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From the Head of School

Dear Friends,
   This is a year of  celebration! We are marking the 25th anniversary of  Topeka 
Collegiate School just as we reach the 300-student enrollment milestone. It’s a 
confluence of  happy events that makes it a great time to be Head of  School. I have 
great respect for the founders of  this school and for the hardy group we’ve dubbed The 
Pathfinders – those brave souls who saw the potential in the startup school out by the 
airfield a quarter of  a century ago, and took the leap of  faith.
   While we are honoring the past this year, we are also looking to the future. We 
are at a critical juncture in the life of  this school and there can be no moratorium or 
resting on our laurels. 
   We must teach students to strive each and every day to develop core values, build 
integrity, foster acceptance and tolerance for others, and understand the value of  
honesty while building a sense of  community within the student body and a respect 
for individuals and differing points of  view. This school is a microcosm of  the world.
   We give students alternatives so they can learn to take risks and enlarge their 
curiosity and creativity. They need both space and structure, academic challenge, and 

time to be themselves in order to foster their rapid physical, social, emotional and intellectual growth. When 
students are taught to ask and to make real choices, and are allowed to make mistakes in an atmosphere of  
high expectations and general support, they will learn to deal with the conflicts of  freedom and interdependence 
that will continue throughout their adult lives.
   This school is more than a series of  buildings where teachers teach and students learn. It is a community 
which involves students, parents, teachers and friends in its decision making, learning activities and daily life. It 
is a community that is enriched by the inclusion of  persons of  differing backgrounds and personalities.
   Education should give individuals confidence in their abilities, the skills to implement them, and enthusiasm 
for ideas to sustain them through a lifetime of  challenges and learning. For our students to be the future leaders 
they will become, they must have a fearless and thoughtful approach to contemporary and future world problems. 
This is what we do here at Topeka Collegiate. We offer opportunities – opportunities for a lifetime.

                                   Sincerely,

                                   David K. Hudspeth, Jr. 
                                   Head of  School
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Excellence in 
Education 
1982 – 2007 

ooking back, it seems almost a 
miracle that Topeka Collegiate 
School opened its doors on 
September 7, 1982. The idea 

of establishing an independent school in Topeka had met 
with resistance, even antagonism. There were obstacles and 
tremendous setbacks, including the death of the first head-
master. Fortunately for a generation of students, Topeka 
Collegiate’s founding families were strong, smart, resolute 
and untiring in the pursuit of their vision.
   As we celebrate the 25th anniversary of Topeka Collegiate 
School, we mark another exciting milestone. Enrollment 
has reached 300 students – something that would have 
been difficult to imagine back when the school was noth-
ing more than an idea. 
 
      The Beginning  
Kent Garlinghouse remembers the very moment that the 
idea for Topeka Collegiate School was born. “I came home 
from work one day, asked what’s for dinner,” he recalls, 
“and Susan said, ‘This will just never do.’” This was their 
daughter Kim’s public middle school education. Always 
involved in her children’s education, Susan Garlinghouse 
found middle schools in Topeka particularly lacking. When 
Kim finished her seventh grade math book before the end 
of the year, for example, she simply marked time for the 
rest of the year. There was no homework in any subject. 
Susan was galvanized into action. The year was 1978. 

L
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   Susan and Kent set about find-
ing like-minded parents who might 
be interested in starting a private, 
non-church-affiliated, college prep 
day school. From two organization-
al meetings emerged a core group 
dedicated to establishing Topeka’s 
first independent school. Most came 
from private school backgrounds. 
Founding Board Member John Gay 
credits his private school education 
with helping him succeed in life. “We were all moti-
vated,” he says of that early group. “We didn’t really 
know how to put a school together, but we were really 
dedicated and serious about wanting to do it.” Bill Walls, 
also on that first board, shared many of the others’ frus-
trations with Topeka’s public schools. “They were not 
providing the kind of college prep we needed,” he says. 
“We wanted our kids to achieve at a high level.” 

      The Vision
While they wanted to improve things for their own 
children, there was consensus among the early families 
that Topeka needed another educational option for 
all its children. “The future depends on the quality 
of education for all kids,” says Susan Garlinghouse. 
“Whatever we do for all kids helps ours.” The common 
vision for the school that began as Shawnee Country 
Day School was that it would uphold the highest aca-
demic standards. It would instill integrity and persever-
ance, provide opportunity and global perspective, and 
foster respect and humanitarian ideals. But how would 
they pay for it? “There was a major financial problem,” 

remembers Founding Board 
Member Bill Walls. “How 
were we going to raise the 
money, what would we do 
for a campus, where would 
we get the seed money?”

      The Money
The answer came one eve-
ning in the Garlinghouse 
living room. Kent’s par-
ents were there, along 
with Ruth and Bernerd 
Fink. Kent’s father Mark 
supported the indepen-

dent school idea, and said he’d be willing to make a 
financial stake. He offered the Finks a challenge to 
join him. Ruth Fink remembered the moment dis-
tinctly. She accepted the challenge, and with that, two 
generations of Garlinghouses – Marjorie and Mark, 
Susan and Kent – and Ruth and Bernerd Fink became 
the founders of Topeka Collegiate School. Ruth Fink 
smiled at the memory of that pivotal night. “I was 
glad I could help,” she says, “but Kent and Susan have 
always given me more credit than I deserve. They were 
the ones who worked so hard to start the school.” Susan 
believes Ruth’s support was crucial. “It has made all 
the difference,” she said, “because when Ruth put her 
money behind an idea, it stood for integrity. Integrity 
has always been a part of this school.”
 
     The Planning
The school was incorporated as Shawnee Country Day 
School in November of 1979. For the next year and a 
half, the board worked to get the school off the ground. 
There was help available. The independent school model 
was tried and true. There were independent schools 
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Kent Garlinghouse with

 the 25th anniversary flag.
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across the country, a national association, even books 
on starting independent schools. “We spent lots of time 
discussing things as to how and what we wanted,” re-
members Jean McElroy, a founding board member, 
“mainly hiring a headmaster.” The board’s first choice 
was Mac Rives, Head of Middle School at one of the 
top independent schools in Denver. Rives was charis-
matic and supportive. He came to Topeka a number of 
times, helping to guide and educate the young board 
about the independent school model. In 1981, Rives 
grew frustrated and bowed out of the process. Susan 
Garlinghouse was confident he could be convinced to 
return. “I still thought he would be the head,” she says. 
Sadly, Mac Rives was killed in a car accident. The board 
was devastated. “It was like a kick in the head,” says Bill 
Walls. “There was a period when nobody knew what to 
do. Then we started looking for someone else.”

      The Search for a Head
The search for a headmaster led the board to a can-
didate at a private school in Wichita who took the 
job, then reneged. The loss of a second headmaster hit 
hard. Penny Hilpert, now Penny Oslund, had moved 
to Topeka and joined the organizers in 1980. She re-
members thinking, “There goes our whole dream. It 
was a slap in the face.” Kent Garlinghouse was crest-
fallen and thought it might be the end of the line. 
Susan never gave in to despair. “That’s exactly what we 
want our children to learn – resilience,” she says. “You 
step back and try again.” And try they did. 
   By now it was early June of 1982. School was sched-
uled to begin in September. The Garlinghouses, Penny 
Oslund, and Tom and Meef McBride flew to New 
Orleans to meet a young man who had just opened a 
school there. The Topeka contingent knew that if they 
didn’t hire him, they didn’t have a school. Fortunately, 
Bill Rollings loves the challenge of starting things. “It’s 
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the hallmark of what I’ve done all my life,” he says. “I 
knew we could do it!” 

      The Race to Open
With Bill Rollings at the helm, it was a sprint to get 
ready for the first day of school, just three months away. 
The board had leased a former public school building 
in Pauline, adjacent to Forbes Field south of Topeka. 
“Between Bill, Penny and Susan,” recalls Kent, “there 
was enough commitment, passion and perseverance to 
get it done.” Bill Rollings hired teachers. “We found 
great people,” he remembers, “and it was heretical that 
we would hire people without degrees in education. One 
- Carl Graves - had a Ph.D. from Harvard in history.” 
The school was furnished with surplus desks. Whatever 
the public schools were throwing away was fair game. 
“Someone would call and say, ‘They’re dumping text-
books,’” Susan Garlinghouse says, “and we’d get six of 
whatever 501 was getting rid of that year.” 
   Bill Rollings describes that time as a “real adventure, 
but it was very hard work.” Penny Oslund, who served 
as the school’s first accountant, concurs, “It took a lot 
of energy and effort.” 

      The Opposition
The Shawnee Country Day School experiment was 
attracting attention, not all of it positive. A letter 
to the editor savaged the idea of an “elitist” private 
school in Topeka. An administrator at a suburban 
district warned parents considering the new school 
that their children wouldn’t graduate from high school 
on time. The superintendent of the Topeka School 
District said, “I’ll do everything I can to make sure 
your school fails.” Kent Garlinghouse was dismayed by 
what he heard from some parents: “I can’t understand 
why you’re doing this. You don’t need education to 
be happy.” When Bill Rollings arrived in Topeka not 



everyone was welcoming. “A number of people ap-
proached me,” he remembers, “wagged their fingers in 
my face and said, ‘You’re the reason public schools are 
going downhill.’” Ironically, some years later, a public 
school administrator admitted to Susan Garlinghouse 
that Topeka Collegiate School had “jump-started” 
better schools in the Topeka School District.

      The Dream is Realized
Shawnee Country Day School opened its doors on 
September 7, 1982. Here’s how the Shawnee Country 
Day News described it:
   “The simple act of opening a door early Tuesday morn-
ing culminated four years of dreams and hard work for 
dedicated Topeka parents and marked the first day of 
the Shawnee Country Day School. Through the door 
on that bright and sunny morning walked 43 boys and 
girls and seven teachers. Something very special was 
beginning.”
   As the 43 students walked through the door, Bill 
Rollings greeted them and shook their hands. It was a 
tradition he’d brought from other independent schools 
and it’s what he remembers about that first day. “It was a 
great way to get to know a lot of kids quickly,” he recalls. 
The day began with an assembly. Susan Garlinghouse 
remembers with clarity, “Bill Rollings played the guitar 
and sang Simple Gifts and welcomed everybody. In that 
moment, I believed ‘We’re going to make it!’” For Penny 
Oslund, “There was excitement, enthusiasm, and a little 
trepidation about what we’d done. The doors are open, 
but now the real work begins.”
   Kent Garlinghouse remembers thinking of his fellow 
parents, “They were a collection of renegades, often from 
outside Topeka, who were willing to take a risk.” Bill 
Walls agrees. “It was a big leap. It was a risk financially 
but in the long run it wasn’t a risk because we had faith 
in our kids.” Susan Garlinghouse recalls, “It didn’t feel 

like a leap of faith. It felt like the right thing to do.”

      Reflecting on 25 Years
Bill Rollings stayed at Shawnee Country Day School 
for three years. He is now president of  a Dallas con-
sulting firm that provides HR support to 400 schools 
across the country. He values the lessons he learned in 
Topeka. “I learned a lot. The job I have now requires 
me to call on everything I’ve done in my life including 
what I learned by opening SCDS.”
   Everyone involved in starting Topeka Collegiate 
School acknowledges that Founders Susan and Kent 
Garlinghouse were the driving force. Without them, 
the school simply would not exist. They have been 
active in the school they started from its inception to 
the present day, in ways large and small. One or the 
other has served on the Board of Trustees continu-
ously from the very beginning. Kent is the current 
board treasurer. 
   Reflecting on the 25th anniversary, Kent says, “This 
school has been more than I could have hoped for in 
the beginning. Not only the quality output, but even 
more interesting, I think we have delivered on the goal 
to develop character as well as academics. Character is 
part of the culture of the school. It’s part of what par-
ents expect. Parents don’t come unless they buy in.” 
   Susan says, “I’m as proud as I can be that this school 
is here, that it’s offered so many opportunities to kids. 
A teacher at Topeka High School told me he can tell 
the Topeka Collegiate kids without even asking. They 
know how to ask questions, they have a desire to learn 
and be involved in their world. You can’t say anything 
finer. Sometimes I have to pinch myself!”

The founding of Topeka Collegiate School involved many 
people. Not all are quoted in this article but all are re-
membered and appreciated.
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Friday, April 25th
6:00 – 11:00 p.m.
Kansas Expocentre’s Heritage Hall
Buffet dinner, blues band and fun for all 
TCS families and friends

Sunday, April 27th         
Noon
Topeka Collegiate School
Picnic with food, games and family fun

alling all alumni, alumni parents, former 
faculty and staff, and friends of Topeka 
Collegiate School: Whether you’ve been 
gone one year or 25, please make plans to 

return to Topeka Collegiate School the weekend of April 
25-27 for our 25th Anniversary Reunion.
   You will receive an invitation for these events, but 
please mark your calendars now!
   Student Council President Alex Chanay suggested 
the theme for 25th Anniversary alumni art - Topeka 
Collegiate’s eagle mascot Spirit bursting from a birthday 
cake. We have three submissions so far, but we would 
welcome more. If you would like to create a piece of art, 
simply make it 8” by 8” using whatever medium you like, 
and mail it to Mary Loftus at Topeka Collegiate School, 
2200 S.W. Eveningside Drive, Topeka, KS 66614.
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25th Anniversary 
Reunion Events

The 25th anniversary flag

The school mascot 
Spirit emerges from 
a birthday cake.
Photo by Nathan Ham
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(Three pieces of art are shown on the following page.)
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(Upper left) Artwork by Lesley Ash ‘96

(Lower left) Artwork by Ana Maldonado ‘02

(Above) Artwork by Katie Jones ‘07



The Pathfinders 

ecause they were the pioneers who paved the way for everyone who 
has come after, we have designated Topeka Collegiate School’s 
founding families and first-year faculty, parents and students The 
Pathfinders. In 1982, they were charting unknown territory. It was 
an enormous leap of faith for parents to send their children to the 

fledgling Shawnee Country Day School 25 years ago. Here are some of their memories 
- then and now - of that first year.

      Then
From the 1982-83 Yearbook - Memories! Shawnee Country Day School
Remember when…
   “We didn’t have a sports teacher and Mr. Graves tried to referee basketball?”
   “We had a classroom debate between Israel and the PLO and both sides dressed up 
and chanted slogans?”
   “The hawk swooped down in front of our faces as we shivered in the prairie chicken 
blinds?”

B



   “Nearly everyone had trouble giving a two-minute 
speech?”
   “We had no library?”
   “We dissected cow eyeballs in Ms. Matthews’ 
class?”
   “We had three balls and a Frisbee for sports?”
   “We went on a canoe trip down the Kansas River 
and Mike (Walls) accidentally drank the water?”

