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Pat Garrett with daughters Barrie ’97 and Caitlin ’01 near 
the Trevi Fountain in Rome last summer cont inued page  3

                                 
                        at Garr ett’s two daughters 
are grown, and he left Topeka for Tulsa nearly 15 
years ago. Yet this former tcs parent and past board 
president has made a major gift to Topeka Collegiate 
School’s Building Futures One Child at a Time capital 
campaign. “I have always had and always will have 
a great love for Topeka Collegiate and what it did 
for my kids,” he explains.
   Pat acknowledges he came to Topeka Collegiate 
(then Shawnee Country Day School) “almost against 
my will” when his older daughter Barrie ’97 was 
entering first grade in 1989. After a less-than-satisfac-
tory kindergarten year in public school, Pat’s wife 
Brenda found the young independent school in Pau-
line. Even though he had never really thought about 
private education, Pat was anxious for his daughter to 
get a good education. At tcs, “we found the admin-
istrators, teachers and parents to be very accepting, 
very open,” Pat remembers. “Barrie flourished in her 
first year.” Soon afterward, younger sister Caitlin ’01 
was enrolled in pre-k.



Building Futures 
One Child at a Time
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   It wasn’t long before Pat was invited to join the 
Board of Trustees. Ultimately, he was chosen to serve 
as president. “As I got more and more involved, and 
learned about private education in terms of gover-
nance, budgeting, and the accreditation process, it 
just fascinated me,” says Pat. “I found it was some-
thing I cared about a great deal. I started thinking 
about education in terms I never had before, ‘What 
is it about a school that makes it work for its stu-
dents?’ The experience opened my eyes to the value 
of private education.”
   When the family moved to Tulsa in the mid-90s, 
the Garrett girls continued their education at Hol-
land Hall, a highly-regarded independent school. 
“While I appreciate how well Holland Hall prepared 
the girls for college,” Pat says, “in some ways the 
education there was inferior to tcs in terms of the 
feeling of inclusiveness and family, and the teachers 
who really cared about their students, really fired 
their imaginations and got them excited about sub-
jects children might not be excited about otherwise. 
I’m just so grateful that we had the opportunity to 
start our kids off right.”
   In a live video conference on Back-to-School Night 
in early September, Pat Garrett spoke to current 
school families about his commitment: “We all agree 
that as parents one of our most important responsi-
bilities is to provide the best possible education we 
can for our children. It’s an obligation that some of 
us take on quite freely. It was always more important 
to me than a vacation house or a boat. It seems to 
me that you have to redirect your priorities and get 
them straight in your head. Education was always 
priority number one. Luxuries came second.”
   Barrie and Caitlin Garrett have chosen education 
as their careers. Pat credits their desire to teach, in 
part, to their inspirational teachers at Topeka Col-
legiate.

CLOSE TO HIS HEART  concluded

or the second time in our 
school’s history, we have under-
taken a capital campaign. Build-
ing Futures One Child at a Time 
will ensure that Topeka Collegiate 

continues its quarter-century tradition of academic 
excellence. The $3.5 million campaign will: 
…Build a 17,000 square foot permanent middle 
school to replace the current portable buildings. 
…Renovate the existing building, including security 
upgrades. 
…Enhance science, media and technology.
Under the direction of Campaign Chairman Grace 
Morrison, and thanks to a generous corps of lead 
donors, we have raised 53% of the $3.5 million goal 
during the silent phase of the campaign. That’s when 
we solicit support form our Board of Trustees, Cam-
paign Steering Committee, faculty/staff and other 
key tcs supporters.
   Construction of the permanent middle school is the 
largest of the three elements, accounting for just over 
$3.1 million. Our accrediting body (isacs) strongly 
recommends replacing the trailers. Most were used 
when we purchased them nearly 20 years ago. They 
have exceeded their useful lives. The classrooms are 
cramped, expensive to heat and cool, and not con-
ducive to learning. Our children deserve more.
   At Topeka Collegiate, we pride ourselves on provid-
ing excellent curriculum and inspirational teachers, 
but we are falling behind when it comes to infra-
structure. We must provide a stimulating, comfort-
able learning environment for our students.
    With your help, we will prepare our children for 
a future full of promise, one child at a time.
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They came from Maryland, Texas, Oklahoma, 
North Carolina, Illinois and Virginia, not to men-
tion Lawrence, Kansas City and Topeka, to help cel-
ebrate Topeka Collegiate School’s 25th birthday. 
   April’s 25th Anniversary Reunion Weekend was 
the culmination of a year of celebrating a major 
milestone in our school’s history. More than that, 
it was a celebration of the people who changed 
education in Topeka forever.

Founders and Formers Luncheon The 25th Anniversary week-
end began with a luncheon for Founders, founding Board, for-
mer Heads of School, and former Board Presidents. Current 
(and former) Board President Mike Tourtellot welcomed them. 
“Thanks to your vision and persistence, we’re still here!” he said. 
“There were many days when we wondered if we’d make it.”

Left: Board Presidents: 
(back row) Carol Snarr, 
Tim Elmer, Bob Ihrie, 
Curt Waugh, Scott Hamilton
(front row) Mike Tourtellot, 
Jett Elmer, Julie Garlinghouse, 
Kent Garlinghouse
Not pictured: Tom McBride, 
Pat Garrett
Photos by Nathan Ham 

25th Anniversary 
Reunion Celebration
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Heads of School (left to right) 
Jim Wright (1985-1989), 
Michael Roberts (1989-2005), 
Bill Rollings (1982-1985), 
David Hudspeth (2006 - …)
Not pictured: Kevin Freed 
(2005-2006)



Founders, former Heads of School and former 
Board Presidents share memories  
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   Alumna and second generation Trustee Alison 
Hill Langham ’86 began her remarks to the distin-
guished guests by describing herself as “reluctantly 
present at Shawnee Country Day School the day 
it opened in the fall of 1982, and a proud graduate 
of Shawnee Country Day School in the spring of 
1986.”  Now a PhD, Alison says she fell in love with 
learning at tcs. “On behalf of the more than 800 
students who have benefited from attending this 
school,” she said, “and on behalf of a future genera-
tion of students who have yet to walk these halls, I 
say thank you. Thank you for your determination 
and dedication to founding and supporting this 
school - a place where lifelong lessons are learned 
and indelible memories are made.”

Remembering Ruth Topeka Collegiate founder 
Ruth Fink died in September of 2007. Her contri-
butions to our school were gratefully acknowledged 
during the 25th Anniversary celebration. “Ruth is 
here in spirit,” said Mike Tourtellot. Founder Kent 
Garlinghouse recalled attending a memorial ser-
vice for Ruth Fink at which her longtime assistant 
said, “I’d like to read you something that Ruth had 
hanging on her office wall. These words embody 
her philosophy: “Like the eagle on the mountain, 
your spirit must be free...”  Those, of course, are the 
words to Topeka Collegiate’s school song. 
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Founders Susan and Kent Garlinghouse unveil 
a commemorative plaque at the Pauline campus

Below: Alums who took the sentimental journey 
to the Pauline campus (left to right) 
Kathleen (“Kaki”) Williams ’89, 
Rhiannon Dietze Harris ’94, Bridget Elmer ’91, 
Adam Obley ’95, Stacy Elmer ’95, 
Zach Baksh ’96, Keith Leismann ’91, 
Samantha Miller Coulter ’90,
Brook Tourtellot Goc ’91, and 
Lawrence Dietze ’92
Photographs by Nathan Ham

Sentimental Journey to Pauline One of the 
emotional highlights of the anniversary weekend was 
the trip to the original school building at Pauline 
aboard a yellow school bus. Walking through the 
old building, now an auction house, brought forth 
laughter and memories. Before climbing back on the 

bus, everyone watched as founders Susan and Kent 
Garlinghouse unveiled the plaque that will bear wit-
ness to the years our school was housed in Pauline: 
      Site of Topeka Collegiate School
      Founded as Shawnee Country Day School
      September 7, 1982
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   Susan ref lected on 
what motivated them to 
start Topeka Collegiate 
School: “The opportuni-
ties for an education that 
enlightens, encourages 
and keeps the bright star 
of learning alive and well 
is the most important gift 
a child can ever receive. 
My wish is for this to be 
a universal birthright. 
Topeka Collegiate came 
into existence to offer 
this continuing, ongoing 
opportunity. The goal is 
to build on that which the 
child brings naturally, to 
keep the child’s eyes open 
to her world, open to chal-
lenge, open to the love of 
learning for life.”

Fresh off the school bus 
at the campus they remember 
are (left to right) 
Samantha Miller Coulter ’90, 
former history teacher 
Carl Graves, 
Kathleen (“Kaki”) Williams 
’89, first Head of School Bill 
Rollings and former science 
teacher Debra Pakaluk

Happy Birthday, Topeka Collegiate!                                        Photos by Nathan Ham

25th Anniversary 
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Mrs. Hoyt is reunited with her first-ever National 
Mathcounts qualifier, Steven Dubois ’86, and his 
mom Sharon Dubois, who taught computer at the 
Pauline campus. Steven is now a teacher and debate/
forensics coach at a Kansas City area high school
 

Dinner at Eveningside Campus  After their 
school bus ride back to the current campus, 
guests enjoyed a delicious “school lunch” on blue 
cafeteria trays and toasted Topeka Collegiate 
School’s 25th Anniversary. Head of School David 
Hudspeth used the theme of “passion and persis-
tence” to describe the journey from the founders’ 
vision to where we are today. “I asked Kent how 
they did it. He thought a moment and replied ‘pas-
sion and persistence.’  I knew immediately that 
would shape my remarks tonight. It was Kent and 
Susan Garlinghouse’s passion and persistence that 
made it possible for us to celebrate this anniversary” 
(standing ovation for the Garlinghouses). 
   “I’ve heard so many stories - about dumpster div-
ing for textbooks that other schools were throwing 
away. Passion and persistence. About the Harvard 

Here’s to Topeka Collegiate School!
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Photographs: Nathan Ham, Mary Loftus, et al.
  

John Dietrick on the dance floor 
with his daughter Mary

It’s been a long time! Former 
Science Teacher Debbie Pakaluk 

(back to camera) embraces 
former colleagues Julie Ahrens 

and Tom Wolf, the only couple 
to meet at TCS and marry. They 

have three children and live in 
Kansas City  

PhD hired that first year to teach history to third 
and fourth graders. A teacher who made history 
come alive. Passion and persistence. About the car 
raffle, where they sold tickets for $1 apiece for two 
years! Passion and persistence. About the first 
capital campaign, when Founder Ruth Fink was 
asked for a leadership gift so generous the trio of 
askers could barely speak the amount. After a long 
pause, she said, ‘I think we can do that.’ Passion 
and persistence. Breathe in this air because it will 
never come again.”

Barbeque and Blues, Family Picnic Round out 
Weekend School families – past and present – 
shared barbeque and conversation, and danced to 
the tunes of the S’More Blues Band as part of the 
reunion weekend.  Festivities also included a picnic, 
complete with dunk tank, at the current campus.

25th Anniversary 



Humanitarian Ideals 
Flourish in Young Alum
Stacy Elmer ’95 is a young woman with a mis-
sion. After a life-changing three weeks working at a 
medical clinic in Sierra Leone, she is determined to 
find a way to bring running water to the clinic and 
committed to improving the lives of the people she 
met in the civil war-ravaged West African country.
   Stacy headed to Sierra Leone this summer as a ku 
research fellow, to explore the morality of post-trial 
access to anti-retroviral therapies used to treat hiv 
in developing countries. She found that Sierra Leone 
lacks the appropriate infrastructure and economic 
development to attract drug trials. Only government 
hospitals even test for hiv and most people are too 
poor to go to government hospitals. So Stacy shifted 
her focus slightly and found a clinic in Kabala run 
by a non-profit organization. 
   Armed with 100 hiv testing kits, 
she set out to assess her hypothesis that 
the extent of hiv infection in Sierra 
Leone is underestimated by official 
organizations like the World Health 
Organization (who). Working with a 
nurse named Ambrose Demby, Stacy 
administered hiv tests to people who 
came to the clinic with other medi-
cal problems. They found a 6% infec-
tion rate, considerably higher than 
the who’s estimated 1.3% rate. Even 
though the sample was small, Stacy 
says her results raise questions about 
the who’s methodology.
   Stacy says her clinical experience dem-
onstrated that in Sierra Leone hiv is 
less of a problem than malaria. “hiv is 

managed well,” she says, “but malaria is rampant. I 
must have seen 30 cases a day.” Stacy and Ambrose 
treated malaria, infections, and wounds in addition 
to testing for hiv, all without benefit of running 
water or electricity. “I never once heard anyone say 
‘I can’t’,” says Stacy, “It was just figure out how we 
can best treat this person with what we have.”
   The experience “reminded me how much I like 
civil service and how good it feels to do work that 
benefits other people,” says Stacy. “In the us I can’t 
touch a patient because I don’t have an md behind 
my name, and that’s understandable, but in Sierra 
Leone, I was able to do a lot of good for a lot of 
people, and that is fulfilling.” Stacy was “blown away 
by the gratitude” of her patients, some with terrible 
cases of malaria. “They were so grateful, so kind.”