      Now
“I got the kids involved in History Day, which was in 
its formative stage then. I was looking for some sort of 
academic competition. Some of them did quite well.”
   “I remember one time we were in the cafeteria with 
the little kids and one of them got sick. I was helping 
clean up and I thought, ‘My Ph.D. is really coming 
in handy!’”
   “It took real non-conformists to take 
part in Shawnee Country Day School. It 
was not something that was easy to do. 
There was no tradition of independent 
schools. People thought it was commu-
nism or something.”
      Carl Graves           
       (Now in his 23rd year of teaching at
      Pembroke Hill School in Kansa City)

“We actually dissected a dead squirrel in 
Ms. Mathews’ class. It may have been road 
kill. The science budget was probably pretty 
limited. We definitely rolled up our sleeves 
and got into it.” 
   On being one of only two eighth graders 
to graduate in the Class of ’83: “My thought 
at the time was that I wanted to finish it 
out. I started it and I was going to finish it.”
      David Walls ‘83

“I’m glad my parents tried it out but being a pioneer 
wasn’t that great.                     
      Will McElroy (T) ’83

“I think I may have been Student Council president. 
I remember thinking, ‘I’m finally involved in Student 
Council and it’s because there are only four of us 
(eighth graders).’” 
   “In history class we were studying the Civil War. 
Mr. Graves divided us into North and South, and we 
debated the issues. We learned a lot and I remember 
thinking we didn’t do that in public school.” 
   “I did feel like a guinea pig. I had told my parents I’d 
try it (Shawnee Country Day School) and at Christmas 
they let me go back to public school. I made the deci-
sion for all the wrong reasons. I missed my friends.”
      Dorsey Gay Paul (T) ‘83
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Brock Hilpert (T) ‘93 (right) and friends wait 
to go on stage for a holiday performance



“I have so many fond memories of my two years 
there. Among others, dissecting cow eyeballs and 
practicing taxidermy on squirrels in Ms. Matthews’ 
science class, earrrrly morning studies at the Konza 
Prairie watching prairie chickens, overnight canoe and 
camping trips, and endlessly reciting Latin conjuga-
tions ... eram, eras, erat, eramus, eratis, erant ... with 
Ms. Ahrens.” 
   “Every Christmas I am reminded of the first school 
play I was in at SCDS - the Christmas story.  I prob-
ably still have my angel wings in a box somewhere in 
my basement, and 25 years after I learned them I can 
still remember every word of my lines.” 
   “These memories, of teacher encouragement, dedi-
cation to thought and question, to the joy of learn-
ing ... these memories have impacted me and formed 
me much more than I realized during those two short 
years.  They have shown me the person I want to be ... 
thoughtful, inquisitive, compassionate... the person I 
strive to be.”
       Tiffani Chrisman Thomas ‘84

Mr. Carl Graves and Tammi Jones ‘84                  
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“I remember playing Capture the Flag on the field. The 
fifth through eighth graders would divide into teams 
and everyone was very into it.” 
   “I remember dissecting cow eyeballs in Ms. 
Matthews’ class. Also someone brought in a human 
lung from a smoker. It was black and we talked about 
the effects of tobacco.” 
   “I remember going to a statewide math competition 
one of the first years and even from our small school, 
we did very well as a team.”
      Brad Garlinghouse (T) ‘85

“As I strolled through the cavernous hallways, I had 
the strange feeling that my whole existence was being 
uprooted. Twenty-five years later, I realize, in fact, that 
it was. Shawnee Country Day School may have forced 
a change on the outside, but in doing so it fostered a 
stable environment for exponential change on the in-
side. Still waters run deep, and the impressions left by 
my experiences at SCDS run just as deep. The teachers 
I had, the friends I made, the laughter I shared, and 
the lessons I learned remain as vivid today as they were 
then. I wouldn’t trade the experience for anything.”
       Tim Snarr ‘85

“It was hard! Academically and socially it was incred-
ibly challenging for me. It was a challenging time for 
the students and the faculty. At first it was a very rude 
awakening. I realized it’s about using your brain, chal-
lenging yourself and holding yourself accountable for 
doing good work. My parents had told me that I needed 
to try it (SCDS) but if I didn’t really like it I could quit. 
The perception, when I was 10, that I had the choice was 
incredibly powerful. Once I decided to stay, what had 
been making me miserable – using my brain – became 
a passion. It turned into something I really enjoyed. I 
liked school. I liked challenging myself. I like being in 
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Canoeing on the 
Kansas River

back row (left to right) 
Gary Owensby ’86, Allison Hill Langham ‘86, Meaghan Nelson (T) ’85, 
David Rasch ‘85, Ed Prokop ‘85, Tim Snarr ‘85, Ted Enright ‘86
front row (left to right) 
Charlie Haahr (T) ‘85, Jennifer Cowan ‘85, Mike Walls ‘85, Brad 
Garlinghouse (T) ‘85

(Opposite page) sitting 
Maeghan Nelson (T) ‘85 

standing left to right
Gary Owensby ‘86 

Michelle Grim Caban ‘88  
Jodi Snarr ‘88 

Alison Hill Langham ‘86 
Ervin Jones ‘88

John Kleinholtz ‘87
Kim Carkhuff ‘88 
Naveen Atluru ‘88 

Blake Vande Garde ‘87 
back row 

Jonathan “Andy” Rupp ‘88



situations now where I’m right at the edge of my skill level, 
and that absolutely came out of my experience at SCDS.”
       Alison Hill Langham ‘86

“We did a Christmas play where the third and fourth 
graders played recorders. I still remember the song. I 
could whistle it! There wasn’t a real music room. There 
was a music ‘niche’ just past pre-k.” 
   “We didn’t have a lot of gym equipment. I brought 
Nerf balls and other balls and we played dodge ball.” 
   “We didn’t have a teacher at first. Mr. Rollings filled 
in. Mrs. Bakalar came at least a month into the school 
year.”  
      Blake Vande Garde ‘87

“I remember Mrs. Wilson. I loved her classroom! 
There were lots of animals. We were learning French. 
I thought that was cool. I talked to other kids and 
nobody else was learning French.” 
   “I broke my arm on the jungle gym, doing a jump-
ing twist from the low bar to the high bar. I thought 
I had perfected the technique but I missed the bar. It 
hurt really bad.”
      Kathleen “Kaki” Williams (T) ’89
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“I went to kindergarten at Stout (the public elemen-
tary school) and I got to walk home from school. It 
was a big change in first grade when we were driving 
out to Pauline. Even at that point I recognized that 
there was an opportunity presented by the flexibil-
ity afforded to the students and teachers. At Stout, 
things were much more structured. At SCDS, Mrs. 
Wilson had carte blanche to do all sorts of things. If 
somebody fancied something, they tried it out. We 
would do these drawings and Mrs. Wilson would ask 
what kind of paper we wanted. I remember one week 
I was a smart aleck and said ‘clear’ and she found 
a piece of clear plastic! She lived outside of Topeka 
and we would go on fossil hunts on her land. We 
did a Viking project and made Viking ships. I still 
remember mine. It was brown with a red sail. I kept 
it for years. I still remember Brent Hilpert’s (T) ’90 
phone number in Topeka!”
      Matt Garlinghouse ‘90

“The biggest thing I remember is the small class 
sizes and the ability to work at your own pace in a 
supportive environment. The teachers gave you the 
freedom to learn at the pace that was best for you 

in each area of the curriculum and were 
always willing to help you whenever you 
needed guidance and support. I think 
the experiences that I had at SCDS laid 
the foundation for my decision to pursue 
a career in independent education. I can 
see the impact that small class sizes and 
individual attention from faculty had 
on my development as a student and I 
try to translate that into the way that 
I teach. The ability to engage students 
in the learning process and encourage 
students to progress at their own pace 
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First Headmaster Bill Rollings plays 
chess with Charlie Haahr ’85.

First/Second Grade Teacher 
Susan Wilson

with constant support have been key elements of my 
philosophy of education.”
      Brent Hilpert (T) ‘90

“I remember working in the library one day. Susan 
Wilson had brought in a snake. Someone came around 
the corner and saw this black snake in the hall. Mrs. 
Wilson came out and said, ‘Well there you are!’” 
   “They did a unit on Vikings in Mrs. Wilson’s class. 
Years later we were in Norway and took the boys (Brent 
(T) ‘90 and Brock (T) ‘93) to the Viking museum. 
I stood back in amazement at all the things they re-
membered. The nurturing environment the boys had 
there helped us through a transition period and made 
me want to keep them in independent schools. They 
started with a strong foundation.”
      Penny (Hilpert) Oslund
      Parent

“I remember Penny (Hilpert) Oslund telling me a story 
about Brock Hilpert (T) ’93 after they moved to North 

Carolina. They went to a private school con-
nected with Duke University.   Brock’s third 
grade teacher said, ‘I know you are really 
good at math Brock, but how do you do 
these math races so fast? Brock said, “Well, 
I did it every day in first grade!”
   “Matthew Garlinghouse ’90 and Brent 
Hilpert (T) ’90 were best buddies in first 
and second grade. I remember that Brent 
and his dad were reading Profiles in Courage 
together. Matthew was playing around a bit 
one day in math when he discovered that if 
the numbers in the dividend of a division 

problem added up to a number divisible by 9, you could 
use 9 for the divisor. He was pretty excited! Another time 
we were talking about Stormont-Vail Hospital. He said, 
‘Stormont Vail Hospital, I was born in Stormont-Vail 
Hospital, but I was planted in Florida!’”
      Susan Wilson
      First/Second Grade Teacher
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CLASS NOTES
(t) indicates students who transferred 
before graduation.

1983
will mcelroy (t) has stayed true to his early passion 
for science. He works at Genentech in South San Fran-
cisco. It’s a biotechnology company that uses human 
genetic information to develop medicines for serious 
diseases. Will develops new technologies for the analysis 
of  proteins. He’s particularly proud of  his company’s ef-
forts to meet unmet needs with biologics. For example, 
Will says many women with breast cancer have survived 
longer then they would have otherwise because of  Ge-
nentech’s breast cancer drug Herceptin. Will is married 
to Jill, who’s in marketing, and the couple has two girls, 
aged four and one.
dorsey gay paul (t)  is a physician’s assistant one 
day a week, a full-time mom the other four. She has two 
boys and a girl; Mitchell is eight, Libby is seven, and 
Duncan is four. All are in private school in Overland 
Park, Kansas, where the family lives. Dorsey is married 
to Troy, an entrepreneur who is currently sprucing up 
homes and selling them. 
david walls  is a partner and financial analyst with 
Highland Capital Management in Dallas. He is married 
and has two boys; Carson, who is four, and Cullen, born 
June 1. His wife Cari works for an architectural firm. Da-
vid earned his undergraduate degree from Northwestern 
and his MBA from Northwestern’s Kellogg School of  
Management.

brad garlinghouse (t) is a vice-president at Yahoo!, 
one of  the company’s top 25 executives. Brad and his wife 
Kristen live in Menlo Park, California with sons Will and 
Jack, born in March, and daughter Kate. 
haley roembach-clark scharf (t) recently com-
pleted coursework for an M.A. and Ed.S. in school psy-
chology. This fall, she began a 10-month internship in 
the Minneapolis Public Schools.
tim snarr  is living in Charlotte, North Carolina and 
working as a copywriter.

1986
alison hill langham has joined the Topeka Collegiate 
Board of  Trustees, only the second alum ever to hold that 
distinction. She has also put her expertise in evaluation to 
work by helping the school with its year-long re-accredi-
tation self-study. When not volunteering at TCS, Alison 
continues to conduct education policy research for the 
US Department of  Education as a contractor. Alison 
married Brian “Bean” Langham last fall at the family 
home in Tecumseh. They hosted a wedding reception 
in North Carolina and another in Kansas this spring. 
Brian’s nickname, by the way, refers to an unfortunate 
haircut in his adolescence. In May, Alison delivered the 

Jack 
Garlinghouse, is 
the third child for 
Brad Garling-
house (T) ’85 
and his wife 
Kristen

1985
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commencement address to the TCS Class of  2007. She 
shared a touching story about Bill Rollings. He was the 
first headmaster at Topeka Collegiate, and an inspirational 
English teacher. “This man was able to get a bunch of  
disaffected, apathetic adolescents jazzed up about punc-
tuation and participles of  all things.  He was the special 
teacher who inspired me to start writing.  Mr. Rollings 
left the school at the end of  my 7th grade year.  After the 
commencement ceremony that year, I lagged behind in 
the gym, waiting awkwardly until I could speak with him 
alone.  I looked at him with tears in my eyes and said with 
the raw sincerity only a 13-year-old girl can feel, ‘Mr. Roll-
ings, this school wouldn’t be what it is without you.’  And 
he looked at me with tears in his eyes and said, ‘Alison, 
this school wouldn’t be what it is without you.’  We were 
both right.”  Alison then went on to talk about how each 
and every one of  us contributes to Topeka Collegiate’s 
history and identity, making it a very special place.  

1987
alka gandhi  married Robert Dietz in February of  
2006. They met at Ohio State University, where both were 
earning their doctorate degrees in economics. Rob is the 
tax advisor for the Homes Builders Association in Wash-
ington, D.C. Alka left her much-loved teaching position at 
Lycoming College in Pennsylvania to move to Washington. 
She began teaching economics at the University of  Mary-
land this fall. They live in Arlington, Virginia.  
blake vande garde  is a patent attorney in Charlotte, 
North Carolina where he’s lived for a year with his wife 
Nikki and their four children: second grade twins Con-
nor and Nathan, three-year-old Caleb and one-year-old 
Haley. Nikki works for Cerner, the medical informatics 
company.

1989
kathleen “kaki” williams (t) is training to be a 
stockbroker. She recently returned from five years as a 
scuba instructor in Hawaii. She learned scuba diving in 
Topeka, learned more  while living and working in New 
Jersey, then visited a friend in Hawaii and “fell in love 
with the dream” of  living there and teaching scuba diving. 
She savored Hawaii’s “National Geographic moments” 
including whale shark and humpback whale sightings, 
but the high cost of  living helped convince her to move 
back to Topeka. She vows to make enough money in the 
brokerage business to finance a dive trip to the Galapagos 
Islands. 

1990
matthew garlinghouse has co-founded a company 
called Recurrent Energy in San Francisco. “We install, 
own, and operate solar power systems on commercial 
building rooftops and sell electricity to the building oc-
cupant,” Matt explains. “It keeps me quite busy, but I 
enjoy the work.” In May, he traveled to Chicago for the 
wedding of  TCS classmate Kansas Waugh ’90. 
brent hilpert (t) is a chemistry and physics teacher at 
Woodward Academy in Atlanta, Georgia. It’s a large inde-
pendent school with approximately 1,100 students in the 
high school. Brent began his tenth year at Woodward this 
fall, both as teacher and women’s lacrosse coach. Brent re-
ceived his Bachelor of  Science from Washington and Lee 
University in 1998 and recently completed his Master’s 

Alka Gandhi 
’87 and her 
husband Robert 
Dietz

Alison Hill Langham 
’86 marries Brian 
“Bean” Langham
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of  Education in educational administration and 
policy from the University of  Georgia. He plans 
to progress into a career in independent school 
administration over the next couple of  years. 
Brent has been married for seven years to Cath-
erine, a fellow Washington and Lee graduate, 
who is an account director for a PR/marketing 
firm that specializes in health care technology. 
They’re the owners of  a Border collie/Lab mix 
named Haley.
jeffrey rollings (t) works for the Red Cross in Dal-
las, in an outreach program for families trying to get their 
lives back together after Hurricane Katrina.
maia ruby-clemmons (t)  has been working with 
Kansas Legal Services as an employment specialist for 
two years. She recently completed her OWDS (Offender 
Workforce Development Specialist) certification through 
the Kansas Department of  Corrections in conjunction 
with the National Institute of  Corrections. She is using 
her certification in a program to assist people with felonies 
reenter the work force. In November Maia’s husband 
AJ, their sons Alec 4, and Christopher 19, welcomed an-
other boy into their family - Damian Joran Clemmons. 
Alec entered pre-k at To-
peka Collegiate this fall as a 
second generation student. 
The snake in the science 
classroom helped sell him 
on the idea of  coming to 
TCS!

kansas waugh married yoga instructor and film editor 
Britney Wislow in May at the Chicago Cultural Center in 
downtown Chicago. The two met at Reed College more 
than a decade ago and have dated ever since. They hon-
eymooned in Slovenia and Croatia. Kansas and members 
of  the wedding party who are also members of  the Waugh 
clan wore kilts custom made for the occasion from the 
Ross Ancient Red Scottish tartan. The Waugh family is 
part of  the Ross clan.  
 

1991 
bridget elmer is pursuing her Master’s of  
Fine Arts in the book arts program at the 
University of  Alabama in Tuscaloosa. She 
began this fall after being awarded a Wind-
gate Fellowship which is available annually 
to three book arts graduate students. After 
spending the past five years working admin-
istratively in the field of  book arts, Bridget 
welcomes the chance to focus entirely on 
her own work. She plans to work toward an 
additional master’s degree in information and 
library sciences while at U.A., focusing on 
the relationship between special collections 
and the artist book. Bridget will also con-
tinue her work with Asheville BookWorks 

Maia Ruby-Clemmons 
(T) ‘90 and her son Alec, 

now a second generation 
TCS student

Kansas Waugh (T) ‘90 marries Britney Wislow with the 
groom and brothers Nick ‘92 (far left), Tyler ‘01 

and Walker ‘94 (far right) sporting kilts
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japan 
Konichiwa, everyone! 
After leaving the ship, we started walking into town 
to the central train station. That ended up being an 
adventure. I had picked up on a few Japanese phrases 
and questions, but how would I know what the an-
swers were? So we decided to look at a map on the 
street – nothing but Japanese. It was there that it 
clicked. For the first time in my life, I was wrapped 
up within a culture that has roots possibly deeper than 
any European root we’ve ever seen. I was in a place 
that has no sign of European descent, which meant 
that there was no chance of “guessing” what signs said 
based on Latin roots…It was a brand new challenge 
– and I loved it.

Johnny Schmidt ’98 
with Buddhist monks 

during his semester 
at sea

Jonny Schmidt ’98 (known as Jona-
than during his TCS years) spent 
part of his senior year at the Univer-
sity of Georgia in the Semester at Sea 
program, visiting more than a dozen 
countries around the world and lay-
ing the groundwork for a planned 
career in international affairs. Jonny 
and his fellow students took classes 
on board ship but he says the real 
lessons were on shore. He shared his 
experiences with family members 
and friends in a series of e-mails, ex-
cerpted here.

Semester at Sea
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   We got to Sannomiya Station. Lo and behold, what 
do I see across the street? McDonald’s! So I decided to 
go. (For those of you rolling your eyes, even McDon-
ald’s is a cultural experience in every country.) So I’m 
looking at the menu (thankfully, with pictures) and 
see something that isn’t on our Value Menu in the 
States…Eel Sandwich Meal. Ummmmm…sick.
   The day before we left, we decided to just get on 
a train and go somewhere. We wanted to get away 
from the city and see rural life in Japan. We got off in 
a little town called Imbe. It was about as rural as you 
could get in Japan. We saw a school and we decided 
to walk in. The kids ran to the windows and started 
shouting “hello!” We ended up telling the headmas-
ter that we were in training to become teachers in 
America (oops) so they gave us a tour. You had to 
take your shoes off to go in, and they gave us slippers 
that were about eight sizes too small to walk around 
in. We were told that no Americans had ever visit-
ed the school before, so the kids were extra excited. 
The teacher got me in front of the class as I spurted 
out the few Japanese phrases I had studied. The kids 
clapped every time. Then they would bow. SUCH a 
polite society.
P.S. I ended up trying the Eel Sandwich Meal. It was 
pretty good.

china

Ni hao!!
I can’t even put into words the feeling I had taking 
that first step onto the Great Wall. Like every piece 
of history that had gone into each brick on this wall 
was somehow rushing through the soles of my feet. 
It was tremendous. The hills and mountains on each 
side of the wall extended forever until their blue tint 
faded into eternity. The mist through the middle of 
the mountains gave the air a soft smell of dew…the 

same smell soldiers on the wall had smelled when the 
patrolled the path against the Hun. The bricks that 
made up the floor had been worn and warped, bend-
ing and uneven. Some of the areas of the Wall were so 
steep that I had to take my sandals off to keep from 
sliding down. The warm stone felt so good on my 
feet.
   At Tian’anman Square, this group of old Chinese 
men and women surrounded me. They were yelling 
at me and taking pictures and holding out pieces of 
paper with pens. They were yelling in Chinese and I 
had no idea what they were saying. A few in the group 
started yelling “TV Star! TV Star!” I started laughing 
and telling them I was definitely not a TV star, but 
they wouldn’t leave. It was funny until I saw four Red 
Guards run up to the crowd, push their way through 
and grab me by the arm. They started yelling at me 
in Chinese…again, in vain. The guards had seen a 
boy being surrounded and talking to this group of 
people very loudly, and they grabbed me to make sure 
I wasn’t spitting out political propaganda “against the 
Party.” I was relieved when they finally understood 
that I wasn’t doing anything, but it was a very poi-
gnant experience. I had never been in a country that 
forbids any sort of speech “against the government.”

myanmar

Mingalaba, everybody,
Myanmar was such a conflicting country for me. I 
had an amazing time traveling, meeting new people, 
but I still left feeling a sense of helplessness. 
   Bagan contains one of the Seven Wonders of the 
World. There are over 2,700 pagodas that dot the 
horizon all around. They were absolutely breath-tak-
ing. Some were over 1,000 years old. Walking inside 
some of them, you could just smell the history. You 
could look out the same windows and have the same 
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view monks 500 years ago had. But inside was differ-
ent. When the military junta took over the country, 
everything changed. The pagodas used to have these 
remarkable Buddhist murals that lined the hallways. 
They must have been gorgeous. Once communism 
took over, the walls of the pagodas were whitewashed 
– Buddhism had no place under a communist regime.  
Once the walls transformed into a white nothingness, 
their history died along with it. 
   The next day we visited an orphanage run by a 
Buddhist monk in Yangon. There were 180 children 
ranging in age from 2 to 16. Most of their parents 
had fallen victim to the government, either killed or 
kidnapped. One boy in particular stood out to me 
– he was the youngest in the orphanage. He was at 
the front of the “toddler” line. 
He was very shy and it made 
me wonder how long he’d been 
alone. He eventually warmed 
up to me and started taking 
my finger, wanting to walk 
and show me everything. He 
showed me his bed, which he 
shared with four other tod-
dlers. I sat there holding him, 
hugging him, feeling him hug 
me back as if he’d never been 
hugged before in his life. 
   The monk told me they don’t 
have children older than 16. 
He told me that most are mar-
ried off or have jobs by that 
age. With this little boy in my 
arms (his name meant “Lion” 
in English), I asked the monk 
what happens if they don’t have 
either of those two options. My 

heart sank: “We sell them.” I couldn’t believe it. When 
a child is 16 years of age with no prospect of marriage 
or a job, they are sold by the monks at the orphanage 
to the human trafficking market in Thailand. There, 
most of the women are forced into prostitution, and 
most of the boys are sold into forced labor camps. The 
monks said they use the money to keep the orphanage 
running. I sat there holding this 2-year-old boy…he 
was squeezing my finger…unable to understand the 
fate that possibly lay ahead of him. 
   I got back on the ship as we pulled away from the 
port and reviewed all my photos. At that point they 
stopped being the exotic “Kodak moment” they had 
once been to me. They were real stories. They were real 
people. And I will never forget those faces for as long 

as I live. I’m learning so much 
on this trip. I’m seeing how 
big this world really is…how 
much others need help…and 
how it’s seemingly an impos-
sible job to finish. But I vowed 
that I would. I might not ever 
see those same children from 
the orphanage again but the 
faces of the people I met in 
Myanmar will be inside every 
face of every child I ever try to 
help again. And that’s a prom-
ise.

 

Johnny Schmidt ’98 at an 
orphanage in Myanmar 
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which is quickly becoming the southeast’s most active 
center for the book arts. Finally, she is launching her own 
production label. Under the moniker Flatbed Splendor, 
Bridget will be producing handmade books and custom 
letterpress goods. 
brooke tourtellot goc is providing freelance writ-
ing and design services while looking for a position in 
communications and outreach. She has been planning 
advocacy training and outreach strategies around mental 
health issues for the League of  Women Voters, of  which 
she is a member. She also provides content for the lo-
cal edition of  the League publication, The Voter. Brooke 
recently started a project called Art Bands Community, 
still in its infancy; the objective is to link Lawrence art-
ists and musicians with local community organizations, 
providing exposure for both and fundraising opportuni-
ties for the latter. 
michael hazlett and his wife Stephanie have wel-
comed the newest Hazlett into the family. Tripton Pearce 
was born June 26. Little Trip joined three-year-old Gillian 
and one-and-a-half-year-old Kalen. Dad says, “All are 
sleeping a full seven hours at night. Whew!”
   Mike is selling real estate, and loving it. “I am focusing 
on residential real estate, and placing first time home 
buyers into houses. As you can expect, the mortgage in-
dustry is giving a guy in my line of  work fits, so the team 
I created is rolling over into some investment stuff.” 
berry wanless,  his wife Shannon and their daugh-
ter Maryella, born in September of  ‘06, are spending 10 
months in Taiwan. Shannon received a Fulbright scholar-
ship to conduct her Ph.D. research there. They return to 
Corvallis, Oregon in October.
  

1993
katie freeman is selling real estate in Chicago, and even 
sold her parents the condo her brother John ’98 is renting 
in the city.  She has turned over day-to-day operation of  

Michael Hazlett ’91 and his wife Stephanie are now the proud 
parents of three children (l to r) Gillian, Kalen and Tripton.

Berry Wanless ’91 gives daughter Maryella a ride on 
his shoulders.



john van sickle (t) is at Harvard University work-
ing on his MBA. He left his position at Castel Harlan, a 
private equity firm in New York City, to pursue the Ivy 
League degree. He is living on campus and will complete 
the master’s program in two years. Before beginning at 
Harvard, John spent six weeks traveling the world.

1995

her boutique gifting company - Chicago Presence - to a 
partner, and it continues to grow. She likes having former 
Head of  School Michael Roberts in the same city as they 
often enjoy dinners together.
brock hilpert (t)  is in his second year of  working 
towards an MBA at the Kellogg School of  Management 
at Northwestern University outside of  Chicago in Evan-
ston, Illinois. As part of  the program he completed a 
12-week internship at Dell in Austin, Texas this summer, 
where he worked in brand marketing within the public 
sector - education, government, and health care. Before 
returning to school Brock lived in Atlanta for five years 
working for the Nielsen Company.
dorsey wanless  is a Ph.D. candidate in geophysics 
at Florida State University, and enjoying Gator football 
and basketball. She is continuing her research in under-
water volcanic activity, which began while completing her 
master’s at the University of  Hawaii in 2005.  She worked 
for Fugro Corporation in Seattle, mapping ocean floors, 
for a year in between.

1994
ann gandhi decided on a nursing career after getting 
a biology degree from KU. She credits Topeka Collegiate 
with giving her a love of  science that continues to make 
her a voracious reader of  all things science related. She 
graduated from Baker School of  Nursing in 2005. In May 
she graduated with honors from Quinnipiac University 
in Connecticut with a master’s degree in forensic nurs-
ing. She lives in Alexandria, Virginia, and works at the 
Georgetown University Hospital. She is completing her 
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner certification.
nicole hoherz anchors morning news on the week-
ends and reports during the week at KUTV in Salt Lake 
City. On the station’s Web site, Nicole credits a History 
Day project she did at Topeka Collegiate School with 
setting her on the path to journalism, “In 7th grade I 
did a project on the holocaust and interviewed several 
survivors. In this process I made friends with one of  them 
and promised him I would always tell the story.”

Samantha Crow ’95 “high fives” women from the Masai 
tribe after dancing with them during a visit to Kenya. 
samantha crow is still at Google, lately working as 
Product Marketing Manager for iGoogle, which is the 
personalized version of  the Google homepage. She hosts 
bi-weekly lunches at work where attendees speak only 
Spanish. “Usually I’m the only non-native speaker who 
shows up,” she says, “so I miss out on lots of  the slang 
(sigh).” Samantha also meets monthly with other Tope-
kans living in the Bay area – including two other TCS 
alums, Katherine Garlinghouse ’97 and Sarah Bellows-
Blakely ’01. This summer Samantha visited Ethiopia and 
Kenya with family. In Kenya, she danced with women 
from the Masai tribe and high-fived them afterwards. 
stacy elmer spent the past year working on a graduate 
degree in philosophy, focusing on medical ethics and 
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Despite support from 
Stacy Elmer ’95, her 
boyfriend Bert and 
their two cats, the 
New Orleans Saints 
did not win the 
Super Bowl.  

international political philosophy at the University of  
Kansas. In addition her coursework, Stacy worked for 
Governor Kathleen Sebelius at the capitol. This summer, 
Stacy traveled to Washington D.C. for an internship in 
the Department of  Clinical Bioethics at the National 
Institutes of  Health. She helped investigate post-trial 
access to antiretroviral drug therapies for those suffering 
from HIV/AIDS participating in clinical research trials in 
developing countries. Stacy also traveled to Guadeloupe 
over the summer with boyfriend Bert Lyons to deliver a 
collection of  Caribbean music to a local cultural center. 
She finished her summer by presenting a paper at a phi-
losophy conference in Budapest, Hungary, then returned 
to KU with Bert to began another semester of  school and 
spend time with their families, including the two feline 
additions, Dr. Tom and Louisiana. In February, Stacy re-
ports, “the fearsome four failed in their attempt to cheer 
on the New Orleans Saints to a Super Bowl victory.”

1995
zack yorke (t) is finishing his Fulbright Scholarship 
year in South Africa, where he’s had a wide variety of  
experiences, which he describes on p. 25.

1996 

lesley ash  left her teaching job to work for a large 
architecture/engineering firm in New York City. 
She’s really enjoying it so far. She’s also been taking 
painting classes at the School of  Visual Arts, and 
has joined an artists’ group that has some upcom-
ing gallery exhibitions in Manhattan. Between jobs, 
she went backpacking through Europe by herself, 
traveling through The Netherlands, Belgium, France, 
Switzerland and Spain. This year, she traveled to the 
Dominican Republic and Belize to visit some Peace 
Corps volunteers. It’s been an exciting year!
benjamin hall (t)  completed his third year at 
the University of  Kansas Medical School and spent 
a month this summer in a “mini-residency” at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.

Lesley Ash ‘96 visits Paris on her recent travels through Europe.

Benjamin Hall 
(T) ’96 will soon be 
Dr. Benjamin Hall.
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mastin kipp (t) is vice president at The BAM Group, 
a Los Angeles-based music management company. “Over 
the past year,” says Mastin, “I was fortunate enough to 
handle the management duties for Gnarls Barkley, as 
well as produce their performance on the 2007 Grammy 
Awards.” Mastin also owns his own record label called 
Love Yourself  and works with Emma Burgess, a folk/
rock artist.
sarah wanless just returned from six months of  teach-
ing environmental education and art at a community center 
on the Costa Rican-Nicaraguan border. She is thrilled to 
be back in Minneapolis, and is working as a lowly office 
assistant for the fabulous Design Institute (the University 
of  Minnesota’s design think tank). Sarah’s short-term goals 
include repairing the gears on her road bike, while her long 
term goals include buying a new road bike.