Stacy Elmer ’95 testing for HIV in Sierra Leone
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   Stacy is the second generation Elmer to fall in 
love with the people of Sierra Leone. Her father Tim 
served two years in the Peace Corps there, and he 
and her mother Jett went back in 1974 to continue 
humanitarian work. Stacy couldn’t leave Sierra Leone 
without traveling to the rural village of Bumbuna, 
where her dad spent his Peace Corps years. Even 
though the country has been racked by years of civil 
war and the resulting displacement, Stacy found vil-
lagers who still remember the Peace Corps volun-
teer from Kansas with great fondness, including the 
Paramount Chief who was a child when “Mr. Tim” 
came to their village and “played guitar on his ve-
randa after a hard day’s work on the farm.”
   Stacy is back at ku this fall, finishing her master’s 
degree in philosophy. She has two more years of 
coursework before writing her doctoral dissertation 
and earning her PhD, but Sierra Leone is never far 
from her mind. In addition to fundraising to bring 
running water to the Kabala clinic where she worked, 
she’s been asked to adopt an amputee soccer team. 
All the field players lost a leg in the war and play 
on crutches. The goalie has only one arm. A soccer 
player herself, Stacy helped coach Topeka Collegiate 
soccer players last year. “Because there are no jobs in 
Sierra Leone,” she says, “the soccer team dreams of 
playing exhibition games in other countries to earn 
money.” Stacy hopes to help the team with funds for 
travel, and even envisions an exchange program with 
tcs soccer players. 

If you would like to contribute to Stacy’s 
efforts to better the lives of people in Sierra 
Leone, donations can be sent to: CITA In-
ternational, c/o Stacy Elmer, 104 Green-
wood, Topeka, KS 66606. Checks may be 
made payable to CITA International.

To read a copy of Stacy’s commencement 
address to the Class of 2008, go to topeka-
collegiate.org, click on “alumni” then on 
“2008 Graduation Address.”

Stacy and the amputee soccer team

Stacy with clinic staff including 
Nurse Ambrose Demby (far left)
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Sjobor Hammer ’06 won first place in the na-
tion and a $5,000 prize from the History Channel 
for her documentary Bones of Contention: Battling for 
Human Dignity at the Salina Indian Burial Pit at this 
year’s National History Day competition in College 
Park, Maryland. Sjobor researched, wrote, produced, 
filmed and edited the documentary about the Salina 
burial site that was excavated in 1937, and became a 
tourist attraction until the 1980s, when the Pawnee 
people protested about their ancestors being on dis-
play. Ultimately a compromise was reached allowing 
archeologists to study the site, and the Pawnee to 
rebury their ancestors.
   Sjobor says she chose to tell the story of the Salina 
burial pit because it “perfectly embodies” last year’s 

National History Day theme of “conflict and com-
promise.”  She also liked the idea that it was a topic 
largely unknown outside of Kansas.
   Although this was her first win in an individual 
event, it wasn’t Sjobor’s first victory at National His-
tory Day. She scored first- and second-place finishes 
with partner Anna Hamilton ’06 in seventh and 
eighth grades at Topeka Collegiate.
   Now a junior at Topeka High School, Sjobor de-
scribes the moment she won “I started shaking and 
trying to figure out if they really called my name or 
somebody else’s. It was just very exciting.” Sjobor 
plans to invest her prize money.
   In the junior History Day categories, three tcs 
students distinguished themselves by winning first 

Documentary Wins Praise 
and Prize for Alum

place with their group performance called Asa Phillip 
Randolph, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Franklin Roosevelt: 
Conflict and Compromise in Negotiating Executive 
Order 8802. 
    Recent graduates Shelby Carpenter ’08 and Nyalia 
Lui ’08 and then-seventh grader Soren Lamb (t) 
worked together to tell the dramatic story of conflict 
and compromise that resulted in the government’s 
guarantee of fair employment in the defense industry.
    Each of these students was a veteran of National 
History Day competition, but none had finished first 
before. Their gold medals and $1,000 prize were the 
culmination of ten months of work - researching, 
writing, blocking, revising, memorizing and rehears-
ing their performance.

 

12

Sjobor Hammer ’06 wins first place in the senior 
individual documentary category and a $5,000 

History Channel prize at National History Day.



Soren Lamb (T), Nyalia Lui ’08 
and Shelby Carpenter ’08 take top 

honors in the junior group 
performance category at 

National History Day.

Documentary Wins Praise 
and Prize for Alum
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Surrounded by young 
admirers, Mrs. Young 

retires after 22 years of 
teaching pre-kindergarten

Flanked by
Mr. Hudspeth and 

Dr. Hamilton,
Mrs. Young wins the 

first-ever Scott Hamilton 
teaching award
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Eleese Young retired at the end of last year, 
after 22 years of teaching pre-kindergarten at To-
peka Collegiate. At her retirement reception, current 
and former students approached her one by one, and 
whether they were four or 24, Mrs. Young knew them 
all. Not only that, she remembered a funny story 
or something special about each. That’s one of the 
reasons Eleese Young is one of Topeka Collegiate’s 
most beloved teachers ever.  
   Eleese Young is the inaugural winner of a new 
award to honor outstanding teaching. Named for 
former Board of Trustees President Scott Hamilton, 
the award is given to someone who has improved 
educational opportunities for all students, brings an 
imaginative approach to teaching, and has the abil-
ity to lead, inspire and engage the school com-
munity. As he presented the award, Dr. Hamilton 
described Mrs. Young as “the epitome of what a 
teacher should be. She has set the bar to which 
others should strive.”
   In retirement, Mrs. Young is traveling the world 
with her husband Richard, gardening and taking 
ballroom dancing lessons. Clearly, she’s not ready 
for the rocking chair! The school presented her a 
wooden rocking chair for whenever she is ready. It’s 
inscribed: To Eleese Young, for 22 years of planting 
the seeds of lifelong learning in young minds, with love 
and gratitude from Topeka Collegiate School. 

We Will Miss You, Mrs. Young!

Monte’s (Parrish ’04) graduation ceremony is scheduled 
for the same time as your farewell reception but we 
will be thinking of you, Monte’s first teacher, as he 
crosses the stage to receive his diploma.
   Jim and Nancy Parrish   Former Parents

I will definitely say you were my absolute favorite 
teacher! I will truly miss you. Good luck with the rest 
of your life. Come back and visit!
   Mackenzie Morrison   8th Grade 

We had so many good times together. I still remember 
how you would swing with the class when you were 
on recess duty. Thank you so much for teaching me to 
read, write and for letting me read to the whole class. 
I am so glad that you were my pre-k teacher.
   Katie Graves   Former Student 

I had the best time ever with you. You are the best 
teacher in the whole entire world. You rock!
   Hannah Dykes   4th Grade

Thank you for your goodness, you kindness, your loving 
ways, and thank you especially for sharing them with 
Joyce, Connor, David and Nell (Brennan).  You are 
truly one of a kind.
   Joyce and Jim DeCoursey   Grandparents
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emran waheed altaf

joyce maire brennan

shelby victoria carpenter

alexander jeffrey chanay

cyrus damon clouten

edward martin collazo ii

matthew alexander dupuis

patrick alexander elisha

nicholas james gideon        
asher johnson gilliland

kaitlin grace hannigan

nicholas stephenson henriquez

rebecca leah valdovinos kaye

nyalia james-korsuk lui   
colton shawn manley

maura ann mcgivern

william thomas millhuff

julian kale mullican

madison mackenzie myers

nicholas david palmer

reston kemmer phillips

alessandra catherine politi

haley ann prekopy

haley marguerite ramirez

matthew ryan reynolds

anika tasnim reza  
meaghan marie ricks

hillary lucille rosacker

nicole elizabeth rosacker

lindsey delray rubottom

marissa brielle wiley

Blue Valley West High School  
Topeka High School
Phillips Academy Andover
Topeka High School
Portland Adventist Academy
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Washburn Rural High School
Washburn Rural High School
Washburn Rural High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
 Lake Forest Academy
Topeka High School
Hayden High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Washburn Rural High School
Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy
Topeka High School
Washburn Rural High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Topeka West High School
Topeka High School
 

Members of the 
Class of 2008 
and the high 
schools they 
have chosen

CONGRATULATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS



CONGRATULATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS

Members of the Class of 2008
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CONGRATULATIONS
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Twenty-nine-year-old  Topeka 
Collegiate alumnus Keith Ulmer ’93 was 
in Switzerland on September 10 at the mo-
ment when what has been called the big-
gest physics experiment in history first fired 
two beams of protons.
   “I was in a large auditorium that was com-
pletely full and eventually had to be closed 
off to more visitors. As beams arrived, the 
room erupted with applause. Throughout 
the day, there was a permeating excitement 
around the lab. This moment has been 20 
years in the making.”
   Keith is part of an elite international 
team of nearly 10,000 scientists working 
on the Large Hadron Collider (lhc). Lo-
cated in a huge eight-story underground 
space beneath the Swiss-French border, the 
mammoth collider had to be shut down 
just nine days after the initial exhilaration because 
of a minor breakdown. When the lhc is fully op-
erational, protons moving at almost the speed of 
light will collide with energies high enough, Keith 
and his fellow physicists hope, to solve some of the 
universe’s biggest mysteries.
   “It’s a great time for particle physics,” says Keith. 
“I’m lucky that I came along at this time.” He is ex-
hilarated to be among the pioneers on the frontier of 
physics research. “The part that’s fun is that no one has 
looked at these energies before,” he says. “The proton 
collisions will turn energy into mass. With that mass 
we can create new particles so massive that they’ve 
never been seen before.” Never, that is, since the Big 
Bang. “We’ll be working back, creating particles that 
haven’t existed in 14 billion years,” explains Keith. 
“How great would it be to re-create the Big Bang?”
   Keith has been dividing his time between Swit-
zerland and the University of Colorado at Boulder 

Topeka Collegiate 
Alum On Collision 
Course With 
Scientific Destiny

Keith Ulmer ’93 (right) inside the Large Hadron Collider near Geneva, Switzerland

for the past year. He and his Colorado colleagues 
are working on the Compact Muon Solenoid (cms) 
portion of the experiment. cms is one of two huge 
detectors designed to record the outpouring of par-
ticles created in the proton collisions. In July, Keith 
and the other physicists began measuring naturally- 
occurring particles from distant galaxies to test the 
detector in preparation for its debut.
   Dr. Keith Ulmer can’t wait to get his hands on the 
groundbreaking data the collider is expected to pro-
duce. “It’s so exciting when you can really do some-
thing new,” he enthuses, “something that will open 
up new ways to think about the physical world.” 
Keith’s love of physics began at Topeka Collegiate. 
His science teachers at tcs “possessed a curiosity 
about how the natural world works and shared it 
with us so enthusiastically that it became infectious,” 
says Keith. “This infectious curiosity continues to 
serve me well today.” 



class 
notes
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class notes

Our apologies to Haley Roembach-Clark Scharf who was 
listed with the wrong class in the last edition of Collegiate 
Life. She is a member of the Class of 1995.

1984
tiffani chrisman thomas is in graduate school in 
Florida, working on her Master of Fine Arts in com-
puter art.

1985
jennifer cowan chase couldn’t come for the re-
cent 25th Anniversary Reunion, but sent her regards 
from New York: “I LOVED my years there and still 
have so many fond memories! Please tell (former Head 
of School) Mr. Rollings that I sing Simple Gifts to my 
little girls ALL the time. He taught it to me the first day 
of school at scds (Shawnee Country Day School)!” 
Jennifer and husband Dave’s two older daughters, ages 
five and seven, attend a small private school that just 
celebrated its 25th anniversary. 
hari osofsky accepted a position as an associate pro-
fessor at Washington and Lee University School of Law. 
She spent a good portion of this summer transitioning 
from Eugene, Oregon to Lexington, Virginia. She’s 
expecting her second child at press time and son Oz 
(4 years old) is looking forward to being a big brother 
with nervous anticipation.  
tim snarr wrote from his home in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, that he would be unable to come to the 25th 
Anniversary Reunion last spring, but sent his regards, 
“All of you were very influential during my young life 
and many of those impressions I carry with me still. 
It was an amazing time.” 