1997
stacie kossoy is teaching pre-kindergarten in Washing-
ton D.C. at KIPP DC: Leap Academy. KIPP (Knowledge 
is Power Program) is a network of  57 charter schools 
across the country that are highly successful at educating 
students from low-income areas. Stacie made the move to 
Washington after teaching first grade for two years in the 
Teach For America program in Camden, New Jersey. 
alexis rowe traveled Europe by train last summer with 
fellow TCS alum Dave Kelly (T) ‘98, visiting Paris, 
Versailles, Barcelona, Nice, Monaco, Rome, Pompeii, 
Prague, Munich and Innsbruck. Alexis says, “We had an 
excellent time and saw some landmarks and historical 
sights that I never thought I’d see in person. We hap-
pened to see some jellyfish in the wild. They kept us 
from swimming in Nice because they were everywhere.”  
Back in New York, Alexis began her second-year social 
work internship at Jewish Home and Hospital, caring 
for elders in the city in their homes. The experience 
convinced her that working with the elderly was her 
calling. In May, Alexis graduated from Columbia Uni-
versity’s School of Social Work with a master’s degree, 
and was offered a social work position with the Jewish 

Home where she interned. She’s working in the Adult 
Day Health Care Program, which transports elders to 
the nursing home for meals, activities and health care 
services, then transports them to their own homes at 
the end of the day. Observes Alexis wryly, “I am enjoy-
ing getting paid for working for once!” She and Dave 
moved to Harlem where they’ve been enjoying local 
food and culture. 

1998
alex bleiberg graduated from Macalester College with 
a degree in English. He has stayed on in Minneapolis 
with many of his classmates, working for AmeriCorp 
and providing a variety of community services through 
a comprehensive neighborhood center. This summer he 
organized recreation programs for children. 
jacqueline castel graduated from the Tisch School 
of The Arts at NYU with honors a year ago and shot 
her senior thesis film two weeks later. It’s a 20-minute 
narrative adapted from the works of late illustrator and 
writer Edward Gorey. Jacqueline is putting the finish-
ing touches on editing, sound designing and digital 
post work, then will submit it to film festivals across 
the world. Another of Jacqueline’s films was selected 
for the senior level First Run Festival and was nomi-
nated for a Wasserman Award, the top level award for 
filmmaking at NYU. She and the other finalists were 
flown to Los Angeles where they screened their films 
for the Directors Guild of America. Since graduation, 
Jacqueline has been freelancing in New York, working 
mostly in art and camera departments for music vid-
eos and short films. She is still DJ’ing on a New York 
station, and debuted a new radio show in the spring. 
Jacqueline spent six weeks in Tokyo this summer as 
a cinematographer on a documentary, then traveled 
with a friend in China and Southeast Asia. She returns 
to the U.S. in October to begin what she describes as 
“the grueling process of finding a new apartment in 
Brooklyn.” 
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by Zack Yorke ’95 (T)

Zack Yorke ’95 (T) earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Amherst College in Massachusetts and his 
master’s degree in fine arts from the University 
of Pennsylvania. Last fall he won a prestigious 
Fulbright Scholarship which he’s using it to fund a 
year of discovery in South Africa. 

e’re not in Kansas any 
more!” exclaims a de-
lighted Zambian. This 
is how people usually 

respond when I tell them where I’m from. I hear this 
a lot here in South Africa, where I’ve been living for 
the past 10 months. Topeka and Johannesburg sit on 
opposite sides of the world, but in people’s minds, 
they often seem even further apart.
   I’ve spent the last 10 months visiting chicken farms, 
art galleries and ghettos, campuses and shopping malls, 
festivals and conferences - trying to look at South 
Africa’s economic transition through an interpersonal 
lens. I returned to South Africa on a Fulbright Grant 
in November, 2006 to continue a personal and 
professional journey that I had begun two years prior 
on a grant from the Thomas Watson Foundation.
   I began my investigation into South Africa’s creative 
industries by interviewing 50 creative professionals 
and entrepreneurs: Shakespearian actors, tattoo parlor 
owners, movie producers, mercenaries, urban apparel 
designers, photographers, painters and musicians. I 
was trying to find out if there was something distinct 

about creative endeavor 
in South Africa - how 
and if historical trauma 
had shaped peoples’ 
imaginations.
   I took a graduate course 
at the University of the 
Witwatersrand with 14 
journalists, authors and 
executives from around 
the continent and the 
world. It was humbling 

to pick apart a Reuters journalist’s paragraph and to 
listen to her pick apart mine. 
   I worked with Thembani International Guarantee 
Fund in Johannesburg and their partners, Shared 
Interest, an NGO (non-government organization) 
based in New York. I learned how they secure loans 
to high-risk (poor) borrowers as a way of uplifting 
South Africa’s underprivileged rural communities - 
women especially, since uplifting women often means 
uplifting a village.
   I appeared on a television program aimed at 
stimulating dialogue around social issues of the day. 
I wrote seven articles for three magazines. I was a 
guest on a national radio broadcast. The host and I 
discussed an unpublished article that I wrote about 
well-intentioned American visitors to sub-Saharan 
Africa. Listeners from around the country called in to 
shout at me, offer opinions and ask questions.
   After nearly two years here, Topeka and Johannesburg 
have indeed inched closer in my imagination. I’ve 
sat around many dinner tables, engaged people 
respectfully, and made life-long friends. I’m proud of 
that and I’m deeply grateful for that.

A Postcard from 
South Africa
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john freeman graduated from K.U.’s Business School 
in May and moved to Chicago. He’s working for a media/
marketing firm downtown and living with a high school 
friend on the near west side. Just one floor below is for-
mer TCS classmate Jonathan “Jonny” Schmidt ’98. 
rachael greene graduated from Brown in 2006, with 
a degree in public and private sector organizations. She 
was offered the opportunity to establish the Corporate 
Citizenship and Philanthropy department at GUESS?, 
Inc., a position that  includes articulating a strategic phil-
anthropic mission, administering the GUESS Foundation, 
and project managing cause marketing promotions. With 
GUESS’ support, Rachael began law school at USC - the 
University of  Southern California - this fall and will con-
tinue overseeing Corporate Citizenship and Philanthropy 
at GUESS.
david kelly (t) graduated from Marquette University 
in May with a B.A. in broadcast and electronic commu-
nication with an emphasis in television production and a 
minor in film. With graduation, he concluded his tenure 
as general manager of  MUTV, the school’s television 
station. David’s proudest achievement was generating 
80% percent of  the station’s budget in revenue. “While 
not quite a profit,” he says, “it was by far the most success-
ful year financially in the station’s 30 year history.” Dave 
moved to New York in July to attend the New York 
Film Academy’s year-long intensive filmmaking program 
and “to hang out with Alexis.” (TCS alumna Alexis Rowe 
’97) His final semester project went very well and con-
vinced him he’s on the right career path. Dave writes, “My 
fourth film featured special make-up effects by Jacque-
line Castel ‘98, who I see regularly. My next big project 
is my thesis film. So far I’ve hired Alexis as my script and 
continuity assistant and hope to enlist Jacqueline again as 
well as friends from Marquette. I ran into Allison Viola 
’98 at a restaurant in SoHo a few weeks back. She was 
just visiting, but there seem to be a lot of  Collegiate kids 
crawling around this place.” It’s a small TCS world!

jonathan “jonny” schmidt graduated from the 
University of  Georgia at Athens last spring with a B.A. in 
international affairs and a minor in German after spending 
his fall semester at sea. Excerpts from his e-mail diary of  
that trip are on p. 18. Jonny moved to Chicago after gradu-
ation, lives in the same building as TCS classmate John 
Freeman ’98 and works for a marketing company.
westley west  is still working for First Manhattan 
Consulting Group, which he describes as the financial 
industry’s leading management consulting firm. But he’s 
not in Manhattan! “They’ve transferred me to our of-
fice down in Melbourne, Australia,” says Wes, “where 
I’m running projects with one of  the biggest banks in 
the nation. I live next to a casino here in Melbourne. If  
I get some free time I’m going to compete in a poker 
tournament or two. I’m currently homeless; my lease on 
my apartment in New York City has expired. When I 
get back I’m planning to stay with (fellow TCS alum-
nus) Jim Shepherd ’98 (T) until I can get a new place.”  
chris yorke  is living in Seattle, building tree houses 
part-time, illustrating a book the rest of  the time and 
contemplating architecture graduate school in the fall of  
2008. Asked if  people actually live in those tree houses, 
Chris responds, “The tree houses are most often extra 
bedrooms, office spaces, artist/writer studios, etc. The 
clients who want an entire residence are either real bo-
hemian nature-friendly types or hyper-affluent folks with 
four houses already.” 

1999
nathan bammes  continues to do biology research 
at K-State involving human umbilical cord matrix stem 
cells (HUCS). He received one scholarship funded by 
the National Institutes of  Health to conduct research 
and another from K-State’s Terry C. Johnson Center for 
Basic Cancer Research to further fund his research. He 
is currently working on a project to investigate the hy-
pothesis that HUCS are therapeutically useful in bone 
marrow transplants. The goal is to begin clinical trials 
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Alums Recognized 
for Academic Merit 

f the half dozen Topeka High School students recognized by the Nation-
al Merit Scholarship Program last year, five were Topeka Collegiate 
alumni. Stephanie Atwood, Elliot Buck (T), and Jordan Carter – all 
members of the Class of ’03 – are National Merit finalists. Jordan is also 

a National Achievement Scholarship finalist. Chandler Maxon (T) ’03 and Nicole 
McClure (T) ’03 are commended students.
 stephanie atwood  was valedictorian at Topeka High. At graduation she reminded 
her classmates of the slogan that had become their mantra: “Failure is not an option.” 
Stephanie is a freshman in the honors program at KU, and thinks a career in law may be 
in her future. She’s certain her life’s path will lead away from Kansas at least temporarily. 
“I’m really ready to move on to more interesting and challenging things,” she told The 
Topeka Capital-Journal, but, she continued, she may one day return to the capital city 
because “she likes the idea of sending her children to Topeka Collegiate where she 
attended school through eighth grade.”
elliot buck is also a freshman at KU. In addition to being a National Merit finalist, he is
one of 16 Chancellor’s Club Scholar recipients for 2007-08. Elliot has pledged the Beta 
Theta Pi fraternity, as has TCS classmate Chase Hamilton ’03.
jordan carter is not only a National Merit and National Achievement Scholar, she 
is an Ervin Scholar at Washington University in St. Louis, where she’s a freshman this 
fall. Although she carried a rigorous class load her senior year, Jordan still found time to 
volunteer at Topeka Collegiate, teaching digital photography to fifth and sixth graders.
Jordan told The Topeka Capital-Journal that the biggest influences in her life are her mom 
and dad, Lisa Hecht and Vincent Carter. In particular, she said her dad, a firefighter, 
works hard and doesn’t complain, something she is emulating. “I don’t know about the 
not complaining, but I do strive to work hard,” she said.
chandler maxon  is a freshman at K.U. this fall. The National Merit commended 
student plans to study journalism and Spanish. She was named a Kansas State Scholar 
and a member of Topeka High’s National Honor Society.
nicole mcclure spoke at Topeka High’s graduation as senior class president. She said 
in part, “In the same way religion is dependent upon faith, competence is dependent 
upon common sense, and I think that if there is one thing we should strive for, it is 
competence...Also, I believe there is tremendous power in graciously accepting the con-
sequences of our actions. Especially if the path you take is an unorthodox one, be ready 
to face the opposition. In this way, you will have negated much of the hold your critics 
have on you.” Nicole is a freshman at KU this fall.
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soon. Nathan took the MCAT in May and is now apply-
ing to med school. He will graduate from K-State with a 
B.S. in biology in December.
brianne burnett graduated in the spring from the 
University of  Michigan with a B.A. in communication 
studies and a minor in linguistics. Following graduation 
she stayed in Ann Arbor with some friends and worked 
for the university, giving campus tours to prospective 
students and their families. In July she traveled through 
Italy with a friend before starting law school at Michigan 
State University at the end of  August. 
lisa greene graduated from Berkeley a semester early 
in December. She moved to Nob Hill, a neighborhood 
she loves in San Francisco. Lisa is working at salesforce.
com. “I love my job, and it’s in a great location,” she 
says. “Our headquarters are located next to the Ferry 
Building; I can see the ‘Port of  San Francisco’ sign out-
side my window. I live so close that I walk to and from 
work every day.  I also love that my sister lives in Califor-
nia now too!  We get to see each other often on business 
trips and when we decide just to hop on a plane for an 
hour to see each other for the weekend.”
natalie jenison (t)  graduated from the Maryland 
Institute College of  Art in Baltimore, Maryland with a 
B.F.A. in interdisciplinary sculpture. She’s decided to stay 
in Baltimore and currently has a piece of  art in an invi-
tational art exhibition there. Natalie enjoys living within 
two hours of  her older sister Lauren, who lives and works 
in Philadelphia.
maria maldonado graduated in May from the Uni-
versity of Kansas with honors and with a Bachelor of 
Arts in English, and a minor in French. Her senior 
year at KU she was the president of Sellards Scholar-
ship Hall. She was accepted into Teach For America, 
and assigned to Houston. She spent the summer at the 
Summer Institute (training program), where she taught 
sixth grade writing to summer school students. For two 
years, beginning this fall, Maria will teach sixth grade 

language arts at Thomas A. Edison Middle School. “It’s 
hard to believe that I have so much responsibility now,” 
she says.
andrew van sickle (t) graduated early from Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical University in May, finishing in three 
years as well as completing all his training and certifica-
tions to be a commercial pilot. Embry Riddle kept him 
on as a flight instructor. Most recently, he’s been hired to 
fly Embraer 145 jets for regional flights, like from Boston 
to New York. 
betsy wanless graduated from the University of  Puget 
Sound in Tacoma, Washington with a BA in business 
and a minor in economics. Then, as she describes it, “It 
was time for me to switch from the west coast to the 
east coast. I packed my life up, said goodbye to my best 
friends as well as the place I had called home for the 
last four years.” Betsy is in Philadelphia working for The 
Boeing Company. 