1986
michelle cutrer  accepted a position with Kansas 
Children’s Service League as a case coordinator for the 
Oasis Program, where she works with youth who have 
run away from home or who are at risk for running 

(T) indicates students who 
transferred before graduation



1988
richard albistegui-dubois and his family are liv-
ing about 100 miles south of Los Angeles, where Rich-
ard is a full-time professor at a community college.

1990
samantha miller coulter  traveled to the 25th 
Anniversary Reunion from her home in Virginia. As 

one of the 43 original students at Topeka Collegiate 
(then Shawnee Country Day School), Samantha says 
her best childhood memories revolve around her teach-
ers and classmates from those days. Now married and 
mother to three-year-old Colin and two-year-old Hay-
ley, Samantha hopes her children will have a similar, 
“memorable and magical” school experience. Saman-
tha is at Virginia Commonwealth University this fall, 
pursuing an MBA.
christine cutrer is the busy mother of three active 
children, the oldest a seventh grader. She is living back 
in Topeka now, working as an emergency room nurse.
matt garlinghouse  is engaged to be married to 
Katie Sween, a Northwestern University graduate. The 
wedding is next summer in Minnesota. The two were 
introduced by Matt’s sister Meg. Katie and Meg met 

away. Home is a busy place for Michelle, too. She and her 
husband have five kids living with them full-time and two 
more during the summer for a total of nine people in the 
house. As Michelle says, “Can you say CRAZY?”
alison hill langham and husband Brian (“Bean”) 
are enjoying the first blush of parenthood. Daugh-

ter Ellanor Jane 
was born July 22 
weighing 8 lbs 5.5 
oz., and measuring 
20¾ inches long. 
Ella, as her friends 
call her, is seeing 
to it that mom and 
dad aren’t sleeping 
much. Alison says, 

“Bean and I are surviving on caffeine and smiles from 
Baby Ellanor. We’re stunned by how little we’re able 
to accomplish in the course of a day, and yet we’ve 
never felt more fulfilled. But Lord help us if we run 
out of coffee!” tcs is holding a spot for Ella in the pre-
kindergarten class of 2012. Now a second-generation 
Topeka Collegiate trustee, Alison spoke at the 25th 
Anniversary Reunion in April (see page 4).
. 

1987
alka gandhi  and her husband Rob are expecting 
twins and they couldn’t be more excited. Alka says, 
“We just found out that they will be here on or before 
election day - a historic day on many counts!” Af-
ter moving to the Washington dc area last summer, 
Alka has been an adjunct professor at the University of 
Maryland, College Park in the Economics Department. 
She’s taking the fall semester off (for obvious reasons) 
but will be returning in the spring of 2009. Alka says 
she experienced a bit of a culture shock, as the number 
of economics majors at the University of Maryland 
just about equals the total number of students at her 
previous institution, Lycoming College. She describes 
it as “a challenge but rewarding in its own way. I’m 
assuming the same will be true for motherhood!”
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Alison Hill Langham ’86 and 
daughter Ellanor Jane

Kathleen (“Kaki”) Williams ’89, 
Samantha Miller Coulter ’90 and 

former first grade teacher Susan Wilson share 
memories at the 25th Anniversary Reunion 

(photo by Nathan Ham)

Rachel Rolfs ’90 marries Flint Rogers 
in autumn wedding



each other seated at table shared 
by their respective companies, 
eBay and Yahoo. Meg asked Ka-
tie if she would mind Meg setting 
Katie up with her brother.  Ka-
tie and Matt met three weeks 
later in San Francisco where they both live. 
rachel rolfs rogers married Flint Rogers in Kings-
ville, Missouri at sunset on November 11, 2007. They 

are now Mr. & 
Mrs. Flint Rolfs 
Rogers, as they 
both changed last 
names. Flint, who 
designed their 
wedding rings and 
the wedding invi-
tations, is majoring 
in art at Washburn 
University. Rachel 
is serving as of-
fice manager and 
bookkeeper for 
mom Lavetta’s 
non-profit Learn-

ing for Life Center and brother Micah’s ’95 Greenlight 
Construction, in addition to managing finances for elders 
who can no longer do it for themselves. Flint and Rachel 
are into growing and eating organic foods, environmental 
sustainability and being together.
kansas waugh and his wife Britney are the proud new 
parents of a baby girl, Rita Vivian, born October 10 weigh-
ing 7 lbs. 10 oz. and measuring 21 inches. Her middle name 
honors Britney’s grandmother.

1991
miranda farmer is working on her degree in com-
puter science and is doing well in Topeka.
keith liesmann is general sales manager for Topeka’s 
Cumulus Broadcasting, including all six radio stations, 
and owner of K2 Promotions, an event promotion busi-
ness. He’s engaged to Topekan Monique Williams, 
and by the time you read this, they’ll be married! The 
honeymoon destination is Mexico. Keith is proud to 
be a member of the first class to go all the way through 
Topeka Collegiate School.
megan mcbride fr anz (t)  is fighting cancer 
with courage, humor and the support of her husband 

Alex, along with 
an army of family 
and friends. Diag-
nosed with stage 
iv cancer at age 30, 
Megan is under the 
care of specialists at 
the M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center in 
Houston, and travels 
there regularly from 

her home in Kansas 
City as she under-
goes chemotherapy. 
Megan’s sister Sara ’93 

(t) organized Team Megan Franz at Chicago’s Walk 
and Roll in May and raised $25,000 for the American 
Cancer Society. Read Megan’s account of her battle 
against cancer at http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
meganfranz. 
elizabeth rich (t)  is the mother of six-year-old 
Micah and lives in Minneapolis. 

1992
lawrence dietze and wife Julie live in Lawrence.
betsy walton hooge is happy to report that she 
has launched her fine art and illustration business from 
her home studio in Portland, Oregon. This year she 
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Matt Garlinghouse ’90 and 
Katie Sween are engaged

Rachel Rolfs ’90 marries Flint Rogers 
in autumn wedding Megan McBride Franz ’91 (T) 

celebrates the 4th of July with 
husband Alex and their dog 
Freddy

Rita Vivian Waugh
born October 10, 2008



is showing her work 
in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Portland, and a few cities in Australia. Check 
out Betsy’s work and recent news online at www.morn-
ingcraft.com. 

1993
katie freeman sells real estate in Chicago. She trav-
eled to Ireland for a friend’s wedding in July, then to 
London for a few days to visit another friend. It was 
there she spotted a Brit wearing a Kansas Jayhalk t-
shirt, which sparked an interesting conversation!  She 
loves her job and the city, and most of all … her spoiled 
two-year old cockapoo, Auggie. 
keith ulmer  is one of the nearly 10,000 physicists 
working on the Large Hadron Collider in Europe, 
and exploring some of science’s most basic questions 
(see page 18).
 

1994
brooke borel received her MA last September from 
nyu’s John W. Draper Interdisciplinary Program. 
Her self-designed curriculum focused on science stud-

ies, which looks at sci-
ence from a cultural 
and social perspective 
– gender theory, and 
science and math edu-
cation.  She quit her 
longtime paralegal job 

and spent a month traveling in Patagonia (Chile and 
Argentina), where she climbed mountains and gla-
ciers, ice climbed, and visited a penguin colony! The 
travel bug bit her again so she spent two months in 
Australia and New Zealand. She is currently freelanc-
ing for cosmos (online news) and recently accepted 
a permanent freelance position at Science Illustrated, 
which is a new science magazine owned by Bonnier 
Corporation.  The website for Science Illustrated is 
www.scienceillustrated.com.
ann gandhi is in Alexandria, Virginia, just outside 
Washington dc, working as Labor and Delivery 
nurse at inova Fairfax. She’s been there since Feb-
ruary and loves it. When she gets time, she plans to 
join the sexual assault response team there.
rhiannon dietze harris (t)  and her husband, 
Ben, live in Manhattan, where she is in veterinary 
school at Kansas State University and he is a manager 
at Famous Dave’s restaurant. 
nicole hoherz (t) became Nicole Williams when 
she married Hart Williams in Healdsburg, California. 
The couple had a week-long honeymoon in Belize, on 

the Ambergris Caye. 
For the first time in 
her life, Nicole has 
siblings: her husband’s 
brother Walker and 
his new wife Dudley.  
Hart and Nicole will 
continue to live in Salt 
Lake City; they are liv-
ing in the Sugarhouse 
area with their 120-
pound Great Dane 
named Goose. After 
working as the Public 
Information Officer 

for the Utah Division of Homeland Security, Nicole 
has jumped back into television news. She now works 
for the fox affiliate in Utah as a reporter/anchor on 
the 5:00 and 9:00 pm weekday shows. “It’s a great 
gig!” says Nicole.

Betsy Walton Hooge 
’92 is an artist in 

Portland

Brooke Borel ’94 with a sleeping koala at a wildlife 
preserve just outside Sydney, Australia

Nicole Hoherz Williams ’94, 
husband Hart, and their 
Great Dane Goose
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eliot monaco continues at the helm of The Mime 
Company, which received rave reviews for the opening 
weekend of its Acts Without Words! in May. This is from 
Centerstage: “Mime and pantomime have gotten a bum 
rap in pop culture, but The Mime Company of Chi-
cago just might change your opinion of this art form, 
making it fun, exciting and extremely accessible. The 
company members (including Eliot Monaco) are all 
accomplished, disciplined artists capable of astounding 
with their controlled movement and expressive faces 
and bodies. Eliot’s hilarious Paper Shredder gives hu-
man qualities to office machinery.”
julia rich (t) is an interactive Web designer, married 
and living in Kansas City.
walker waugh is running The Work Gallery, the 
Brooklyn art gallery he started with his girlfriend and 
partner, Emily Driscoll. Emily was hit by a car and 
killed on the street a few blocks from the gallery late last 
year. With Emily’s life cut so tragically short, Walker 
wasn’t sure he wanted to return to the gallery, but in an 
interview with New York radio station wnyc, Walker 
said it was Emily’s memory that compelled him to con-
tinue the work they began together. “We wanted to do 
a series of shows and I was committed to at least doing 
that and seeing how that went and to me that’s been this 
great relief, that decision. Because now I come down 
here and I know that this is where I need to be and this 
is where she wants me to be.” Read more about The 
Work Gallery at http://www.redtinshack.com.

1995
samantha crow continued to work hard as a Prod-
uct Marketing Manager for iGoogle until she resigned 
from Google in May (see page 35). She also tried her hand 
at weekend orange-picking and tree-planting, learned 
to play trampoline dodgeball, and traveled a lot. After 
four years in California, she has decided to move east 
to see what adventures are in store for her there!
stacy elmer is back at ku finishing her master’s degree 
in philosophy after spending three weeks as a ku research 
fellow in Sierra Leone this summer (see page 10). 
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kelly farmer  is still in England working hard to 
start practicing veterinary medicine after just a couple 
more years of schooling. 
adam obley spent a month in McPherson, Kansas 
this summer completing his rural medicine rotation, 
one of his requirements as a medical student at ku’s 
School of Medicine. Up next: oncology and critical care 
rotations, followed by graduation in May. From there, 
it’s on to residency. Adam and his fellow fourth-year 
medical students will find out where in March.

1996
julia franklin was hired as an assistant editor at 
New Wave Entertainment in Burbank, California after 
graduating with a master’s degree in editing from the 
American Film Institute. Among other things, nwe 
does many bonus features on dvds like the Harry 
Potter films, Risky Business 25th Anniversary, and The 
Bourne Ultimatum.
phoenix martin (t) is a graduate of Parsons School 
of Design with a BFA degree in illustration. She lives 
in the Chelsea area of New York and is a freelance 
designer with a concentration on hand-drawn typog-
raphy and custom fonts. She is also a part-time artist 
assistant to a Japanese painter named Hisao Hanafusa. 
Phoenix tells us she is excited about creating her own 
body of work, consisting of graphite drawings encased 
in wooden boxes, and is focusing on a show for this 
fall.  Ultimately, she says, “I am interested in pursuing 
drawing as a full-time job, whatever it takes!”
kerstin nordstrom is living in Philadelphia, hop-
ing to complete her PhD in physics at the University of 
Pennsylvania within the next year and a half. She plays 
rugby with Philadelphia Women’s Rugby.