2000
allison atwood  is senior at KU. During her junior 
year, she finished her term as vice president for finance at 
her sorority, Kappa Alpha Theta. In November she was 
elected vice president for administrative affairs on KU’s 
Panhellenic Executive Board, and will hold that position 
for a year. She is very involved with KU’s Business School 
and was named the Outstanding Junior in Finance in the 
spring. Allison spent the summer interning at Hallmark 
Cards in Kansas City as a financial analyst. 
abby brownback spent her last year at K-State working 
as The Collegian’s copy chief and preparing for Teach For 
America. She graduated with a degree in print journalism 
and a minor in Spanish in May, and moved to Houston 
this summer for Teach for America training. This fall, 
Abby is teaching seventh grade math at a middle school 
in west Houston.
ashley giroux is in the fourth of  a five-year master’s 
of  interior architecture and product design program at K-
State. This summer she spent eight weeks at the Denmark 
Design School studying glassblowing. Ashley is enjoying 
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running some half  marathons and being an aunt for the 
first time.
whitney hamilton is engaged and has set a wedding 
date in June of  next year. She met her fiancé at Truman 
State her freshman year in college, where they both played 
tennis. Whitney studied painting in Italy last fall and is 
now attending the Kansas City Art Institute, pursuing a 
Bachelor of  Fine Arts degree in painting. 
kaitlynn “kaity” heflin spent the summer in 
Berkeley doing research on hydrogen as a potential new 
energy source, and other scientific research. She will 
graduate from Bryn Mawr College in the spring with a 
degree in chemistry that she declares will “be used only 
for environmental purposes and other positive means.” 
Kaity lives in a vegan environmental co-op at Bryn 
Mawr, where decisions are made by consensus. She 
is engaged to Joshua Tate, a musician and songwriter. 
They plan to marry after she graduates, then go on a 
honeymoon in Thailand.
rebecca holmes spent the summer in Lawrence, work-
ing and going to summer school. She graduates from 
KU next year with her bachelor’s degree in social welfare, 
after which she plans to go to graduate school.
benjamin leifer traveled to Switzerland with the Bobby 
Watson Sextet this summer to play at the Blues to Bop 
Festival. Ben plays guitar and recently scored a musical 
landmark he characterizes as “maybe the biggest gig of  
my entire life up to date with the legendary jazz drummer 
Michael Carvin who has played with names like Dizzy 
Gillespie, B.B. King, both Marsalis brothers, and Fred-
die Hubbard.” Ben continues his studies this fall at the 
University of  Missouri-Kansas City, playing at venues all 
around Kansas City. His post-graduation plans are already 
set. “I’m just waiting to finish school so I can go to the 
biggest school there is, New York,” says Ben, “and try to 
play beautiful music with as many people as I can.”     
tyler schmidt continues his standout swimming career 
at the University of  Minnesota.In March he won three 
more All-American titles, to add to the three from previ-
ous years as he helped his school team win a 10th place 
in the NCAA Division I Swimming Meet.  
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Kaity Heflin ’00 is engaged to musician Joshua Tate

2001 
sarah bellows-blakely completed her sophomore 
year at Stanford and made the decision to major in history. 
In addition to keeping up with schoolwork and participat-
ing in her sorority (Pi Beta Phi) activities, she worked as 
a math tutor to grade school students in Palo Alto. She 
also used some of  the long weekends as opportunities 
to explore California, visiting Yosemite National Park, 
Big Basin National Redwood Park, Big Sur, Carmel and 

Sarah Bellows-Blakely ’01 and Reed Underwood ’01 
ride a cable car in San Francisco 



Monterey, Bodega Bay, and Los Angeles. This summer 
Sarah worked as a nanny in the Hamptons with Reed 
Underwood ’01. She closed out the summer with travels 
through France and Spain before arriving in England to 
study abroad at Oxford University in the fall.
rachel buck says her second year at Duke University 
was even more rewarding than the first. She joined the 
Mock Trial team and competed in various tournaments 
on the east coast throughout the year. Her team quali-
fied for the American Mock Trial Association’s national 
tournament, and they placed in the top 25. This summer 
Rachel had an internship at the Shawnee County District 
Attorney’s office which she describes as “a very dynamic 
place where I am constantly exposed to ‘legal life.’” This 
fall she is studying abroad in Barcelona, and hopes to 
travel extensively around Europe.
shruti challa is a junior at Stanford University major-
ing in economics and international relations. She is been 
very involved on campus, has been captain of  her Indian 
dance group and on the board of  her Indian Council. She 
is an active member and leader of  the Stanford Pre-Busi-
ness Association, Stanford Women in Business, and the 
Asian Entrepreneurship Club. This summer she worked at 
eBay in the finance department and had the opportunity 
to work alongside major executives, forecast major bottom 
line profit numbers, and even created a proposal to enter 
a $350 billion dollar market (she is still waiting for results). 
She was offered a two-year contract with eBay.  
asona lui volunteered at Topeka’s Marian Clinic this 
summer, shadowing doctors and serving as a Spanish 
translator for clients. She also worked at St. Francis 
Hospital, sterilizing surgical instruments, and had the 
opportunity to observe several surgeries. As you might 
conclude from her summer activities, Asona has decided 
to major in pre-med. The hardest part of  the year was 
having to undergo a tonsillectomy and be on the receiv-
ing end of  a scalpel. “Who knew a uvula could swell up 
so big? I will never take pain-free swallowing for granted 
ever again,” says Asona. Back at Washington University 
in St. Louis for her junior year, Asona has moved into 
her first apartment, off  campus. “I spent three weeks 

refinishing and staining an old wooden dining room set, 
then had to carry it up six flights of  stairs in 100 degree 
heat,” she says. “It looks great, so all the hard work was 
worth it. I love having my own place, a regular-size fridge, 
and my two best friends in an apartment right across the 
hall.”  Last year Asona was thrilled to perform concerts 
with Wash U’s vocal chamber music ensemble More Fools 
Than Wise. Other treats included commandeering Culture 
Clash!  An International Fashion Show as the culminating 
event for Africa Week, tutoring eighth graders in math 
twice a week at a local public middle school, and chair-
ing the Fool’s Madrigal Feaste last fall. An Ervin Scholar, 
Asona has welcomed TCS alumni Eric Wang ‘03, Pablo 
Kennedy ‘03, and Jordan Carter ‘03 into the Ervin Fam-
ily and says, “We’re stretching people’s preconceived ideas 
about Kansans!” 
reed underwood was accepted into the University of  
Iowa’s highly selective nursing school in Iowa City. After 
that she plans to attend graduate school and become a 
nurse practitioner. This summer Reed worked as a nanny 
in the Hamptons with TCS classmate Sarah Bellows-
Blakely ’01 and was invited by one of  her families to 
travel with them to Switzerland. Unfortunately she had 
to return to school before she could make the trip.
kelley van sickle (t) is a junior at Fordham Univer-
sity in New York, where she’s taken a lot of  philosophy 
and world religion classes. Last summer she worked for 
Governor Kathleen Sebelius in Topeka. This summer 
she worked across from Lincoln Center and “loves New 
York City in the summertime.”  

2002
daniel bleiberg is a sophomore at Georgetown Univer-
sity where he is in the School of  Foreign Service. He has 
his own radio show on WGTB, Georgetown’s student-run 
station. He spent the summer in Barcelona, Spain, studying 
Spanish and appreciating all the joys of  the city.  
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Photo right: Daniel Bleiberg ’02 (far right) 
hiking in the Spanish Pyrenees with his parents 

and brother Ben (T) ’06.



amelia maxfield is back in Poughkeepsie, New York 
for her second year at Vassar College. She had a wonderful 
freshman year and has decided to declare a psychology 
major. Health problems prevented Amelia from swim-
ming for Vassar, so she’s managing the team instead. As 
a freshman, she was involved in the College Democrats, 
the Vassar Chapter of  Save Darfur, and “TONCA” (To-
gether Opposing Neglect and Child Abuse). This summer 
Amelia had an internship with Kansas Action for Chil-
dren and continued her volunteer work with the Prairie 
Advocacy Center.
nathan peterson is a sophomore at Washburn Uni-
versity and remains active in local theater productions. 
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daniel plenkovich is serving in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. With a score of  237 out of  250, he graduated 
from Boot Camp as the best shooter in his platoon. 
Daniel deployed to Iraq in July. His father asks that the 
TCS community pray for his safety.

2003 
stephanie atwood  graduated from Topeka High 
with superior honors as her class valedictorian. She is 
a National Merit Scholar and a Dole Scholar, the latter 
based on political involvement. She is also an All-State 
Scholar, an honor given to the top 25 high school seniors 



in Kansas, a Kansas State Scholar, and was named to 
the National Honor Society. This fall she is a freshman 
in the honors program at K.U. As a high school senior 
Stephanie participated in debate, forensics and students 
government. She took second at state in debate (6A) and 
placed second in domestic extemporaneous speaking at 
the state forensics tournament. Stephanie interned at the 
Kansas Democratic Party, heard Bill Clinton and Barak 
Obama speak, and met Senator Obama. 
jordan carter  is an Ervin Scholar at Washington 
University in St. Louis – one of three members of the TCS 
Class of 2003 to earn that prestigious scholarship. Jordan 
is a National Merit Scholar and a National Achievement 
Scholar. She graduated from Topeka High with superior 
honors, was named a Kansas State Scholar, and served 
as secretary of National Honor Society. She was a senior 
representative in student government, served as a Topeka 
High World copy editor, and contributed articles to the 
yearbook. Jordan spoke as part of the Heritage Panel and 
volunteered in Topeka Collegiate’s after-school program, 
teaching digital photography. This summer she worked in 
the Topeka High office and enjoyed her last few months 
in Topeka. 
celina garay is a freshman at Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville, Tennessee this fall. She graduated with su-
perior honors from Topeka High School as a Kansas 
State Scholar. She was concertmaster of  Topeka High’s 
orchestra and a member of  its string trio. Celina was 
chosen to play first violin for the district and state honors 
orchestras. She was in the pit orchestra for Les Misérables 
at THS and played in the Topeka Youth Symphony as 
a senior for her seventh and last year. Celina was active 
in National Honor Society, the literary and art magazine 
Mandala, the student-run talent show SRO, and Robed 
Choir. She also served as secretary of  AFS (American 
Field Service). Celina was selected to attend the Latino 
Leadership Summit at K.U. and was a Latina Award nomi-
nee. This summer she returned to the Ballet Folklorico 
de Topeka and performed at the Fiesta Mexicana. 
christina gitto  graduated from Topeka High with 
high honors. She’s a freshman at Washburn this fall study-

ing elementary education. As a senior at Topeka High 
she was an editor of  the literary magazine Mandala, and 
a coordinator of  the Mandala Film Festival. She was co-
head of  the costume crew for Topeka High’s production 
of  Les Misérables and served on the costume crew for the 
play Dearly Departed. Christina sang with the Topeka High 
Robed Choir for the second year in a row, and traveled 
with the choir to Chicago. “I was a big supporter of  
all things Topeka High,” says Christina, “displaying my 
school spirit at sporting events and school activities.” 

 katherine “kathy” heflin won a full scholarship 
to Stanford University. She is a freshman on the Palo 
Alto campus studying politics and rowing on the light-
weight crew team. Kathy spent her senior year at Choate 
Rosemary Hall in Wallingford, Connecticut as prefect of  
her dorm, second-time president of  the Art Club (which 
she helped reinstate her junior year), vice president of  
the Young Democrats, co-president of  the Crossfire 
political debating club, and captain of  her varsity rowing 
team. She was also the first person in her school to be in 
the First Varsity Boat for all four years. Kathy continues 
her academic achievement as well. This summer Kathy 
interned in Washington, D.C. with the lobbying group 
Americans for Democratic Action. She met with con-
gressmen, political advisors and journalists, in addition 
to researching, writing, and lobbying on various political 
issues.
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Kathy Heflin ’03 
continues her rowing 
career at Stanford



marc heronemus is a freshman at Grinnell College 
in Grinnell, Iowa. He won academic and athletic schol-
arships and is playing football this fall. Marc graduated 
from Topeka High School with superior honors in May. 
He is a member of  the National Honor Society and was 
named a Kansas State Scholar.
jackie hoyt is a freshman at Johnson County Com-
munity College in Kansas City on a basketball and aca-
demic scholarship. During her senior year at Topeka 
High, she was captain of  the volleyball team and was 
named 1st team all-city. In basketball, she was team cap-
tain, 1st team all-city and all-league, and became Topeka 
High’s all-time leading scorer with a career total of  1259 
points, a 73.9% free throw average, and 598 rebounds. 
She was a McDonald’s All American Nominee, and was 
selected by the Shawnee County Sports Council as the 
countywide leading female athlete for all winter sports. 
Jackie was also a nominee for Royalty of  Courts, and 
graduated with high honors.
pablo kennedy is a member of  a very elite club. Ac-
cepted early to Washington University in St. Louis, he 
was chosen as both an Ervin Scholar and a Ramirez 
Scholar. Pablo is one of  only three students this year 
and one of  only five in Wash U history to achieve the 
double honor. Pablo graduated with superior honors 
from Topeka High School in the spring as the all-school 
president, a Kansas State Scholar, and a member of  the 
Topeka High drumline.
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Mark Heronemus ’03 
makes it official – he’ll 
play football at 
Grinnell College

charles lee is a freshman at Boston University this 
fall. He graduated from Topeka High School in May 
with superior honors as senior class vice president, a 
member of  the National Honor Society and a Kansas 
State Scholar. Charles was also a nominee for Royalty of  
Courts, along with three TCS classmates.
nicole mcclure (t) is a freshman at K.U. and a Na-
tional Merit commended student. She graduated with 
superior honors from Topeka High in the spring and 
spoke at graduation as senior class president. Nicole 
was a member of  student government each of  her four 

It’s a royal flush! Charles Lee ‘03, Jackie Hoyt ‘03, Elizabeth Cou-
lon ‘03 and Eric Wang ‘03 are Royalty of Courts at Topeka High
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years at Topeka High, a member of  the National Honor 
Society, and served on the District Citizens’ Advisory 
Council as a senior. Nicole distinguished herself  in the 
arts during her high school career, notably as founder 
and director of  the Topeka Young Artists’ Guild, and 
as the four-time winner of  the Living the Dream stu-
dent art competition. She won the Prudential Spirit of  
Community Award for Kansas last year and was named 
Topeka Performing Arts Center’s Young Artist of  the 
Year Award for Community Service in the Arts. She is a 
commissioned artist and was accepted at the Milwaukee 
Institute of  Art and Design for pre-college courses in 
animation and painting.
megan reynolds is at K-State majoring in theater. She 
graduated with high honors from Topeka High School 
in May, as a member of  the National Honor Society. 
Megan was properties manager for the play Dearly De-
parted and acted in Les Misérables. She performed in the 
student-run talent show SRO and volunteered on the 
production crew of  the TCS middle school play. Me-
gan sang in Robed Choir and the elite Madrigals and 
achieved Honor Thespian status. She attended the State 
Thespian Conference and recommends it as a “really 

good way to get noticed by col-
leges if  you are interested in 
theater.”
 caitlin seals schwanke 
is attending Johnson County 
Community College and living 
in Kansas City. She is pursuing 
a degree in secondary educa-
tion with a focus in English, 
and plans to transfer to a four-
year school in a year or two. 
She has been offered a position 
as an assistant to the director 
of  Premiere Ballet of  Kansas 

City and will be actively involved in their studio and per-
formances. Caitlin graduated from Topeka West High 
School in the spring, was named a Kansas State Scholar, 
and admitted into the National Honor Society. During 
her senior year she was involved in all three theatrical 
productions and various TW Players productions. As 
a member of  Players, she directed and performed in a 
one-act play that was selected for the city festival, was 

(l to r) Nicole McClure (T), Pablo Kennedy, 
Elizabeth Coulon, Charles Lee, Chase Hamilton, 
and Stephanie Atwood – all Class of 2003 – 
graduate together from Topeka High

Caitlin Seals Schwanke ’03 interns in science class at TCS

c on t inued  pag e  36



Caitlin Seals Schwanke ’03 interns in science class at TCS

Members 
of the 
Class of 
2007 and 
the high 
schools 
they have 

chosen

CONGR ATULATIONS
Topeka High School     
Hillcrest High School (New Zealand)
Topeka High School
Washburn Rural High School   
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Topeka West High School
Oak Park River Forest High School             
   (Chicago, Illinois)
Topeka High School
Hays High School (Hays)
Southwest Junior High School 
   (Lawrence)
Topeka West High School 
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School
Cair Paravel Latin School
Rockhurst High School 
   (Kansas City, Missouri)
Topeka High School
Washburn Rural High School 
Seaman High School
Topeka High School
Topeka High School

margaret marie ault

joseph cornsweet barber

joel burton billinger

parker james conlin

john connor copeland

natalie elizabeth stutzman demonchaux

aliyah rai’chelle durant

jonah christopher james freed

lauren gabrielle gernon

max william haverfield

alexander benjamin henriquez

myriah darreyale holt

tanner joseph horst

katherine elizabeth jones

daniel sebastian kennedy

trevin timothy leach

nicholas edward massey

kelsey marie rot

julia reye snyder

thomas vance boggs varney

david xyeyan wang

kelsee mae wright



2004
erin atwood is a senior at Washburn Rural High 
School, Student Council vice president and National 
Honor Society president. Last year she was junior class 
president and in charge of  prom. She helped bring Ra-
chel’s Challenge, an inspirational program, to Washburn 
Rural and led several Student Council committees. She 
played JV volleyball and varsity at the end of  the year, 
when her team placed first at the state tournament. Erin 
is working with a boy with autism and loves helping him 
learn to speak and interact better. She is playing softball 
this year for fun. 
elizabeth “liz” brownback spent part of  her 
summer making a film. She and a dozen other teens 

met in Kansas City 
to make a movie in 
a week to enter in 
the Samsung Fresh 
Films competition. 
They were given a 
script and the equip-
ment to do the job, 
but beyond that, the 
responsibility for the 
movie was theirs. 
The winners of  the 
competition will be 
flown to Hollywood. 
Liz says the experi-
ence was a prize in 
itself. She spent the 

rest of  her summer accompanying her dad, Senator 
Sam Brownback, on campaign tours of  Iowa, a state 
she jokes she has visited “a million times,” and looking 
at colleges. Liz also chose to travel with her dad to woo 
voters in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, where she 
squeezed in some beach time. She was also in the au-
dience for the televised republican presidential debate 
in New Hampshire. This fall, Liz is back at Washburn 
Rural High School for her senior year.