1997
amanda artzer graduated in August of 2007 with 
her Bachelor of Arts from Washburn University, with 
an emphasis in public relations and a minor in English. 
She currently organizes and manages ktwu’s Lights, 



herself with the new neighborhood. “New York never 
ceases to be a lively, interesting place,” she says.
  

1998
jacqueline castel has spent the last few months all 
over the world! She went on tour across the country 
filming the Brooklyn and Chicago-based band, These 
Are Powers. After filming shows in 25 cities, she edited 
the footage into a live music video for the band’s latest 
press release. Even more interesting, perhaps, is that she 
traveled in a van converted to run on straight vegetable 
oil! Jacqueline then traveled to Austria and Cuba for 
work and to France for a family reunion. She plans to 
shoot and co-direct a documentary on Afro-Cuban 
religions in the winter. When she isn’t on a plane, she 
calls New York home, where, among other things, she 
DJs – shoots for live bands – and produces her own 
radio show.
kathleen daughety continues her work in the field 
of politics, most recently in St. Louis, working on the 
Jay Nixon gubernatorial campaign.
katie farmer is working for the Kansas Democratic 
Party as the Douglas County volunteer coordinator. 
She has been working for a non-partisan voter educa-
tion agency for the last year or so but decided to take 
a break from that to work on the elections. 

Camera, Auction, which takes place each November, 
and recently added Underwriting Representative to 
her title. She took a trip to Seattle, a city she loved and 
compared to “all those wonderful trips we took with 
Mr. Miller all those years ago.” Collegiate gave Amanda 
a thirst for learning, which she is now trying to push 
toward grad school, hopefully Baker University’s MBA 
program. 
ben bammes  and his wife Stephanie are expecting 
a baby, their first, in late February. Ben is a gradu-
ate student at the Baylor College of Medicine and 
Stephanie teaches first grade in Alvin, Texas, south 
of Houston.  
barrie garrett (t) is a librarian in downtown Tulsa, 
Oklahoma and is pursuing her master’s degree in Li-
brary Sciences. She lives on a ranch with her boyfriend, 
where their roommates include donkeys, horses, cows, 
chickens, goats, dogs, cats, and one very large 12-year-
old pig! Barrie hopes everyone at Topeka Collegiate is 
doing well. She and her sister “both have such fond 
memories of our time there!”
stacie kossoy  is teaching at a charter school in 
Washington, dc.
alexander rich (t) is a fourth-year medical stu-
dent at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill.
alexis rowe has been working as a social worker at 
Jewish Home and Hospital in New York City, work-
ing with the elderly in a day center program designed 
to keep them in their homes in the community rather 
than having to place them in nursing homes. Alexis 
says her favorite moment so far was when a new client 
with dementia arrived. “We knew that she was probably 
not taking her medications properly when she started 
pulling loose pills out of her pockets,” she explains, 
“but we thought we had taken all of the pills out of her 
pockets. However, when I went into the activity room 
where she was sculpting with clay, I noticed that her 
sculpture’s eyes, nose, and ‘crown’ were made out of 
different types of colorful pills. I don’t think I stopped 
laughing for the rest of the evening.” Alexis moved 
out of Harlem and into the Bronx and is familiarizing 

24

Jonathan “Jonny” Schmidt ’98 
with TCS eighth graders at 
Model United Nations



mack schroer met First 
Lady Laura Bush at the 
White House in December, 
after his ornament was cho-
sen to represent the Brown 
v. Board of Education Na-
tional Historic site on the White House Christmas tree. 
The White House theme for the season was “Holiday in 
the National Parks” and all 391 National Park Service 
sites organized contests. Mack’s ornament was promi-
nently placed on the 18-foot Fraser fir in the Blue Room. 
“It was definitely an experience that I tried to soak up 
every little bit of,” Mack says, “to breathe it in. I got to 
eat as much as I wanted to, which was great for a starv-
ing artist.” An art student at Washburn, Mack graduates 
this fall. His senior art show is in December. 
wesley west is an analyst for First Manhattan Con-
sulting Group in New York City, where he often sees 

former tcs classmate 
Julie Freese ’98, who is 
engaged to be married.
blake whitaker gradu-
ated from Sam Houston 
State University with a 
Master of Arts in his-
tory. This fall he began 

john freeman  is living in Chicago and working 
for cdw, an it solutions company in the financial 
district. He is currently living north of the city, but is 
rooting for the “southsiders” to win the World Series. 
He lives with his good friend Michael Jones and in his 
spare time he enjoys the company of his sister Katie 
’93 a fellow Chicagoan, and the thriving music scene 
the city has to offer.   
rachael greene is a second-year law student at the 
University of Southern California, living in Santa Mon-
ica. She is on the law review and is a writing fellow.
dave kelly (t) lives in New York City. He graduated 
from film school last year and is currently a producer’s 
assistant at a full-service film production company 
called The 7th Floor. The company produces low-bud-
get features, most recently The Cake Eaters directed by 
Mary Stuart Masterson. Look for it in theaters this 
fall!  Dave is still active as company manager for The 
Anthropologists, an actors’ ensemble gearing up for a 
piece on the American food riots of the early 1900s. 
When he has free time, Dave writes screenplays, one 
of which takes place in Topeka! Weekends you can 
find Dave at Think Coffee working the espresso bar 
as chief morning barista.  If you find yourself in the 
neighborhood, he promises a free drink of choice to 
anyone who mentions Topeka Collegiate. He’s the one 
in the red bandana. 
jimmy shepherd (t) worked in New York City last 
year at a management consulting firm, but he decided 
to go back to school. He’s working toward a master’s 
degree in liberal arts and coaching basketball at his 
alma mater, Wesleyan University in Connecticut.
jonny schmidt  traveled from Chicago to close 
Model United Nations in Topeka with stories from his 
Semester at Sea, four months spent traveling the world 
as a senior at the University of Georgia-Athens. Jonny 
plans to continue his interest in all things international 
by taking the foreign service exam.

Jonathan “Jonny” Schmidt ’98 
with TCS eighth graders at 
Model United Nations
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Wesley West ’98 and Julie 
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Mack Schroer ’98 and 
his father Paul Hess 
at the White House 
and (inset) Mack’s 
winning Christmas 
tree ornament



1999
lisa greene is a consultant in San Francisco at Sales-
force.com.

2000
anna angel married Timothy Lippold in June. Her 
younger sister Aubrie ’03 served as a bridesmaid. The 

couple took a va-
cation to Las Ve-
gas in July. Anna 
currently works 
at Walgreen’s in 
Topeka.

abby brownback is in the classroom for the second 
year with Teach For America in Houston, Texas. Last 
year, she taught seventh grade math. She is teaching 
math again at the same school this year.
whitney hamilton married Tyler Wood on June 
14. They met at Truman State where they were both 
on the tennis team. He 
started law school this 
year and she is studying 
at the Kansas City Art 
Institute.
rebecca holmes grad-
uated from ku with a 
bachelor’s degree in so-
cial work and a minor 
in sociology, and is now 
pursuing a master’s de-
gree in social work. She’s 
taking classes and living 
in Lawrence but com-
mutes to Kansas City for 
an internship. Rebecca 
also has a job as a student 

working toward his PhD at Texas a&m University, 
where he’s concentrating on the British Empire in 
the early 20th century. Also keeping him busy is his 
job as adjunct instructor teaching American history 
at Sam Houston State University and Blinn College. 
If that weren’t enough, Blake has authored a chapter 
of a book! It is titled War and Peace in Africa: History, 
Nationalism and the State and is due to be published 
this fall.
allison viola is teaching sixth grade at a school in 
Mesquite, Texas, just east of Dallas. She absolutely 
loves it! It’s a low-income public elementary school 
with a very diverse population. Allison describes it as 
“a really rewarding experience.” She is also tutoring 
at the Boys and Girls Club after school.
chris yorke lived in Holland this summer, illustrat-
ing and collaborating with his college roommate on 
a book about an imaginary world in a gigantic tree. 
Chris says what began as a children’s book “developed 

into a more 
experimental 
work, some-
where between 
philosophy and 
science fiction.” 
The book proj-
ect began when 
Chris was de-
signing and 
building up-
scale treehouses 
as part of an in-
ternship in Se-
attle more than 
a year ago. That 

experience turned into an opportunity to 
travel the world photographing treehouses 
for a book due out this fall. Chris traveled 
to Brazil, Australia, Thailand and India dur-
ing a 3½-month period, taking pictures of 11 
elaborate structures. This fall, Chris began 
architecture school at Princeton University. 

Chris Yorke 
’98 travels the 

world pho-
tographing 
treehouses

Anna Angel ’00 
is the bride of 
Timothy Lippold
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research assistant for The Office of Aging and Long 
Term Care with ku’s School of Social Welfare. 
rebecca kopp is a senior at the San Francisco Art 
Institute and will graduate in the spring with a BA 
in Urban Studies. She will be the first undergradu-
ate student to graduate from there with this degree 
as the program is barely two years old. The new-
ness of this degree presented a great opportunity 
for Rebecca to explore many facets of her passion, 
including the arenas of public art, architecture, city 
planning, community development, social activ-
ism and political change. She works at spur: San 
Francisco’s premiere Planning and Urban Research 
organization and loves the exposure and insight it 
has offered her. On weekends, she enjoys hiking 
in Marin and on week days, she is busy exploring 
every nook and cranny of the city. She plans to 
attend graduate school soon. She hopes it will be 
somewhere in Southern California.
ben leifer is a full-f ledged musician who plans to 
move to New York City next summer. This summer 
he and his band, Diverse, competed in – and won! 
– the Gene Harris Jazz competition in Boise, Idaho, 
beating 13 other bands from across the country. 
They won a recording contract with Origin Re-
cords and got to open for Roy Haynes, Christian 
McBride, and Nicholas Payton at a concert. Look 
for a dvd of their performance on YouTube, and 
stay tuned for their album, which will be available 
on iTunes, cd Baby, and hopefully commercially 
available! 
scuber martin (t) lives in Arcata, California where 
he is studying marine biology at Humboldt State 
University. He is currently taking time off to play 
poker at various tournaments around the country, 
mostly in California and Las Vegas. He has partici-
pated in the World Championship Poker Tourna-
ment twice.
breana tutuska graduated from Emory University 
in Atlanta in the spring, then moved to New York 
to take a job as a financial analyst with cit, a Wall 
Street firm.