heavily involved in the faculty variety show, worked with 
first graders at Whitson Elementary School in the cre-
ative dramatics program, and finished off  the year with 
Players Show. A highlight was the Faculty Follies. Caitlin 
won a trophy for her partnership with Mike Callaway in 
Dancing with the Faculty. She also performed in her final 
Nutcracker ballet with Ballet Midwest. Last fall Caitlin 
was back at Topeka Collegiate for an internship with 
Lower School Science Teacher Mary Kate Baldwin, 
working with fifth grade students.
eric wang represents one third of  the Topeka Col-
legiate trifecta at Washington University. He and class-
mates Jordan Carter ’03 and Pablo Kennedy ’03 are 
all winners of  the prestigious Ervin Scholarship. This 
trio of  TCS alums is together again as they begin their 
college career on the St. Louis campus. Eric graduated 
from Topeka High with superior honors as a member 
of  National Honor Society and a Kansas State Scholar. 
Eric and three of  his former TCS classmates were nom-
inated together for Royalty of  Courts.
alexandra “aly” woodbury signed to play vol-
leyball at Manhattan Christian College and plans to 
get a dual degree there and at Kansas State University. 
She graduated from Topeka High in the spring with 
superior honors and was designated a Kansas State 
Scholar. Aly participated in volleyball, basketball and 
swimming all four years of  high school, went to state 
in swimming two years, was captain for two years and 
set the all-school record in the 200 yard relay. She was 
in National Honor Society and won the Tower Award 
twice. She was selected as the Most Inspirational Ath-
lete in volleyball, basketball and swimming from To-
peka High for the Shawnee County Outstanding Ath-
lete Award. She also sang in Madrigals and received 
a 1 rating at state. She worked as a lifeguard at a city 
pool this summer, spent a week in New York as an 
intern for Soho Publishing and visited Paris with her 
French class. 
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Liz Brownback’ 04 operates sound 
equipment on a film crew
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cassidy carpenter spent her summer working with 
Dr. Martin Maldonado (a TCS alumni parent), conduct-
ing interviews as part of  a field study to help develop a 
list of  questions for new parents about their children’s 
feeding, sleeping and eating patterns. The right ques-
tions may elicit information that will help mental health 
professionals detect problems sooner. Cassidy talked 
with 80 mothers with babies from four to 14 months 
old. She also acted as a translator for Spanish-speak-
ing mothers. Before heading back to Andover for her 
senior year, Cassidy traveled to Belize on a school trip 
where she and fellow students painted and fixed up a 
small, rundown preschool. Along with TCS classmate 
Atima Lui ’03, Cassidy is co-captain of  the varsity vol-
leyball team and they’re hoping for another undefeated 
season. 
peter ebeling is senior class president at Topeka High 
School. He is also president of  the National Forensics 
League this year. Pete and TCS alumna Stephanie At-
wood ‘03 took second in the state in policy debate last 
year. He continues to be active in the Science Olympiad 
Club he founded at THS (with the help of  TCS science 
teacher Mr. Shinn), and has been named to the National 
Honor Society.  
austin gideon is a young philanthropist. Just 
ask the folks at Capper Foundation Easter Seals 
where they know Austin as a dedicated volunteer. 
Motivated by his work with children at Capper, 
Austin envisioned, planned and executed the Hope 
and Inspiration Coffee House, a charity event held 
at Topeka Collegiate. The coffee house showcased 
the artistic talents of  local teenagers with musi-
cal acts, poetry readings and a display of  artwork. 
His hard work resulted in a successful event that 
allowed Austin to turn over a check for $828  to 
Capper’s scholarship drive. The money will help 
students with disabilities whose insurance doesn’t 
quite cover the cost of  Capper’s services. For 
his dedication, Austin was named a Young Hero 
by The Topeka Capital-Journal and featured on the 

Austin Gideon ‘04 organizes a fundraiser to benefit children with disabilities

Good Kids segment of  a local TV newscast. This sum-
mer Austin traveled with Duke University to Costa Rica 
for a biology research project, then to St. Louis for an 
internship at the Kilo Diabetes and Vascular Research 
Foundation. 
christal hannigan is a senior at Topeka High this 
fall. She’s been active in the women’s choir as well as 
in school plays and musicals, and went on the school 
choir trip to Chicago in March. She is also on the div-
ing team. Last year her anatomy teacher sent her to the 
Women in Science Conference in Nebraska. Her inter-
est grew out of  a LeadAmerica CSI Conference she at-
tended in Washington, DC last summer. This summer 
Christal spent three weeks in Belize with a group called 
AcademicTreks. She earned her Wilderness First Re-
sponder Certification, volunteered at a hospital clinic 
and worked with the local kids. She also spent three 
weeks as a counselor-in-training at Girl Scout Camp.
claire jenison (t) Claire is a senior at Keystone 
School in San Antonio, Texas. She is a co-captain of  
the varsity volleyball team, having successfully recov-
ered from a devastating knee injury and resulting sur-
gery last year. She spent a month in Grenoble, France 



this summer in a language immersion 
program.
nike kleiger (t) is a senior at 
Sidwell Friends School in Washing-
ton, D.C. He plays lacrosse and is the 
drummer in a band he’s played with 
on and off  for several years. Nike lives 
in Bethesda, Maryland with his family, 
but is considering a return to Kansas and K.U. for col-
lege next year.
atima lui is a senior at Phillips Academy Andover, and 
co-captain of  the varsity volleyball team. This summer 
she was accepted into the highly-sought-after LEAD 
Summer Business Institute at the University of  Penn-
sylvania’s Wharton School of  Business in Philadelphia. 
LEAD is a program that identifies talented 11th grade 
students to encourage them to pursue a career in busi-
ness. They had 1200 applicants for 370 spots. Thirty 
Fortune 500 businesses partner with LEAD and provide 
hands-on internships throughout college, mentorships, 
employment, and master’s degree positions as time goes 
on. Before leaving for Philadelphia, Atima taught a To-
peka Collegiate Summer Adventures camp in stepping, 
which involves stomping and clapping, often simultane-
ously and at various rates of  speed. Atima continues to 
dance with SLAM, her Andover stepdance team and is 
president of  her school’s African Latino Society.  Be-
sides doing the “college search thing” this summer, 
Atima has “loved hanging out with TCS friends Caitlin 
Fitzpatrick ‘04, Hannah Naeger (T) ’04, Olivia Penn 

(T) ‘04, and Tess Wilson ‘04. They make my time at 
home very special,” she says. 
kirsten marples is a senior at Topeka High School 
where she plays varsity volleyball and was one of  17 
students accepted into the National Honor Society as 
juniors. This summer she traveled to France with her 
French class. Last year she placed 11th in the state on 
the National French Exam. Kirsten volunteers twice a 
week at Stormont-Vail in radiology CT and in the phar-
macy. She plays club volleyball for Topeka Elite and 
was recommended by one of  her teachers to partici-
pate in the Women in Science Conference in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, where she was one of  the only girls from 
Kansas. Kirsten is  president of  Mu Alpha Theta, the 
math club at Topeka High. This year she is exploring 
college choices and searching for a career she might 
want to pursue, “probably something in the medical 
field,” she says. 
tess wilson spent her junior year being much, much 
busier than she had planned. She was hired at a local 
natural food coop around Thanksgiving, and contin-
ues to work at A+ Learning Center, formerly known 

Katie (T) ‘07 and Nike Kleiger (T) ’04 
stop in to see pre-k teacher Mrs. Young
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as Kumon Math. Her school year included playing 
for the Topeka High Marching Band and drumline, 
Cruzline (an extracurricular drumline in Topeka), 
completing a course at Washburn University, and 
volunteering for the Topeka Performing Arts Center. 
This summer, Tess relaxed by taking a fishing trip 
to Alaska, and enjoyed the Fourth of  July in Seattle 
with her family. Next she attended a Total Percussion 
Camp at Washburn University, then took on some 
Colorado mountains with fellow alumna (and long-
time best bud) Caitlin Fitzpatrick ’04. Now back at 
Topeka High for her senior year, Tess continues her 
college search.
kandace yee is a senior at Washburn Rural High 
School and president of  the student body. She is vice 
president of  the National Honor Society, a member of  
Young Republicans, and a varsity cheerleader. Last year 
she was chosen Prom Princess.

2005 
steven anderson is a junior 
at Topeka High where he’s busy 
playing goalie on the varsity soc-
cer team and varsity kicker for 
football. He’s excited about go-
ing to Brazil for a month during 
winter break. He was invited by 
one of  Brazil’s national women’s 
team coaches who saw him play 
at a soccer camp in Colorado. In 
South America, he’ll train with 
other goalies. This summer, Ste-
ven helped the building staff  at 
TCS and earned a reputation as 
a hard worker.
tyler chanay is on the drum-
line as a junior at Topeka High. 
This summer he acted in the 
Topeka Civic Theatre youth 
production of  Holes, worked 

at a local retirement home and traveled to Nicara-
gua with his church on a mission trip where he dug 
more holes in an effort to help residents of  a remote 
village develop a sanitation system.
robert hamilton is a junior at Topeka High and has 
been chosen as junior director of  SRO, the student-
run talent show. It means he’ll step up to the job of  
senior director next year. This summer Robert swam 
with the Topeka Swim Association ten times a week 
for two hours. All that effort paid off  at the Air Cap 
Invitational meet in Wichita where all Robert’s times 
qualified as AA standard, meaning he did very well. He 
swam a AAA (even better) in the 100 meter freestyle, 
qualifying him for the Missouri Valley meet. Last year 
at Topeka High, Robert participated in Science Olym-
piad and sang with the elite Madrigals. 
michael myers is junior class president at Topeka 
High School. This summer he went to an engineering 
camp at K.U., volunteered at Capper Foundation Easter 

Tyler Chanay ’05 digs ditches for a sanitation system in a 
remote Nicaraguan village



Seals, vacationed with his family in Mexico and worked 
for his own company, “Michael’s Mowing and More.” 
Michael has been taking flying lessons with his dad and 
the two are racking up hours toward their pilot’s licenses. 
At Topeka High, Michael plays on the drumline, plays 
tennis, and is involved in a peer mentoring program for 
younger students.
laura politi is studying in Belluno, a small city in 
Northern Italy, near the Dolomites Mountains this 
year. She is living with a host family of  four; mom, 
dad, two brothers. Laura’s Italian is pretty good (“I can 
get by,” she says), but not near as good as it will be 
when she returns. Laura organized a fundraiser and 
a garage sale to help finance her trip, in addition to 
working all summer.
corrine viola (t) is a junior at Washburn Rural 
High School where she’s on the debate team. She helped 
found the first Young Democrats club at Rural and 
works at a local retirement home. Cori is active in her 
church youth group and traveled to Chicago on a mis-
sion trip this summer. As part of  the group, she volun-
teers at the Rescue Mission and Let’s Help, among other 
charities. This summer she also went to debate camp.
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ben bleiberg (t) is a sophomore at 
Emery High School in Houston where 
he plays on the school’s basketball and 
tennis teams.  This summer he went to 
Colorado with his old friend and Topeka 
Collegiate alumnus, Blake Hamilton 
’06, worked at a local theater camp as a 
counselor, brushed up on his Spanish 
and traveled to Barcelona with his family 
to visit his older brother Daniel ’02.
jackie horn is a sophomore at Topeka 
High School. She took part in a church 
camp at Baker University this summer. 
She describes it as an “amazing experi-

ence” and hopes to go back next year. Jackie’s mom has 
moved to Florida, but the two spent some time togeth-
er this summer, first in Topeka, then in the Sunshine 
State.
weston mccully (t) is a sophomore at North-
west School of  the Arts in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
the city’ only arts school, where he has a dual major 
in musical theater and visual arts. The school shares 
a campus at uptown’s “Spirit Square,” a performance 
center for some of  Charlotte’s top organizations, in-
cluding theater, photography, music and fine art.  
Weston got behind-the-scenes experience in technical 
theater when he worked the “run crew” for the March 
performance of  Les 
Misérables at The Blu-
menthal Center for 
the Performing Arts. 
Weston played on his 
school golf  team last 
spring and is a vol-
unteer at ImaginOn, 
Charlotte’s children’s 
library, where he 
works in the teen loft 
and with children’s 
theater projects.

Michael Myers ’05 (far left), Pablo Kennedy ’03 
(fourth from left) and Tess Wilson ’04 (far right) 
perform with the Topeka High drumline.

Weston McCully (T) ‘06 attends 
an arts school in North Carolina



Students 
Represent TCS at 
National Level
                      History Day

wo performances – one individual, one group – made it 
into the finals at National History Day competition in 
College Park, Maryland in June. Then sixth grader Soren 
Lamb and seventh grader Nyalia Lui, finished ninth in 

the nation in their first attempt at the performance category with their 
“Unshackling the Mind of the Oppressed: Biko’s Black Consciousness 
and the Triumph and Downfall of Apartheid.” Despite being so sick 
that it looked as if she might not be able to perform, Shelby Carpenter, 
now an eighth grader, came through like a trouper, finishing 11th in the 
individual performance category with “One Woman’s Voice from the 
Oregon Trail: Abigail Scott Duniway’s Traumatic Journey and Trium-
phant Fight for Women’s Suffrage in the New Frontier.”
   Also representing Topeka Collegate were three students in the exhibit 
category: Nick Gideon whose project was called “The ‘Defence 
of Fort McHenry:’ One Poet’s Patriotic Vision, and Colby 
Beardmore and Bailey Evans who worked together on “Pho-
tographer Lewis W. Hine: Exposing the Dangerous World of 
Child Labor to Develop Protective child Labor Laws.”

                      Mathcounts
Led by David Wang ’07 (left), the Kansas Mathcounts team 
went up against 56 other teams at the national competition 
in Fort Worth, Texas in May. Mrs. Hoyt coached the team 
and Mr. McCoy served as assistant coach. The Kansas team 
finished 35th out of 57 teams. “All who make it to nationals 
are already winners of the highest caliber,” said Mrs. Hoyt. As 
an eighth grader, David also scored in the top 1% of the na-
tion on the AMC-10 (American Mathematics Competition), 
a test designed for high school students through tenth grade.

For the second year in a row, David Wang ’07 represents Topeka 
Collegiate and the state of Kansas at national Mathcounts. 

Soren Lamb and Nyalia Lui take ninth 
place at National History Day.