2001
robert adams  has been named to the Creighton 
University Dean’s Honor Roll in the College of Busi-
ness Administration where he is majoring in marketing 
and human resource management.
rachel buck is enjoying her last year at Duke, and 
will graduate in the spring with a double major in In-
ternational Comparative Studies and literature. She’s 
been keeping busy balancing schoolwork, studying for 
the LSAT, involvement in her sorority, Kappa Kappa 
Gamma, and membership on Duke’s Mock Trial 
team.
caitlin garrett (t) is attending the University of 
Tulsa, pursuing a major in English. She is also interning 
at Channel 6 kotv, a local television studio.
emily heronemus attends Bethany College. During 
her junior year she played softball, was president of Bio-
Chem and Habitat for Humanity, secretary for the Ally 
Group, and an orientation leader, ambassador, Blue 
Key member, Peer Minister, and Christian Ministries 
Coordinator. Highlights of the year included receiv-
ing a number one ranking in the nation for fielding 
percentage for softball, breaking her finger, studying 
for the mcat, and being an emcee at the homecom-
ing pep rally. She spent the summer working at the 
va Hospital, studying even more for the mcat, and 

“doing physical therapy 
on my decrepit finger.”
dan thompson is a ku 
senior who spent part of 
his junior year studying 
in Hong Kong. Voted 
Best Overall Delegate at 
Model United Nations 
while in high school, Dan 
returned to Topeka Colle-
giate in the spring to help 
prepare eighth graders for 
their Model un experi-
ence. Dan continues his 

involvement as part of 
ku’s Model un Club. 
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2002
andy brownback is a junior at K-State, who spent 

two months last 
winter working 
at the orphanage 
in Solola, Guate-
mala where the 
family adopted 
his little brother 
Mark, now a fifth 
grader at tcs. 
Andy kept a blog 
while in Guate-
mala. Here are a 
few excerpts:

   January 10  I worked with the construction crew today. 
Moving dirt…Yeah it was exciting. I will never take a 
backhoe for granted again. We are trying to fill in the 
space behind a 15-20 foot wall so you can imagine how 
much dirt that takes. And it all has to get there by 5-gal-
lon buckets up a ladder. My back is killing me.
   January 29  Mom (visiting from Kansas) and I woke 
up...And woke up again... And again... And again... All 
of this craziness was the result of a chronologically con-
fused crowing cock (I added the alliteration for literary 
depth). It woke us up probably 20 times between 4:00 
and 8:00 in the morning at which point we gave up and 
went out for breakfast.
Later, returning from a trip away from the orphan-
age, Andy crossed paths with an angry mob threat-
ening vigilante justice against some kidnappers. It 
was a perilous journey home for an American college 
student. 
   February 17: I walked the final two or so miles to the 
orphanage and quickly curled up in the fetal position 
alternating between saying ‘There’s no place like home’ 
and singing The Star-Spangled Banner.
   March 10  I had probably the most surreal moment 
there when I realized that I had so much invested in this 
country that I was never going to live in again. All I can 
say is that Guatemala is a part of me and I will never be 
able to get it out of me.

amelia maxfield is a junior at Vassar, studying at 
the Danish Institute for Study Abroad in Copenha-
gen, Denmark, where she is in the European Cul-
ture and History program. During her first month, 
she’s been traveling around Denmark and getting 
acquainted with Danish culture. October brings a 
three-week backpacking trip through Europe. Ame-
lia loves Copenhagen and says, “depending on how 
the election goes, I might not be coming back!” 
During the spring of her sophomore year, Amelia 
worked as an advocate for abused women in a bat-
tered women’s shelter in Poughkeepsie. She spent this 
summer in Washington dc doing an internship at the 
Children’s Defense Fund (cdf), mobilizing young 
adults to support the campaigns of the cdf. During 
her time at cdf, Amelia participated in a rally for 
healthcare for all children on the capitol lawn, among 
other things. “My summer was incredibly rewarding,” 
she says, “and solidified my goals of pursuing a career 
in child advocacy.”
elise monaco is a psychology and English major at 
St. Louis University. She keeps herself busy working 
at the university recreation center where she is a staff 
supervisor and president of the handball club, and 
visiting with her mom’s side of the family living in the 
area. She is an Oriflamme volunteer, helping incoming 
first-year students during slu Welcome Week as well 
as assisting with new student activities throughout the 
fall semester. Elise plans to study abroad in Italy this 
spring, but only if she lets her mom come along! 

2003
jordan carter is a sophomore at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis. She continues tutoring local chil-
dren through the Wash u program “Each One Teach 
One” and plans on another season of intramural vol-
leyball, her newfound passion. Last spring, Jordan was 
selected for the sophomore honorary society Lock and 
Chain. After literally wearing a chain for 10 days, she 
became a full-fledged member and is looking forward 
to spending the year organizing service-oriented events 
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for Wash u students. Jordan 
took a spring break trip to 
Vanderbilt University to 
visit her best friend and tcs 
graduate Celina Garay ’03. 
Over the summer Jordan fell 
in love with the city of Chi-
cago and also took a trip to 
visit her roommates in Long 
Island and Cape Cod.
kathy heflin is a sophomore at Stanford. During her 
freshman year, she wrote for the Stanford Daily Edi-

torial Board, 
p r o d u c i n g 
week ly a r-
ticles for the 
main campus 
ne w s p a p e r 
on topics in-
cluding the 
Patriot Act, 
rising birth 

control costs, and the elec-
tion primaries. She also 

rowed on the varsity Lightweight 8, and the team 
took third place at nationals, medaling for the first 
time in Stanford history. Also during the school year, 
Kathy worked for a political research and lobbying 
group at the university called the Center for Democ-
racy, Development, and the Rule of Law, and won the 
school-wide Innovative Research Award for freshmen 
and sophomores for a paper she wrote. She made the 
Athletic Director’s Honor Roll by achieving a year-
long 3.5 or higher gpa while competing in a varsity 
sport. This summer Kathy volunteered in Papua, New 
Guinea in the South Pacific for 8 weeks, teaching ru-
ral children English on the remote island of Karkar 
with a friend from Stanford. “It was difficult,” Kathy 
says, “without running water, electricity, and extreme 
tropical diseases and drought--but ultimately very 
productive and rewarding.” She also served as maid 
of honor at her sister Kaitlynn Heflin’s ’00 wedding.  

marc heronemus  finished his freshman year at 
Grinnell College, where he made the dean’s list. He 
played cornerback and punter for the Grinnell College 
football team. He plans to a major in chemistry and is 
hoping to go into physical therapy. 
pablo kennedy is in pre-med, studying anthropology 
and either Spanish or Latin American studies at Wash-
ington University. At Wash u Pablo tutored Hispanic 
youth in the St. Louis area. He also was a member of 
the Association of Latin American students, played 
intramural sports, and worked for the company Stra-
tegic Tutoring Systems. He spent a large portion of 
his summer in Guatemala visiting family and touring 
the country.
nicole mcclure (t) spent the summer in Alaska, 
working for the Southeast Alaska Watershed Coalition 
as their coalition coordinator. The aim of the Water-
shed Coalition is to protect the streams and rivers of 
Alaska, as well as the salmon in them. Nicole’s job 
was to travel around four towns gathering information 
about their councils and assimilating the councils’ ef-
forts. She loved the mountains of Alaska and spent her 
free time converting to the “mountaineering lifestyle.” 
When she’s not climbing mountains, she’s at ku in the 
dual degree program. She’s working toward a BA in 
human biology and a BFA in painting. Her freshman 
year was “one of the best years of my life,” which she 
completed with a 4.0 gpa!
megan reynolds loves being a Wildcat at k-State, 
where she has had some awesome experiences, including 
crowd surfing at a football game. As a theater major, Me-
gan assistant stage man-
aged and stage managed 
two shows during the 
school year. She is also 
involved in choir, as well 
as two Christian Minis-
tries on the ksu campus. 
Over the summer Megan 
worked at Lowe’s and at 
a fireworks stand around 
the Fourth of July. 
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Megan Reynolds ’03 (second from left) 
with friends after K-State choir concert

Vanderbilt University students Celina Garay ’03 
and Adrianne Eyman ’03 (T) reunite with 

former TCS classmate Jordan Carter ’03 as she 
visits Nashville

Kathy Heflin ’03 with students 
in Papua, New Guinea



caitlin seals-schwanke  was inducted into Phi 
Theta Kappa, an Honor Society for two-year colleges, 
at Johnson County Community College. She plans 
to finish her associate’s degree there before continu-
ing on to Baker University. She is currently working 
at a small dance studio in the Kansas City area and 
performing as an artist-in-residence with a company 
there. Caitlin also continues her work as a photog-
rapher. She spent two weeks in Guanajuato, Mexico 
this summer with other students and alumni from 
Topeka West and Topeka High, including some tcs 
alums. While in Mexico, they attended the Academia 
Falcon language school for an intensive course in 
culture and language.
jenn stueve (t)  is a sophomore at Miami Uni-
versity in Ohio, where she is majoring in chemistry 
and planning on going to pharmacy school. She 
spent the summer in Kennebunkport, Maine and 
had a blast.
eric wang spent his freshman year at Washington 
University in St. Louis, where he volunteered with 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of St Louis. Eric became close 
friends with the student he mentored. Eric also was 
an active member of Y Tutor, a student-run organiza-
tion where Wash 
u students tutor 
local kids. Over 
the summer Eric 
went to Bari-
loche, Argentina 
to study Span-
ish for a month, 
along with fel-
low tcs a lum 
Chase Hamil-
ton ’03. At the 
end of the sum-
mer Eric and his 
family, including 
younger brother 
David ’07 went 
to China for two 

weeks, where they took in several Olympic events. 
Eric is serving as an orientation ambassador and a 
peer advisor for incoming freshmen this fall. He is 
also excited to live in a Wash u bloc with 15 other 
guys, including his best friend of more than a decade, 
Pablo Kennedy ’03. 
davis wittig is a sophomore at Vanderbilt where he 
is majoring in economics and history. This summer he 
lived in New York and worked full-time for Yahoo as 
an intern in corporate advertising. He worked on ad 
campaigns directly with the outsourcing team in In-
dia. He also worked on organizing a meeting with the 
heads of the North American sales teams in Chicago, 
and attended the meeting. Davis says it was a great 
experience and he is still working for Yahoo part-time 
while at school.
alexandra woodbury is a sophomore at Manhat-
tan Christian College where she plays volleyball for the 
number three team in the nccaa. She is majoring in 
Cross-Cultural Ministries. This summer, Alex interned 
for an organization called “Bigstuf,” which hosts 
church camps for middle and high school students 
in Panama City Beach and Daytona Beach, Florida. 
With 15 other college interns, she spent 12 weeks run-

ning 11 camps with 1,500 
students each. Before the 
camps began, Alex and 
the other interns trav-
eled to Kenya for 10 days, 
where they learned more 
about the child sponsor-
ing program Compas-
sion International. Back 
in Florida, the interns 
encouraged campers to 
sponsor children in Af-
rica, a subject they knew 
personally, after their 
trip to Kenya. Alex says, 
“Some of us even got to 

meet the children we sponsor. I did! Her name is 
Wambui. We saw the impact Compassion makes in 

Eric Wang ’03 and brother David ’07 
at the Beijing Olympics
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the lives of children and families all over Kenya, and 
we got to see first-hand the poverty that affects that 
area. Life-changing experience for sure!”

2004
erin atwood graduated from Washburn Rural High 
School where she stayed busy with Student Council, 
National Honor Society, forensics, and volleyball. She 
played on the state volleyball championship team for 
the second year in a row. Also during the school year, 
Erin worked as a nanny and as a tutor for a child 
with Down Syndrome. Erin participated in Leadership 
Greater Topeka, which has allowed her to become a 
member of Safe Streets and Heartland Visioning. Over 
the summer, Erin continued her job teaching swim-
ming lessons and coached a volleyball team to the usa 
Junior National Olympic Volleyball Championships, 
where they finished 11th out of 48 teams. This fall she 
began college at ku, where she’s considering a major in 
genetics and is hoping to follow a pre-med path so she 
can continue on to a career in pediatrics. Erin, along 
with tcs classmate Austin Gideon ’04 was honored 
with the Kansas High School Activities Association’s 
Citizenship Award.
bill butler (t) is a freshman at Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville. In high school, Bill was named a commended 
student by the National Merit Scholarship Program. He 
also participated in cross country and forensics, where he 
qualified for state and made the semi-finals. Bill says he’s 
grateful to be a tcs alum and says he has very fond memo-
ries of the school. He is particularly grateful the language 
arts teacher John MacDonald, for “making me a much 
better writer than the majority of my fellow students.”
peter ebeling kept busy with debate, forensics, Na-
tional Honor Society, and numerous other clubs and 
activities as a senior at Topeka High. This summer, he 
competed in the National Forensic League national 
speech and debate tournament just outside of Las Ve-
gas. This fall, he is attending the University of Kansas, 
where he is an honors program student planning to 
major in human biology.

Austin Gideon ’04 and his dad 
prepare to jump out of an airplane
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austin gideon  is a freshman at Washington and 
Lee University in Lexington, Virginia. He’s leaning 
toward a major in business, economics or political sci-
ence with Spanish playing an important part as well. 
Over the summer he interned as a credit analyst at 
Silver Lake Bank. He traveled to both Denver and St. 
Louis this summer to watch his favorite band, Dave
Matthews Band. He went on a family trip to Key-
stone, Colorado for a biking and hiking adventure. He 
also got to watch a baseball game at Yankee Stadium 
before it is demolished at the end of the year. Austin 
also shared an exciting adventure with his dad in Feb-
ruary – skydiving! Last year, the Kansas State High 
School Activities Association honored Austin and tcs 
classmate Erin Atwood ’04 with citizenship awards. 
Last spring, Austin organized the second Hope and 
Inspiration Coffeehouse – a fundraiser that raised a 
total of $3,400 for the kids at Capper Foundation-
Easter Seals.
nike kleiger (t) has returned to Kansas after many 
years in Maryland. He’s at ku as a business major. 
In high school, he played varsity lacrosse, swam on 
the varsity swim team, and played drums in several 
bands. Nike has traveled to Colorado several times in 
the past few years, where he visits relatives and goes 



Atima Lui ’04 and her brother Nyalia ’08 with their 
mom following their performance in Now Let Me Fly

Erin Atwood ’04, Kandace Yee  ’08 and Kirsten 
Marples celebrate their high school graduation
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skiing. Over the summer he went to the Bahamas with 
his dad for a graduation present, where he passed his 
days jetskiing, parasailing, swimming, and playing 
craps (he won $400!). 
atima lui,  an ap Scholar with Distinction, grad-
uated in the spring from Phillips Academy Andover 
where she earned the Rodriguez Prize in Spanish and 
Departmental Award in English. She is now a freshman 
at the Olin School of Business at Washington University 
in St. Louis where she has been designated an Ervin 
Scholar, a distinction that includes a full-ride academic 
scholarship. Atima is the second Ervin Scholar in the 
family, following in older sister Asona’s ’01 footsteps. 
Atima is featured on the Andover website, in an article 
about how she found time for a variety of activities while 
maintaining a record of academic excellence: “It’s a big 
misconception that pa (Phillips Academy) students have 
no time for anything but studying,” says Atima, who 
consistently made honors while being very active each 
week in a variety of clubs and activities and playing 
four years of varsity volleyball.” This summer, Atima 
appeared with her brother Nyalia ’08 in the play Now 
Let Me Fly presented at the Brown v. Board of Education 
historic site, and filmed by French filmmaker Fabrice 
Chiambretto for the documentary Black Clay.  Atima 
was also named a National Achievement Commended 
Scholar for her scores in the top 2% of African Americans 

in the us. Voted “Most Likely to become a Millionaire” by her 
fellow 12th graders at Andover, Atima looks forward to studying 
finance and joining the Step Dance team at Wash u.
kirsten marples had a very busy senior year. She was 
captain of the varsity volleyball team, earning All City 
and All League Honorable Mention. She participated in 
National Honor Society, marching band, German club, 
French club, and was president of Mu Alpha Theta. Kirsten 
was nominated as one of seven ywca Future Leaders in 
Topeka and was also a nominee for Outstanding Fall Female 
Athlete by the Topeka Shawnee County Sports Council. As 
if that’s not enough, Kirsten was nominated for Homecom-
ing Queen and won Best Looking in her senior class! Kirsten 
is attending the University of Kansas this fall and plans to 
study nursing, medicine, art history, or German. 
blair paxson graduated from Burlington High School 
in Burlington, Kansas but has moved east to Virginia. She 
spent the summer as a nanny for a family in Lynchburg and 
will start at Lynchburg College this fall, where she plans to 
major in graphic design.
katrina ramirez graduated from New Trier High School 
in Illinois and spent part of her time working in the glass 
art department of the school, crafting plates, jewelry, and 
“whatever else you can make with glass and a torch.” Over 
the summer she traveled through Europe with her family 
and ended up back in Chicago, where she is taking sum-
mer courses at Northwestern University. Although she left 
Kansas for high school, she is back this fall, attending ku, 
and planning on a major in economics.



tess wilson spent her summer working at On the Bor-
der and helping out with an art camp at the Mulvane Art 
Museum. Just before school started, she went to Boston 
for a conference dealing with international women’s rights. 
In the fall she began her freshman year at Washburn Uni-
versity, where she plans to major in English and perhaps 
get a minor in mass media. Tess is proud to say that she 
is still very close to her tcs friends Caitlin Fitzpatrick 
’04, Atima Lui ’04, and Hannah Naeger ’04 (t). Their 
summer has been filled with tcs  alum fun! 

2005
hunter ellsworth (t) is a freshman at k-State this 
fall. Last year, he was a candidate for the prestigious 
Presidential Scholarship, which recognizes some of 

Hunter Ellsworth ’05 (T) honors TCS 
Math Teacher Phyllis Hoyt
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the country’s most distinguished high school seniors. 
While he hadn’t been in her classroom for six years, 
Hunter wrote about tcs math teacher Phyllis Hoyt in 
his Presidential Scholars essay: “Mrs. Hoyt put every-
thing in motion for me so that I could be strong and self-
motivated, so that I could succeed in difficult courses, 
so that I could take tests calmly and well-prepared. But, 
like all good coaches, she not only prepared me for ‘game 
day’, she prepared me for life. I still remember the little 
sign on her file cabinet that said, ‘To teach is to touch a 
life forever.’ In this case, the sign holds true.” As a senior 
at Topeka West, Hunter was a member of the Scholars’ 
Bowl Team that took first at the state championship. 
bondy kaye was a lifeguard for the City of Topeka 
Parks and Rec over the summer. When he wasn’t work-
ing, he was chillin’.
cori viola (t) is a varsity debater at Washburn Rural 
High School. As a member of Young Democrats, she 
sent food and other comforts to soldiers serving in 
Iraq. During the hot summer months, she worked at 
Sheridan’s Frozen Custard, a job she liked so much she’s 
staying there even now that summer’s over. When she 
wasn’t serving ice cream, Cori was traveling with her 
church’s youth group, visiting Oklahoma and Texas 
to work on mission programs.

2006
sjobor hammer won first place at National History 
Day in the Senior Individual Documentary category 
with the video she directed, taped and edited: “Bones of 
Contention: Battling for Human Dignity at the Salina 
Indian Burial Pit.” Sjobor also collected a $5,000 prize 
from the History Channel (see page 12).
jackie horn  is a junior at Topeka High. She is a 
member of the Chansonettes, the all-girls choir, which 
makes her “happy as a clam.” She had to have surgery 
on her vocal cords to have nodules removed, leaving 
her speechless – literally – for a week! 
cyrus wittig is back at Deerfield Academy for his 
junior year after working as a camp counselor at several 
sports camps on Long Island this summer.



2007
joseph barber  moved to New Zealand with his 
family after graduation from tcs. This summer, he 
welcomed Collegiate classmate Joel Billinger ’07 and 
his family, who came to visit. The Barbers showed 
the Billingers around, taking them to the beach, 
even though it was winter there! Joseph went with 
the Billingers to Taupo, a big lake in the mountains 
a couple of hours south of where Joseph lives.
joel billinger traveled to New Zealand this sum-
mer to visit tcs classmate Joseph Barber ’07 and 
his family. They took three suitcases full of chips, 
marshmallows, crackers and video games - things the 
Barbers couldn’t find in New Zealand. His family’s 
first stop was Candyland, a candy factory that proved 
to be a big hit with everyone. Joel went to the beach 
and got to explore a thermal area in Rotorua. After 
New Zealand, the Billingers spent a few days in Ta-
hiti before returning home.
thomas varney is a sophomore at Seaman High 
School. As a freshman, he played football, basketball 
and baseball. This year he’s concentrating on basket-
ball and baseball. He still plays and enjoys summer 
league baseball.

Thomas Varney ’07 
(sliding into base) 
enjoys summer 
baseball

Tobey Billinger ’01 and Joel Billinger ’07 (2nd from left and 
far right) enjoying the sights in New Zealand, where Joseph 
Barber ’07 (2nd from right) now lives with his family
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Sarah Padgett ’06 returns to TCS 
to judge History Day exhibits



Samantha Crow ’95 spent the summer and 
early fall traveling, swimming, and reading novels and 
pondering her future. Why, she wonders, would any-
one be interested in that? Good question, were it not 
for the fact that she just gave up a job that most people 
would kill for. Google topped Fortune Magazine’s list 
of best companies to work for in 2007.
   After four years at Google, during which the com-
pany went public and grew from roughly 2,000 em-
ployees to 10,000, Samantha called it quits, collected 
her stock options, and set about deciding what she 
wants to do next. “I still need to figure out what my 
dream is,” she says.
   Not that there was anything wrong with Google. 
“It’s a really big company,” says Samantha. “I was a 
very small piece of that very big company. It really is 
a great place to work. When I think about a corpora-
tion, Google is the one I would choose. But I don’t 
want to spend my career in a corporation.”
   As a product marketing manager, Samantha 
worked most recently on iGoogle, the personalized 
version of the Google home page. Had she stayed 
at Google, she might have become a senior product 
manager or vice president of product marketing. 
But neither is what she wants to do with her life. 
“Now seemed like a good time to take the leap and 
see what else is out there,” she says.
   As we go to press, Samantha is thinking she might 
do anything from starting a business to writing a 
book to starting a web site. If it’s business, the ideas 
she’s most excited about are in the non-profit area. 
She moved to Washington dc in October. 
   This summer, Samantha traveled to Greece to visit 
a college roommate, then to Europe. Back home in 
Topeka, she spent time with her parents, Helen and 
Dan, and enjoyed the absence of traffic and the luxury 
of available, free parking. “If I want to go to a store, I 
can park right in front,” she says. “It’s so cool!” 

Life After 
Google
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The Parthenon provides an ancient backdrop 
for Samantha in Athens

Samantha Crow ’95 visits a Google office in 
Zurich during her summer travels in Europe
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   erin atwood

kansas university: lawrence

National Merit Commended Scholar
State of Kansas Scholar
Robert C. Byrd Scholarship
Senator Robert J. Dole Public Service Scholarship
Watkins-Berger Scholarship
   elizabeth brownback

loyola marymount university: los angeles, 
   california

Loyola Marymount University Arrupe Scholarship
   cassidy carpenter

kansas university: lawrence

   paige conlin

washburn university: topeka

   peter ebeling

kansas university: lawrence

Rowena Pringle Scholarship
President’s Award for Educational Excellence
University of Kansas Achievement Scholarship
   caitlin fitzpatrick

kenyon college: gambier, ohio 
   austin gideon

washington and lee university: lexington, 
   virginia

Washington and Lee University George Washington 
   Scholarship
   daniel gross

kansas city community college: kansas city

Soccer Scholarship
   christal hannigan

kansas state university: manhattan

Kansas Scholars Curriculum Completer

College Choices Class of 
2004

   jane lee

university of california-los angeles

State of Kansas Scholar
University of California-Los Angeles Academic    
   Scholarship
   atima lui

washington university: st. louis, missouri

Ervin Scholarship
   kirsten marples

kansas university: lawrence

Manuel Pusitz Scholarship
University of Kansas Achievement Scholarship
President’s Award for Educational Excellence
   erika o’shea

kansas university: lawrence

National Merit Scholarship
Self Scholarship
Long Scholarship
Combs Scholarship
   james “monte” parrish

kansas state university: manhattan

   blair paxon

lynchburg college: lynchburg, virginia

Presidential Scholarship
Lynchburg College Scholarship Competition Award
William Griffith Memorial Scholarship
   morgan peacock

washburn university: topeka

   katrina ramirez

kansas university: lawrence

College Choices



Class of 2004

College Choices Class of 
2004 College Choices

   kandace yee

university of missouri-kansas city

State of Kansas Scholar
University of Missouri-Kansas City Leadership 
   Scholarship
Chancellor’s Scholar Award
Chancellor’s Non-Resident Fee Differential
Don Williams Memorial Scholarship
Wayne Howbert Friend of Youth Scholarship
   steven yoo

kansas university: lawrence

   samuel zlotky 
washburn university: topeka

   rebecca rosacker

kansas state university: manhattan

Kansas State University Merit Scholarship 
   tess wilson

washburn university: topeka

Academic Scholarship - Washburn University
Wiseman Scholarship - Washburn University
Presidential Scholarship - Washburn University
Garvey Scholarship - Washburn University
Marching Band Scholarship - Washburn University
Manuel Pusitz Scholarship
President’s Award for Educational Excellence

Class of 2004



Dear Friends,
   In this section of Collegiate Life and in this season of giving thanks, I 
want to express my gratitude to all the members of our community who 
helped make our school’s 25th Anniversary year memorable. Thank you to 
the talented, dedicated, hard-working folks who stepped up to fill crucial 
leadership roles and to all who supported our school with gif ts of time, 
energy and financial support. 
   In August we said farewell to five members of the Board of Trustees: 
Cindi Buck, Kris Chanay, Pat Gideon, François Henriquez and Bill 
Padget t. We thank them for their loyal  service and for the many, many 
hours they spent working to make TCS a bet ter place for our children.
   I t’s with a smile that I thank 2007-08 Annual Fund Co-Chairs Kristina 
Dietrick and Bill Padget t, who truly put the “fun” in Annual Fund with their 
cheerleader routines and the accompanying silliness. Who says ef fective 
fundraising can’t make you chuckle? 