Shelby Carpenter overcomes a bout with the 
flu to place 11th at National History Day

T
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College 
Choices
Following is the list of colleges and universities 
members of the Class of 2003 have chosen and the 
scholarships they’ve been awarded. (T) indicates 
students who transferred before graduation from 
Topeka Collegiate.

aubrie angel

Washburn University: Topeka

miles armstrong

Kansas University: Lawrence

stephanie atwood

Kansas University: Lawrence
   Manuel Pusitz Scholarship
   National Merit Scholarship – University of Kansas
   Robert C. Byrd Scholarship
   Juris Doctorate/Bachelor of Science Scholarship   
      – George Washington University

benjamin bouton

Knox College: Galesburg, Illinois
   Academic Scholarship – Knox College
   Creative Writing Scholarship – Knox College

elliot buck (t)
Kansas University: Lawrence
   W. Harold Otto National Merit Scholarship 
      – University of Kansas

jordan carter 
Washington University: St. Louis, Missouri
   Manuel Pusitz Scholarship
   John B. Ervin Scholarship – Washington University
   National Merit Scholarship
   National Achievement Scholarship
   Robert C. Byrd Scholarship

elizabeth coulon 
Baylor University: Waco, Texas
   President’s Scholarship – Baylor University
   Magis Scholarship – Creighton University
   Founder’s Scholarship – Tulane University
   Freshman Honors Scholarship – University of Kansas
   Miller Black and Gold Award – Fort Hays State    
      University

celina garay

Vanderbilt University: Nashville, Tennessee
   Manuel Pusitz Scholarship
   Topeka Kiwanis Foundation Scholarship
   THS Orchestra Parents Booster Club Scholarship
   Young Artist of the Year Scholarship – TPAC
   Living the Dream Scholarship
   Founder’s Scholarship – Tulane University
   Tulane Scholarship – Tulane University
   Diversity Scholarship – Creighton University
   Freshman Honors Scholarship – University of Kansas
   McDonald’s Oregon Shakespeare Festival Scholarship
   LULAC Scholarship
   Academic Scholarship – Washburn University
   Wiseman Scholarship – Washburn University
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christina gitto

Washburn University: Topeka
   Academic Scholarship – Washburn University
   Wiseman Scholarship – Washburn University

chase hamilton

Kansas University: Lawrence

katherine heflin

Stanford University: Palo Alto, California
   Academic Scholarship – Stanford University

marc heronemus

Grinnell College: Grinnell, Iowa
   Manuel Pusitz Scholarship
   Medallion Scholarship – Kansas State University
   Engineering Scholarship – Kansas State University
   Trustee Honor Scholarship – Grinnell College
   Athletic Scholarship – Grinnell College

jacqueline hoyt

Johnson County Community College: Kansas City
   Athletic Scholarship – Johnson County Community 
      College
   Academic Scholarship – Johnson County Community 
      College
   Athletic Scholarship – Mid-America Nazarene    
      University
   Residential Life Scholarship – Mid-America 
      Nazarene University
   Foundation Scholarship – Baker University
   Academic Leadership Scholarship – Baker University
   Athletic Scholarship – Baker University

pablo kennedy

Washington University: St. Louis, Missouri
   Manuel Pusitz Scholarship
   Annika Rodriguez Scholarship – Washington University
   John B. Ervin Scholarship – Washington University

scott kresie

Kaw Area Technical School: Topeka 
Washburn University: Topeka

charles lee

Boston College: Boston, Massachusetts
   Endowment Meritorious Scholarship – University of 
      Kansas
   Chancellor’s Scholarship – University of Kansas
   Irene Nunemaker Scholarship for Excellence
  
chandler maxon (t)
Kansas University: Lawrence
   Watkins-Berger Scholarship – University of Kansas

nicole ncclure (t)
Kansas University: Lawrence
   Annabel Pringle Scholarship
   Justin E. Ramirez Memorial Scholarship
   Prudential Spirit of Community Award
   Watkins-Berger Scholarship – University of Kansas
   Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Scholarship
 
taylor obley

Kansas University: Lawrence

ryan patrick

Wichita State University: Wichita
  Chancellor’s Scholar Award – University of Missouri-
      Kansas City
   Music Scholarship – Wichita State University
   Topeka High School Historical Society Ed Love Scholarship

megan reynolds

Kansas State University: Manhattan
   Medallion Scholarship – Kansas State University
   Theater Scholarship – Kansas State University
   Freshman Honors Scholarship – University of Kansas



caitlin seals schwanke

Johnson County Community College: Kansas City
   Kansas Honor Scholar - Kansas University 
   Manuel E. Pusitz Scholarship 
   Governor’s Scholar Award 
   Educational Credit Union Scholarship 
   Menno Simons Scholarship - Goshen College 
   Esther Hodel Scholarship - Goshen College 
   C. Henry Smith Scholarship -  Goshen College 
   Charles and Linda S. Carlsen Scholarship - Johnson 
      County Community College

michael snyder

Emporia State University: Emporia

denny tsai

Boston College: Boston, Massachusetts
   Excellence Scholorship - Northeastern University

ryne tutuska

Vanderbilt University: Nashville, Tennessee
   Hays City Silver Academic Award – Fort Hays State 
      University
   Freshman Honors Scholarship – University of Kansas
   SMU Distinguished Scholar – Southern Methodist 
      University

eric wang 
Washington University: St. Louis, Missouri
   Manuel Pusitz Scholarship
   Robert C. Byrd Scholarship
   John B. Ervin Scholarship – Washington University

davis wittig

Vanderbilt University: Nashville, Tennessee

alexandra woodbury

Manhattan Christian College: Manhattan
   Timothy Days Scholarship – Manhattan Christian       
      College
   Dorean Scholarship – Manhattan Christian College
   President’s Scholarship – Manhattan Christian 
      College
   Athletic Scholarships – Manhattan Christian College
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t o p e k a  c o l l e g i a t e

Annual Report 
2006-2007

We appreciate all gifts made to Topeka Collegiate School during the 2006-2007 fiscal year. 

We could not survive without the generosity of our school community, and we thank you.
 



Annual Report 
2006-2007

I ncome
Tuit ion and fees 
E x tracur r icular  ac t iv i t ies 
Annual  fund 
Auc t ion 
Capita l  campaign contr ibut ions
O ther  fundrais ing
Interes t 
O ther 
Tot al  reve nue s

2,354,510
281,160
167,122
192,027

13,792
63, 852
57,958
13,965

$3,14 4 , 38 6

E x p e nse s
Salar ies  and benef i t s
Ins truc t ional  suppl ies 
Faci l i t y  and maintenance 
Financia l  a id
Adminis t rat ive  and of f ice 
Fundrais ing 
Tot al  e x p e nditure s

2,028 ,747
241,9 4 4
271,172

388 ,527
123,703

59,4 43
$3,113, 536

Fu n d ra isi n g
A d mi nis t rat i ve  a n d  o f f i ce

Fi n a n ci a l  a i d
Fa ci l i t y  a n d  m a i nte n a n ce

    I ns t r u c t i o n a l  su p p l i e s
S a l a r i e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s

O th e r
I nte re s t

O th e r  f u n d ra isi n g
Ca p ita l  ca m p a i g n  co nt r i b ut i o ns

Au c t i o n
A nnu a l  g i v i n g

E x t ra cu r r i cu l a r  a c t i v i t i e s
Tu it i o n  a n d  Fe e s

income Total
expenditures



RuTh an d h .  B E R n E R d FI n k So cI E T y
   M e mb e r shi p  Le ve ls
I .  ame ric an E agl e  counci l 
   $5,000 and above
Sharon and Howard Fricke
Susan and B. Kent Garlinghouse
Pat Garrett
Kathy and Bruce Myers
Lori and Kris Robbins
I I .  G o l de n E agl e  counci l
   $2,500 to $4,999
Sue and Randy Badsky
Susan and Brian Beard
Laura and Cliff Farha
Ruth Fink
Charlene and John Gernon
Laura Stephenson and 
   Francois Henriquez
Sandy and Frank Memmo
Grace and Michael Morrison
Karen and Bill Padgett
Isolde and Stefano Pettinella
Stephanie and John Valley
Lynette and Peter Wert
I I I .  Z ap the G ap
   $1,300 to $2,499
Anonymous
Kris and Jeff Chanay
Kristina and John Dietrick
Jett and Tim Elmer
Cheryl and John Fager

2006-2007 honor roll of 
annual fund contributors

Ximena Garcia and Craig Gernon
Karen and Patrick Gideon
Jane and Russell Greene
Mary and Scott Hamilton
Mary Lou and David Hudspeth
LeiAndra and Jack Jones
Marta and Brandan Kennedy
Beth and David Kensinger
Cheryl Rios Kingfisher and 
   David Kingfisher
Diana and Olaf Larson
Dawn and Shawn Magee
Tracey Goering and Dennis Mahan
Debra and Carl Maichel
Lisa and Shawn Manley
Sheri and Lang Perdue
Sabukun Nahar and Rehan Reza
Laura and Greg Schwerdt
Barbara and Richard Shapiro
Wade Welch

ad d ITI o nal G Iv I n G 
c aTEG o R I ES
I .  Pre side nt ’s  counci l
   $750 to $1,299
Anonymous
Anonymous
Lisa and Dan Anderson
Elena Carrington

Eileen and Patrick Doran
Andrea and John Ebeling
Mary Loftus and 
   Glenn Freeman
Yumiko and Alex Glashausser
Harriett and Larry Johnson
Lori and Ali Khan
Becky and Edwin Linquist
Mary and Steven Ramirez
LeAnn and Brian Retzlaff
Cindy and Jim Shields
Denise and Charles Smith
Jane and Dick Tilghman
Changming Duan and 
   Lizhao Wang
Cathie and Thomas Wiley
I I .  h e ad of  Scho o l ’s 
counci l
   $500 to $749
Andrea and Chris Bandy
Suzanne and Kevin Beckwith
Cindi and Mark Buck
Stefania and Adrian Caracioni
Anne Russell and Kevin Freed
Barrie Garrett (T) ‘97
Caitlin Garrett (T) ‘01
Sandy and Don Hazlett
Marjorye Savage Heeney and 
   Barney Heeney

3

 ‘(T) indicates students who transferred before graduation.
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Dallas Bauer
Bev Beardmore
Avery Ayers-Berry and 
   Patrick Berry
Kelley and Jason Berryman
Lea and Jerry Billinger
Ellen Safier and Efrain Bleiberg
Monica and David Brede
Sally and Bert Buckland
Paula Hittle and Shawn Burke
Jenny and Raymond Cheung
Sabine Schmidt and Alex Cimbal
Janie and Ben Coates
Rebecca and Edward Collazo
Cathy and Michael Conlin
Jill and Patrick Cox
Rae Anne and Kevin Davis
Colleen Dougan
Robert Dubois
Jill and Chris Dykes
Cynthia and David Einspahr
Darcey Evans
Jennifer Fizer-Neal and Clay Neal
Stephanie Flores and 
   Matthew Grubb
Shirley Fouse
Liz and Joe Garcia
Jill and Raney Gilliland
Vicky and Jim Gorrell
Calla and Kelly Haggard
Michele and David Hall
Robin and Robert Hannigan
Bette Haverfield
Joy and Jay Haverfield
Sally and Chuck Henson
April and Chris Holman

(H e a d  o f  S ch o o l ’s  Co u n ci l 
co nt r b uto r s  co nt i nu e d 
f ro m  p re v i o us  p a g e)

Angie and Doug Gleason
Sylvia and James Hamilton
Phyllis and Brent Hoyt
Polly and Evan Johnson
Betty and Ed Jones
Katherine Kliem
Jill and Michael Lincoln
Lisa Locke
Monique Pittman-Lui and 
   Nason Lui
Suzanne and John MacDonald
Sushmita Veloor and 
   Raghunath Malay
Sally and Michael McEvoy
Stacy and Jon McGillivray
Lanny and Bryant Moyer
Julia Mullican
Erin Brunton-Pennington and 
   Joe Penington
Lovica and Payam Pourmirza
Karen and Gary Robertson
Sarah and Scott Shipman
Jyothi Dodlapati and 
   Gautham Varakantham
Billie Webb
Michael West
Tracy Wickham, Frances and 
   Charles Wickham
Eleese and Richard Young
Sue and Larry Zientara
Beth and David Zlotky
Iv.  Fr ie nds’  counci l
   $50 to $249
Cindy and Chad Armbruster
Kimberly and Richard Baker
Ruth and Eugene Bammes

Susan and Joseph Horan
Sarah and Donney Kastner
Traci Lackey and Richard Rabusic
Davis Lob
Lauren and Stuart Lowry
Susan Voorhees and Richard Maxfield
Debra and Bob McClure
Roxana Voica and Florin Nicolae
Cheryl Weber and David Pomeroy
David Prager III
Suchitra Ram and 
   Suresh Ramamurthi
Barbara and Loren Shinn
Ruth and John Stauffer
Yu Welch
Teri and Kirk Williams
I I I . B e ne fac tor s ’  counci l
   $250 to $499
Anonymous
Marilyn and Mark Ault
Carrie and Manford Barber
Karen and Lee Benson
Judith Corkum and Stephen Blum
Jennifer and Jonathan Bohlander
Nanny Matthias and Lissa Boyd
Mary DeCoursey and David Brennan
Eva Brown
Lisa Hecht and Vincent Carter
Carol and Harry Daughenbaugh
Maggie Khater and 
   Moussa Elbayoumy
Gail and Benjamin Franklin
Tina and Bill Gannaway



2006-2007 Co-chairs
Sue Badsky and Bill

Padgett (far right) build
a record-breaking

Annual Fund campaign
on a theme of “Shaping

Tomorrow’s Leaders.”
Joined here by Debra Ricks 
and Randy Badsky during 

pledge week, the co-chairs 
led the Annual Fund team 

to a record total of 
$167,122, and a new school 

family participation 
record of 82%.
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Paula and Jerry Huff
Heidi and Peter Innes
Eileen Glennon and John Kean
Nannette Kennedy
Tamara Kessler and Cindy Holt
Marilyn Kido
Tracie and Travis Lamb
Alice Leung
Nicole and Maurice Levy
Mary and Jim Livergood
Melanie and John Lowrey
Callie and Chris MacDonald
Janelle and Jeff Martin
Jannis and Miguel Martinez
Laura and David Morris
Melanie and John Mullican
Fran and Tom Mulligan
Sharon and Ted Nolde
Doris and Jim Oseland

Jewelia and Bob Oswald
Debbie Pakaluk
Lynette and Chris Palmer
Linda Kunkle Park and 
   Kenneth Park
Joan and Greg Pease
Lauren Shapiro and Dale Pember
Jeremy Philipp
Betty and Frank Phillips
Garet and Lawson Phillips
Kirsten and Edward Prekopy
Rajni and Madan Rattan
Kim and Eric Reckenbeil
Debra Ricks
Debbie and John Rosacker
Maureen Ruh and Timothy Rot
Patricia Scalia
Jonny Schmidt ‘98
Tammy and Shaun Schmidt