   The 2008 auction mirrored our 25th Anniversary 
festivities with a theme of Celebrate! Auction Co-
Chairs Kim Baker and Laura Schwerdt led the way 
with the hilarious “Heads or Tails” game and the 
launch of a successful corporate table sponsorship 
program.
   Special thanks to the inaugural Parent Council 
leadership team: President Joe Pennington, Vice 
President Dave Lob, Secretary Tracey Goering and 
Treasurer Yelena Carrington. This foursome deserves 
credit for their pioneering ef for ts and for laying the 
groundwork for future Parent Councils.
   The commitment of these individuals and of all 
those whose names appear in the pages of this 
Annual Repor t is greatly appreciated.

          With warm regards,

     David K. Hudspeth, Jr. 
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New 
eNdowmeNt 
FuNd 
HoNors 
FouNder’s 
motHer

  

Founder Susan Garlinghouse’s mother, 
Susan Buder Horan, died May 13th at the age 
of 89. Shortly before she died, she made a gen-
erous bequest to Topeka Collegiate School to 
establish a fund that would provide financial aid 
to deserving students. Since then, the fund has 
grown with memorial gifts from Mrs. Horan’s 
children, grandchildren, friends and admirers.
   The Susan Buder Horan Endowment Fund 
is a fitting tribute to a woman who loved her 
family and prized educational opportunity.  
   Mrs. Horan grew up in a family where edu-
cation was a priority. Her father and his four 
brothers founded the Susan Rassieur Buder 
School in St. Louis, Missouri. In addition, her 
father was a charter founder of the John Bur-

roughs School, an independent school recog-
nized as one of the nation’s premier preparatory 
schools. Mrs. Horan was a voracious reader who 
adored children and was entranced with their 
development. Susan Garlinghouse and her six 
siblings remember their mother as a natural 
teacher. “Mom opened doors but never forced 
us through them. Whether it was birds, wild-
flowers, horses or books, she was a teacher who 
respected each of our very different interests 
and personalities.”  
   Awards will be made from the Susan Buder 
Horan Fund for children who meet Topeka 
Collegiate School’s admission standards, and 
whose families demonstrate a need for financial 
aid (See list of donors page 50). 

susan buder horan 
1918-2008

≈
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expenditures

New 
eNdowmeNt 
FuNd 
HoNors 
FouNder’s 
motHer
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other fundraising
interest

other
total revenues

112,390
56,269
15,567
4,707,235

capital 
campaign
contributions
1,399,669

tuition & fees 
2,538,097

revenue

auction 
annual fund

extracurricular       
activities    

171,879
137,951
275,413

annual report 2007-2008

fundraising
administrative 

& of fice
financial aid 

65,415
322,335

455,406

salaries & 
benefits
2,065,972

facilit y & maintenance
instructional supplies
total expenditures

278,863
253,296
3,441,287



ruth and bernard 
fink society
   Membership levels
i. American eagle Council 
   $5,000 and above
Sharon and Howard Fricke
Susan and B. Kent Garlinghouse 
Kathy and Bruce Myers
i i. Golden eagle Council 
   $2,500 to $4,999
Sue and Randy Badsky
Susan and Brian Beard
Ximena Garcia and Craig Gernon
Grace and Michael Morrison
Isolde and Stefano Pettinella
Lori and Kris Robbins
Laura and Greg Schwerdt
Elinor and Michael Tourtellot
Stephanie and John Valley

i i i. Zap the Gap 
   $1,500 to $2,499
Anonymous
Kris and Jeff Chanay
Michel’ and James Cole
Joyce and Jim DeCoursey
Kristina and John Dietrick
Jett and Tim Elmer
Cheryl and John Fager
Karen and Patrick Gideon
Jane and Russell Greene
Laura Stephenson and 
   François Henriquez
Marta and Brandan Kennedy
Cheryl Rios Kingfisher and 
   David Kingfisher
Alison ’86 and Brian Langham
Diana and Olaf Larson
Dawn and Shawn Magee

Tracey Goering and 
   Dennis Mahan
Debra and Carl Maichel
Karen and Bill Padgett
Barbara and Richard Shapiro
 
additional giving 
categories
i. President’s Council 
   $750 to $1,499
Anonymous
Brad and Deborah Aboud
Lisa and Dan Anderson
Joe Anderson
Nikki and Dave Anderson
Eileen and Patrick Doran
Sara and Jim Farley
Mary Loftus and Glenn Freeman
Yumiko and Alex Glashausser

2007-2008 ANNuAl FuNd CoNtributors

thank you

Co-Chairs 
Kristina Dietrick and 

Bill Padgett lead 
cheers for the 
Annual Fund



Tracey Goering and 
   Dennis Mahan
Debra and Carl Maichel
Karen and Bill Padgett
Barbara and Richard Shapiro
 
additional giving 
categories
i. President’s Council 
   $750 to $1,499
Anonymous
Brad and Deborah Aboud
Lisa and Dan Anderson
Joe Anderson
Nikki and Dave Anderson
Eileen and Patrick Doran
Sara and Jim Farley
Mary Loftus and Glenn Freeman
Yumiko and Alex Glashausser

2007-2008 ANNuAl FuNd CoNtributors

thank you

thank you
Christine Glennon
Jacqueline Hyland and 
   Timothy Hindman
Mary Lou and David Hudspeth
Harriett and Larry Johnson
Becky and Edwin Linquist
Steve Page
Traci Lackey Rabusic and 
   Richard Rabusic
Sabukun Nahar and 
   Rehan Reza
Cindy Shields
Denise and Charles Smith
Lynn and Mark Stillings
Jane and Dick Tilghman
Debbie Ward
Lynette and Peter Wert
i i. Head of school’s 
   Council 
   $500 to $749
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Andrea and Chris Bandy
Dallas Bauer
Suzanne and Kevin Beckwith
Cindi and Mark Buck
Yelena Carrington
Beth and Duane Fager
Debbie and Michael Gibson
Mary and Scott Hamilton
Sandy and Don Hazlett
Joe Horan
Sarah and Donney Kastner

Beth and David Kensinger
Marilyn Kido
Davis Lob
Dené and Zach Mosier
Cheryl Weber and Dave    
   Pomeroy
Barbara and Loren Shinn
Linda Weinbrecht
Yu Welch
Cathie and Thomas Wiley
i i i. benefactor’s Council 
   $250 to $499
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Abeer Al-Asali and 
   Tareq Abu-Salah
Karen and Lee Benson
Stephen Blum and 
   Judith Corkum
Eva Brown
Sharon Brown
Stephania and 
   Adrian Caracioni
Carolyn and Jason Carlson
Lisa Hecht and 
   Vincent Carter
Sabine Schmidt and 
   Alex Cimbal
Helen and Dan Crow
Colleen Dougan
Jill and Chris Dykes
Elinor and Stewart Entz
Mary and Noel Etzel

Mako Ueno and 
   John Fakhoury
Stephanie and Ryan Farley
Gail and Benjamin Franklin
Leslie and Nathan Ham 
Polly and Evan Johnson
Jill and Michael Lincoln
Suzanne and John
   MacDonald
Sushmita Veloor and 
   Raghunath Malay
Sally and Michael McEvoy
Sherry and Eric Miltz
Lanny and Bryant Moyer
Linda Kunkle Park and 
   Kenneth Park
Kelly Magerkurth and 
   Todd Payne
Erin Bess and Joe Pennington
David Prager III
Suchitra Ram and 
   Suresh Ramamurthi
Rajni and Madan Rattan
Karen and Gary Robertson
Dianne and Tac Sands
Nancy and Reg Schneider
Petra and Gregory Schneider
Viola and Kemper Straley
Kristen and Carl Tillona
Cari and David Walls ’83

Ashlie and Kyle Wilk
Eleese and Richard Young
Sue and Larry Zientara
Beth and David Zlotky
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iv. Friends’ Council 
   $50 to $249
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Diane and Andrew Allen
Cindy and Chad Armbruster
Kimberly and Richard Baker

Ruth and Eugene Bammes
Deana and Richard Beardmore
Avery Ayers-Berry and 
   Patrick Berry
Kelley and Jason Berryman
Ellen Safier and Efrain Bleiberg
Jennifer and Jonathan Bohlander
Mindy and Randall Bowman
Paula and Chris Carlson
Brandon Cox
Samantha Crow ’95

Rae Anne and Kevin Davis
Nicoleta and Vlad Dimitriu
Maura and Bud Dingman

Robert Dubois
Andrea and John Ebeling
Amy and Michael Entz
Jennifer Fizer-Neal and 
   Clay Neal
Shirley Fouse
Eva and Emilio Garcia
Liz and Joe Garcia
Theda Gideon
Jill and Raney Gilliland
Charles Glashausser
Sylvia and James Hamilton
Joni Hamilton
Robin and Bob Hannigan

thank you
The Annual Fund Spirit Squad
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thank youthank you
Phyllis and Brent Hoyt
Patricia Hyland
Stacie and Blake James
Tamara Kessler
Lori and Ali Khan
Rebecca and Dale Kile
Mary and Jim Livergood
Lisa Locke
Melanie and John Lowrey
Ann Sachs and Mark Madsen
Lisa and Shawn Manley
Jannis and Miguel Martinez
Linda and Charles Millhuff
Laura and David Morris
Melanie and John Mullican
Fran and Tom Mulligan
Jane Musgrave
Erika and Jason Newell
Jewelia and Bob Oswald
Lynda and Harry Patterson
Joan and Greg Pease
Kathy and David Petty
Jeremy Philipp
Betty and Frank Phillips
Garet and Lawson Phillips
Kirsten and Ed Prekopy
Kim and Eric Reckenbeil
Debbie and John Rosacker
Maureen Ruh and Timothy Rot
Tammy and Shaun Schmidt
Jackie and Kyle Schumann
Athena Andaya and 
   Gordon Self
Michele and Brandon Senne

Mary and Michael Sheetz
Sarah and Scott Shipman
Kay and Bradley Siebert
Brande Simmons
Carisa Sims
v. Associates’ Council 
   $1 to $49
Julie DeJean and Keith 
   Armstrong
Brint Baker
Mary Kate Baldwin
Kris Bethea
Mindy Boos
Sally and Bert Buckland
David Butler
Michelle Caban ’88

Bonnie Martel and 
   Luis Chavez
Maia Ruby-Clemmons ’90 

   and A.J. Clemmons
Lori Desch
Miranda Ericsson
Lucía Gutiérrez and 
   Alvaro Estrada
Clayton Fizer
Naomi Franklin
John Freeman ’98

Katie Freeman ’93

Stephanie Nesseth and 
   Andrew Goodrick
Sarah and John Guffey
Cheryl and Stuart Hamilton
Diana Hargreaves
Gladys and Robert Holmes

Danielle and David Huckins
Paula and Jerry Huff
Terry Ingram
Kelly and Mike Jannelle
Lisa and Patrick Kelly
Tracie and Travis Lamb
Kate Land ’01

Kimberly and Michael 
   Mayfield
David McCoy
Nancy and Clifford Myers
Lynette and Chris Palmer
Stephanie and Alan Reynolds
Misti and Jason Robertson
Marie and Lorne Ruby
Jennifer and Paul Shipp
Angela Swisher
Joseph Swisher
Shelley and Dave Watson
Brenda Wilch
vi. organizations
Collective Brands, Inc.
Douglas County Community 
   Foundation
Family Charities Foundation
Google Matching Gift 
   Program
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Kokari Foundation
Murray and Sons 
   Construction
Security Benefit Company
Target
Walmart Foundation
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i. school Families
Deborah and Brad Aboud
Abeer Al-Asali and 
   Tareq Abu-Salah
Lisa and Dan Anderson
Joe Anderson
Sue and Randy Badsky
Kim and Rick Baker
Ruth Bammes
Andrea and Chris Bandy 
Dallas Bauer
The Beard Family 
Suzanne and Kevin Beckwith 
The Benson Family
The Berry Family

The Berryman Family
The Beyer Family
Tana and Barry Blankenbeker
Judy Corkum and Steve Blum 
Jon and Jennifer Bohlander 
Mindy and Randy Bowman 
The Brede Family
Susan and Michael  Brinker 
   and family 
Eva Brown and Ella Brown 
  Richards 
Mary and Sam Brownback
Stefania and Adrian Caracioni
The Carrington Family
The Chanay Family