Tyler Schmidt ‘00
Jackie and Kyle Schumann
Caroline Seals and Clyde Schwanke
Athena Andaya and Gordon Self
Kay and Bradley Siebert
Brande Simmons
Carisa Sims
Kelly and Richard Skinner
Sandy and John Smith
Mary and Chuck Snyder
Tamara and Shane Starkey
Cindy and David Stillings
Viola and Kemper Straley
Jeanne and Bob Taggart
Anita and Eldon Thiessen
Topeka Collegiate Student Council
Katrina and Craig Van Aalst
Jayne Boggs Varney and 
   R. Thomas Varney
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Jenny and Ken Wallace
Susie and Gary Warner
Jean and Harry Washington
Isabelle and Robert Williams
Jennifer Wilson and Marc White
Becky and Jeff Wylie
Lori and Steve Wyre
Vicky and Dean Yee
Blake and Robert Zachritz
v.  a sso ciate s ’  counci l
   Up to $49
Brint Baker
Mary Kate Baldwin
Alana and Michael Buford
David Butler
Samantha Crow ‘95
Stacy Elmer ‘95
Debra Fisher
Katie Freeman ‘93
John Freeman ‘98
Jimmy Gaona
Sheree Smith and Phill Gonzales
Taaron Gonzales
Joni Hamilton
Danielle and David Huckins
Kelly and Mike Jannelle
Rebecca and Dale Kile
David McCoy
Patricia and Walter Padgett
Misti and Jason Robertson
Catherine Seals
Audra and Dennis Snyder
Angela Swisher

Annette and Ron Thornburgh
Corrie and Ted Wright
v I .  M atching G i f t  companie s
Del Monte Pet Products
Hallmark Corporate Foundation
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Pat’s Pig BBQ, LLC
Security Benefit Group of Companies
Walmart Foundation
Wendy’s - Legacy Restaurant 
   Group, LLC

20 0 6 -20 07 h o n o R Ro ll o F 
auc TI o n co nTR I BuTo R S
I .  Scho o l  Famil ie s  -  auc tion
The Andaya-Self Family
Lisa and Dan Anderson
Cindy and Chad Armbruster
Marilyn and Mark Ault
The Badsky Family
Kim and Rick Baker
Dr. and Mrs. W.C. Bandy
Carrie and Manford Barber
Dallas Bauer
The Beard Family
Deana Beardmore
Suzanne and Kevin Beckwith
Stacey and John Benson
The Berry Family
The Berryman Family
Jennifer and Brendan Beyer
Lea and Jerry Billinger
Judy Corkum and Steve Blum
Jennifer and Jon Bohlander
The DeCoursey Brennan Family
The Brinker Family

Eva Brown
Mary and Sam Brownback
Stefania Caracioni
Lavonne and Ken Carpenter
Elena Y. Carrington, M.D.
The Chanay Family
The Chavez Family
The Cimbal Family
Rebecca Collazo
The Danielson Family
Kevin Davis
Kristina and John Dietrick
Eileen and Patrick Doran
Ryan Duncan
M. Jill Dykes, Attorney at Law
The Ebeling Family
Cynthia and David Einspahr
Nora Elbayoumy
Larisa Elisha and Steven Elisha
Darcey Evans
The Fager Family
The Farha Family
Stephanie Flores
Anne Russell and Kevin Freed 
   and Dennis Dinwiddie
The Fricke Family
The Gabel Family
The Garcia Family
The Gernon-Garcia Family
The Gideon Family
Jill and Raney Gilliland
Yumiko and Alex Glashausser
Doug and Angie Gleason
Jane and Russell Greene
Calla and Kelly Haggard
Michelle and David Hall

(H e a d  o f  S ch o o l ’s  Co u n ci l 
co nt r b uto r s  co nt i nu e d 
f ro m  p re v i o us  p a g e)
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Eva Brown
Mary and Sam Brownback
Stefania Caracioni
Lavonne and Ken Carpenter
Elena Y. Carrington, M.D.
The Chanay Family
The Chavez Family
The Cimbal Family
Rebecca Collazo
The Danielson Family
Kevin Davis
Kristina and John Dietrick
Eileen and Patrick Doran
Ryan Duncan
M. Jill Dykes, Attorney at Law
The Ebeling Family
Cynthia and David Einspahr
Nora Elbayoumy
Larisa Elisha and Steven Elisha
Darcey Evans
The Fager Family
The Farha Family
Stephanie Flores
Anne Russell and Kevin Freed 
   and Dennis Dinwiddie
The Fricke Family
The Gabel Family
The Garcia Family
The Gernon-Garcia Family
The Gideon Family
Jill and Raney Gilliland
Yumiko and Alex Glashausser
Doug and Angie Gleason
Jane and Russell Greene
Calla and Kelly Haggard
Michelle and David Hall

Sylvia and Jim Hamilton
Joni Hamilton and Family
The Hannigan Family
Joy and Jay Haverfield
Marjorye Heeney
The Henriquez Family
Pauline Hittle
The Holmans
Paul Hottman
Heidi and Peter Innes
Brenda and Dan Jaramillo
The Jones Family
The Kastner Family
Eileen and John Kean
The Kennedy Family
The Kensinger Family
Lori and Ali Khan
Marilyn Kido
Kay Kile and Paul Caligiuri
The Kingfisher Family
Katie Kliem
Tracie and Travis Lamb
Diana and Olaf Larson
Marjorie Lathrop-Allen
The Troy Leach Family
Jill and Mike Lincoln
Heather Stults-Lindsay and 
   Chad Lindsay
The Linquist Family
Judy and Dave Lob
Lisa Locke and Ed Lohf
Melanie and John Lowrey
Lauren and Stuart Lowry
Nyalia Lui and Family
The MacDonald Family
Dawn and Shawn Magee

Tracey Goering and Dennis    
   Mahan
The Maichel Family
Sushmita Veloor and Raghu    
   Malay
Lisa and Shawn Manley
Jannis and Miguel Martinez
The Massey Family
Michelle Arnett and 
   Shane Mathis
Debbie and Bob McClure
Sally, Anneleise, Isabella and       
   Michael McEvoy
The McGillivrays
The Mark McGivern Family
The Memmo Family
Stephanie and Scott Mickelsen
The Millhuff Family
The Miltz Family
Grace and Michael Morrison
John Mullican
Kathy and Bruce Myers
The Nicolae Family
Jewelia and Bob Oswald
The Padgett Family
Lynette and Chris Palmer
The Pember Family
Erin and Joseph Pennington
Sheri and Dr. Lang Perdue
Family Pettinella
The Petty Family
Garet and Lawson Phillips
Cheryl Weber and Dave Pomeroy
The Pourmirza Family
The Prekopy Family
Mr.and Mrs. Eric Reckenbeil

Shannon, Rex and Shaylene Rees
The Retzlaff Family
Lori and Kris Robbins
Karen and Gary Robertson
Kemper Robertson’s Family
Debbie and John Rosacker
Shaun and Tammy Schmidt
Petra and Greg Schneider
Laura, Jordie and Greg Schwerdt
The Shapiro Family
Mary and Michael Sheetz
Cindy and Jim Shields
The Shinn Family
The Shipman Family
The Shipp Family
Carisa Sims
Kelly and Richard Skinner
Denise Smith
Mary and Chuck Snyder
Henry Spangler
Viola and Kemper Straley
The Tripathi Family
The Unruh Family
Stephanie and John Valley
Katrina, Dalton, Austin and 
   Craig Van Aalst
Sidarth Vijaya, Gautham Varakan-  
   tham, Jyothi Dodlapati
The Vosburgh Family
Lizhao Wang
Billie and Joey Webb
Yu Welch
Tracy Wickham, TJ Creations
James Widman
The Wiley Family
Rob and Isabelle Williams



Teri and Kirk Williams
Becky and Jeff Wylie and 
   Bailey Barnes
The Wyre Family
The Yee Family and China Inn
I I .  auc tion -  o the r
Allied Paints
Applebee’s
Lynne and Phil Baker
Ruth Bammes
BC Capital
Beauty Brands Salon
Bee’s Knees Jewelry
Karen Benson
Barry and Tana Blankenbaker
Bobo’s Drive In
Don Brent Photography
Briman’s Leading Jewelers

Brick Oven
Mark and Cindi Buck
Sally and Bert Buckland
Johnny Carino’s
Casa Ramos
Chef Alli and Menu Makers
Morgan Chilson
Coach Bob Chipman
Chuck E. Cheese
Classic Bean
Copeland Gymnastics
Lavonna Creviston
Bert Degand/Ace Computers LLC
Delicious Dishes
The Diamond House
Dog Day Afternoon
Henry Doorling Zoo
The Eldridge Hotel

Auction Co-chairs Debra 
Ricks and Tracey Goering 

flank Head of School David 
Hudspeth and Auction 

Liaison Barbara Shinn as 
they celebrate at the “Silver 
and Gold, New Friends and 

Old” auction - even before 
they knew it would set a 

new auction record.
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Elegant Temptations
Debra Fisher
Frameshop and Gallery
Framewoods and The South 
   Wind Gallery
Gail and Ben Franklin
Susan and Kent Garlinghouse
Dr. Michael Gardner
Glory Days Pizza West
Goering Family Optometry
Vicky and Jim Gorrell
Nathan Ham Photography
Mary and Scott Hamilton
Hank’s Liquor and Wine
Haus Janitorial Service
Jolayne Hawver/Total Home 
   Concepts
Hazel Hill Chocolate
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Herman’s Meats
Hillmer’s Leather
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.
His and Her Salon and Day Spa
Homeland Paintball
Phyllis and Brent Hoyt
Mary Lou and David Hudspeth
Paula Huff
Indian Hills Salon
Bill Jones
Josten’s Commercial Printing
Jul’s Grill
The Kansas City Chiefs
Kansas Granite
Tamara Kessler
Fed Ex/Kinko’s
Lewis Furniture
Lone Oak Hunting Sports
Mainline Printing
Mainstream Lawn Sprinkler
Marling Home Furnishings
Jim McHenry
Coach Ron McHenry/Washburn
   University
Mediterranean Market and Café
Merry Maids
Maria Raquel Morales
Old Chicago
Omaha Children’s Museum
On The Border
Pachamama’s
Patio, Pool and Fireside
Dick and Martha Patterson
Payless ShoeSource Foundation
Joan and Greg Pease
Pepe & Chela’s

Petland
Phoenix Gallery
Piropos Restaurant Briarcliff
Prairie Trading Co.
Jill Quarles
R & B Plumbing LLP
Red Lobster
Red Robin
Jim Renner/JE Dunn Construction
Salon 808
Jackie and Kyle Schumann
John Dawson/The Scottsdale 
   Plaza Resort
Shawnee Country Club/Joey 
   Martinek
Kay Siebert
Sign Me Up Decals
Skinner Garden Store, Inc.
Sofas Etc.
Spa Super Store
Starbucks Coffee
Cindy and David Stillings
Studio Furniture
Super Sonic Music
SupperThyme USA
Tammi’s Antiques and Florals
Anita Thiessen
Three Little Pigs BBQ
Jane and Dick Tilghman
Timeless Portraits
Timberline
Stephen Twemlow
Richard Woltkamp
Wood Valley/Ken Olivier
Eleese Young
Blake Zachritz

I I I .  Profe ssional 
d eve l op me nt
Lisa and Dan Anderson
Sue and Randy Badsky
Dallas Bauer
Susan and Brian Beard
Deana and Rich Beardmore
Suzanne and Kevin Beckwith
Karen and Lee Benson
Jennifer and Brendan Beyer
Lavonne and Ken Carpenter
Elena Carrington
Jill and Patrick Cox
Mary and Robert Beyer-Diebold
Kristina and John Dietrick
Eileen and Patrick Doran
Kathleen and Tuck Duncan
Cynthia and David Einspahr
Stacy Elmer
Jett and Tim Elmer
Cheryl and John Fager
Mako Ueno and John Fakhoury
Laura and Cliff Farha
Debbie Field-Kresie
Anne Russell and Kevin Freed
Linda and David Fricke
Alyce and Bill Gannaway
Ximena Garcia
Karen Gideon
Laura Stephenson and 
   Francois Henriquez
April and Chris Holman
Betty and Reagan Horton
Mary Lou and David Hudspeth
Mel James
Sarah and Donney Kastner



Marta and Brandan Kennedy
Cheryl Rios Kingfisher and 
   David Kingfisher
Alison and Brian Langham
Jill and Mike Lincoln
Melanie and John Lowrey
Bery Lyons
Tracey Goering and 
   Dennis Mahan
Debbie and Carl Maichel
Lisa and Shawn Manley
Lori and Michael Massey
Michelle Arnett and 
   Shane Mathis
Debbie and Bob McClure
Sally and Michael McEvoy
Tammy and Kyle Miller
Dr. Grace Morrison
Kathy and Bruce Myers
Linda and Jon Newman
Karen and Bill Padgett
Erin Bess and Joe Pennington
Jeremy Philipp
Lovica and Payam Pourmirza
Debra and Matt Ricks
Security Benefit Group
Barbara and Loren Shinn
Denise and Chuck Smith
Jane and Dick Tilghman
Tracy Wickham
Teri and Kirk Williams
Vicky Yee
Sue and Larry Zientara

20 0 6 -20 07 oTh E R co nTR I BuTo R S
I .  I n - k ind G i f t s
Carrie and Manford Barber
Susan and Brian Beard
Mary and Sam Brownback
Adrian Caracioni
Karen and Patrick Gideon
Mary and Scott Hamilton
Laura Stephenson and 
   Francois Henriquez
Cheryl and David Kingfisher
Monique Pittman-Lui and 
   Nason Lui
Barbara and Richard Shapiro
Silver Lake Bank
Stanley Flowers
World Wine and Beer
I I .  E ndowme nt Fund
Norma and Alan Hill 
Memorial Fund
Anonymous
Cherie and Richard Davis

This report acknowledges gifts 
made to Topeka Collegiate 
School between September 1, 
2006 and August 31, 2007. Every 
effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of this report. If we 
have made an error or omission, 
please accept our apology and 
advise us of the accurate informa-
tion so we may print a correction.

(Pro fe ssi o n a l  D e ve l o p m e nt 
co nt r b uto r s  co nt i nu e d 
f ro m  p re v i o us  p a g e)
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Elinor and Stewart Entz
Susan and B. Kent Garlinghouse
Matt Garlinghouse
Julie and Gerry Hammond
Martha and Richard Patterson
Sue and Richard Rupp
Linda and Larry Vande Garde
Shelley and Curtis Waugh
Phyllis Hoyt Endowed
Mathematics Chair
Brooke Tourtellot Goc ‘91
Bobbe and Gerald Mansfield 
   in honor of Will Mansfield ‘99
George Tourtellot ‘94
Valley Fund
Stephanie and John Valley
I I I .  Pe rr y  W il l iams 
M e morial  Fund
Bonnie Barclay Williams and 
   Guy Williams





Please send us your news!
If you don’t see your news in this edition of Collegiate Life, it may 
mean we don’t know how to get in touch with you. Please help us 
by sending us your current e-mail address, as that is our primary 
means of gathering alumni information. If you have just begun 
college, please let us know your school e-mail address. If you’ve 
changed your e-mail address in the past year or so, please send the 
new one. Simply e-mail your address to mloftus@topekacollegiate.
org. Collegiate Life is published once a year in the fall. We gather 
alumni news during the summer, but we welcome and invite your 
news and updated address information any time.

2200 SW Eveningside Drive
Topeka, Kansas 66614

Keeping in Touch
Collegiate Life
F a l l  2 0 0 7

Written by: Mary Loftus
Design and production by: Lawson 
Phillips Associates: lp, am
Photos were submitted or taken by 
Mary Loftus unless otherwise 
credited.

Save the dates!
Alumni Reunion Events
Friday, April 25th
6:00 – 11:00 p.m.
Kansas Expocentre’s Heritage Hall
Buffet dinner, blues band and fun for all 
TCS families and friends

Sunday, April 27th         
Noon
Topeka Collegiate School
Picnic with food, games and family fun