2007-2008 AuCtioN CoNtributors
The Chavez Family
The Cimbal Family
Michel’ and Jim Cole
The Cox Family
Rae Anne and Kevin Davis 
The DeCoursey Brennan 
   Family 
Elinor and Edgar DeJean
Lori Desch
Kristina and John Dietrick 
Nicoleta and Vlad Dimitriu
Maura and Bud Dingman
Eileen and Pat Doran 
Jill and Chris Dykes
The Ebeling Family

thank you
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Auction Co-Chairs 
and Acquisition 

Chairs:(left  to right) 
Debra Ricks, 

Kim Baker, 
Laura Schwerdt and 

Tracey Goering
Photo by 

Nathan Ham



thank you
Amy and Mike Entz
The Estrada-Gutierrez Family
Mary and Noel Etzel 
James and Mako Fakhoury
Stephanie and Ryan Farley
Shirley Fouse
Gail and Ben Franklin
The Fricke Family
The Gabel Family
Liz and Joe Garcia
Susan and B. Kent Garlinghouse
Debbie and Michael Gibson
The Gideon Family
Jill and Raney Gilliland
Yumiko and Alex Glashausser 
Jane and Russell Greene
Michele and David Hall
Dorthy Stucky Halley and 
   Steve Halley
Leslie and Nathan Ham
Sylvia and Jim Hamilton 
Mason and Bailey Hamilton 
   and family
Mary and Scott Hamilton
The Hannigan Family 
The Henriquez Stephenson Family 
The Hindman Family
The Huckins and Twemlow Family
Mary Lou and David Hudspeth
Polly and Evan Johnson 
Sarah and Donney Kastner 
The Kaye Valdovinos Family

Eileen and John Kean
The Kennedy Family
Joanne and Clyde Kensinger
Marilyn Kido
The Kingfisher Family
Diana and Olaf Larson 
The Lathrop-Allen Family
The Lincoln Family
Dave Lob
Lisa Locke and Ed Lohf 
Melanie and John Lowrey
Lauren and Stuart Lowry 
Dawn and Shawn Magee 
Kelly Magerkurth and 
   Todd Payne 
Dennis Mahan and 
   Tracey Goering
The Maichel Family
Rajya and Pat Malay
Lisa and Shawn Manley 
Gwen McClain
The McEvoy Family 
The McGivern Family
Stephanie and Scott 
   Mickelsen 
Linda and Chip Millhuff
Sherry and Eric Miltz
Grace and Mike Morrison
Dene’ and Zach Mosier
Lanny and Bryant Moyer
Melanie and John Mullican
Kathy and Bruce Myers

Brad Neff
Stephanie Nesseth and 
   Andrew Goodrick
Erika and Jason Newell
The Nicolae Family
Jewelia and Bob Oswald
Karen and Bill Padgett
Elizabeth Page
Steve Page 
Martha and Dick Patterson
Melinda and Matt Patterson 
The Pennington Family
Isolde and Stefano Pettinella 
The Phillips Family
The Politi Family 
Dave Pomeroy and 
   Cheryl Weber
The Pourmirza Family
Kim and Eric Reckenbeil 
Rex, Shannon and 
   Shaylene Rees 
Amber Renyer
Lori and Kris Robbins
The Gary Robertson Family
The Jason Robertson Family
Debbie and John Rosacker 
Maia Ruby-Clemmons ’90
Tac and Dianne Sands
Tammy and Shaun Schmidt
Petra and Greg Schneider
Laura and Greg Schwerdt
The Shapiro Family
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Mary and Michael Sheetz 
Cindy Shields 
The Shinn Family
The Shipman Family
The Shipp Family
Kay Siebert
Carisa Sims
Tonya Marie, Scott and 
   Ariel Smith
Denise and Chuck Smith 
Cindy and David Stillings
Viola and Kemper Straley 
TCS Board of Trustees
TCS 07-08 Boys Basketball team
TCS 07-08 Boys Volleyball team
TCS 07-08 Girls Basketball team

TCS 07-08 Girls Volleyball team
TCS 07-08 Soccer team
Anita and Eldon Thiessen 
Jane and Dick Tilghman
Kristen and Carl Tillona
The Unruh Family
Stephanie and John Valley 
The Van Aalst Family
Gautham Varakantham 
   and Jyothi Dodlapati
The Vosburgh Family 
The Voth Family
Yu Welch
The Wen Family
The Wickham Family
Brenda Wilch

Teri and Kirk Williams
Isabelle and Rob Williams
Lori and Steve Wyre
The Yee Family 
Eleese and Richard Young 
David Zlotky
i i. other donors
Abilene & Smoky Valley Railroad
Aboud’s at Western Hills, Inc.
Allied Paint
American Girl Place
Anonymous
The Barn Bed and 
   Breakfast Inn
Beauty Brands Salon 
   Spa Superstore 

    Alumni 
 Auction
 Spotters 
 (left to right) 
 Kandace Yee, 
   Monte Parrish,
     Blair Paxson 
    and Erin Atwood –
  all Class of 2004
Photo by Nathan Ham thank you



thank you
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Blush Boutique
Broker Boxes
Melissa Brunner - 13 News
Capitol Plaza Hotel
Carlos Express Service
Chef Alli’s 
Chez Yasu French Restaurant
The Children’s Museum 
   of Kansas City
Classical Acupuncture 
   of Kansas
Combat Air Museum
Copeland Gymnastics
Bryan Cranston, Cranston 
   Recycling
Scot Weller - Cypress Ridge
   Golf Course
Sheri Daudet - Creative Self 
   Hypnotherapy
The Diamond House - John Dasher
Dog Day Afternoon
EGOS Salon and Day Spa
Expert Tire
Fragrance World
Framewoods
Friends of TCS
Dr. Michael T. Gardner
Debbie Gaskill
Glory Days Pizza
The Great Overland Station
Greenroom Salon
Nathan Ham Photography

Heartland Park Topeka
Hillmer’s Leather
Homeland Paintball Field
The Intercontinental Hotel
Johnny Carino’s
Kansas Cosmosphere and 
   Space Center
Kansas Underground 
   Salt Museum
Kinko’s on Wanamaker
Kitchen Gallery
David Leavitt
Lori’s Tasti Pastries
Lyric Opera of Kansas City
Maximus Fitness and Wellness
Meals By Magic
Metropolitan Ballet of Topeka 
Midwest Moms
Modern Mom Designs by 
   Jolee Spencer
Tim Collins, Washburn Soccer 
   Coach
Old Chicago
Omaha Children’s Museum
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo
On The Border
Outback Steakhouse
Patio, Pool & Fireside
The Rose Theater in Omaha
Scottsdale Plaza Resort
Bruce Scoular
Governor Kathleen Sebelius

Seelye Mansion
Alissa Sheley
Snow Creek
Starbucks Coffee
Billie Stewart
The Martha Stewart Show
Studio Furniture
Supersonic Music
Target 
Zoe Thompson
Timeless Portraits - Leslie Richards
Topeka Civic Theatre and 
   Academy
Topeka Harley Davidson
Topeka Zoological Park
The UPS Store
Village Cleaners
Wild Bird House
Wolfe’s Camera 
Wood Valley Racquet Club    
   and Fitness Center
i i i. Professional 
development donors
Sue and Randy Badsky
Andrea and Chris Bandy
Susan and Brian Beard
Mary DeCoursey and David 
   Brennan
Yelena Carrington
Kris and Jeff Chanay
Janie and Ben Coates
Michel’ and Jim Cole



Rebecca and John Copeland
Jill and Patrick Cox
Kristina and John Dietrick
Eileen and Pat Doran
Janet and Jed Dunnichay
Jett and Tim Elmer
Stacy Elmer ’95
Mary and Noel Etzel
Cheryl and John Fager
Mary Loftus and Glenn Freeman
Ximena Garcia and Craig    
   Gernon
Karen and Pat Gideon
Jane and Russell Greene
Steve and Dorthy Stucky Halley
Mary and Scott Hamilton
Laura Stephenson and 
   François Henriquez
Jackie Hyland and 
   Timothy Hindman
Mary Lou and David 
   Hudspeth
Mel and Bill James
Marta and Brandan 
   Kennedy
Jill and Mike Lincoln
Melanie and John Lowrey
Bert Lyons
Ann and Mark Madsen
Dawn and Shawn Magee
Tracey Goering and 
   Dennis Mahan
Aileen McCarthy
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Eileen and Mark McGivern
Sherry and Eric Miltz
Grace and Mike Morrison
Melanie and John Mullican
Kathy and Bruce Myers
Nancy and Jim Parrish
Martha and Dick Patterson
Erin Bess and Joseph 
   Pennington
Kathy and David Petty
Traci and Richard Rabusic
Michelle Richards
Lori and Kris Robbins
Loretta and Ed Schwerdt
Security Benefit
Christine and Theron Sims
Erin and Zach Snethen
Stephanie and John Valley
Al Williams
Terri and Kirk Williams
Becky and Jeff Wylie
Vicky Yee
Sue and Larry Zientara
Beth and David Zlotky
iv. Corporate tables
CoreFirst Bank and Trust         
HTK  Architects      
Legacy Restaurant Group  
McGivern Realty      
Schwerdt Contract Group 
   &  Schwerdt Design 
Security Benefit 

2007-2008 
eNdowmeNt FuNd 
CoNtributioNs
i. susan buder Horan 
memorial Fund
(See story page 40)

Vickie and David Console
Collette and Phil Coolidge
Anne Courtney and Jim Stribling
Lois and Lawrence Dimmitt
Leah and H. B. Marshall
Kristen and Brad Garlinghouse
Mark Garlinghouse
Matt Garlinghouse
Meg Garlinghouse
Kimberly Garlinghouse - Jones 
   and Eliott Jones
Jane and Russell Greene
Jill Hlavaty
Barbara and Oscar Horan
Sue and Joe Horan
Connie and Pat Hubbell
Becky and Herb Iams

thank you



This report acknowledges 

gifts made to Topeka 

Collegiate School between 

September 1, 2007 and 

August 31, 2008. Every 

effort has been made to 

ensure the accuracy of this 

report. If we have made an 

error or omission, please 

accept our apology and 

advise us of the accurate 

information so we may 

print a correction

thank you
Joan Knoll
Alison and Brian Langham
Linda Lee and Craig Woodbury
Mary Kay and Tom Magerkurth
Jean and Donald Miller
Lanny and Bryant Moyer
Martha and Richard Patterson
Mary Powell and Craig Yorke
Rita and Robert Roeder
Catherine and Ford Ross
Ellen Safier and Efrain Bleiberg
Lisa and Bill Schultz
Karen and Fred Shectman
Pamela and Michael Spicer
Mr. and Mrs. David Street
Constance and Harold Swedlund
Kansas Action for Children, Inc.
M-C Industries,  Inc.
i i. Norma and Alan Hill   
memorial Fund
Cherie and Richard Davis
i i i. Phyllis Hoyt endowed 
mathematics Chair
Jane and Russell Greene
Brooke Tourtellot Goc ‘91
George Tourtellot ‘94

otHer CoNtributioNs
   Perry williams 
memorial Fund 
Bonnie Barclay Williams and 
   Guy Williams
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Stay in touch with Topeka Collegiate 
and your fellow alums by joining our 
TCS Alums Facebook group. Begin by 
“ friending” Mary Loftus (mloftus@
topekacollegiate.org). Then you’ ll be 
invited to join the TCS Alums group, 
open only to former TCS students.
 
save the dates!
annual auction 
   “Bid From Your Heart”
   Saturday, February 14, 2009
   5:30 pm

graduation
   Thursday, May 21, 2009
   10:00 am

keeping in touch Please send us your news! If you don’t see 
your news in this edition of Collegiate Life, it may mean we don’t 
know how to get in touch with you. Please help us by sending 
us your current e-mail address, as that is our primary means of 
gathering alumni information. If you have just begun college, 
please let us know your school e-mail address. If you’ve changed 
your e-mail address in the past year or so, please send the new 
one. Simply e-mail your address to mloftus@topekacollegiate.
org. Collegiate Life is published once a year in the fall. We gather 
alumni news during the summer, but we welcome and invite 
your news and updated address information any time.

alumna intern serves development office Thanks 
to Jordan Carter ’03, who served as Development Department 
intern this summer. Between tutoring 
and babysitting jobs, and her summer 
travels, Jordan was invaluable as she 
helped research and write alumni 
news items, track down e-mail 
addresses, and most importantly, 
launch our tcs Alums Facebook 
community. Thanks, Jordan!

2200 SW Eveningside Drive
Topeka, Kansas 66614
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