Second grade | Topeka Collegiate
May 21, 2021

Dear Parents and Rising Second Graders,

As your first grade year comes to a close, we are so happy to welcome you around the corner and
into the second through fifth grade hallway. We are going to have a wonderful year in second grade.
I, Mrs. Bammes, began at Topeka Collegiate in 1991 with the majority of that time being a teacher of
second grade students. This is my joy. | am so pleased to be partnering with Ms. Anello next year.
Her new perspectives, enthusiasm and skill will make for a wonderful refresh of our curriculum. Su-
per exciting!

Ms. Anello joined our Topeka Collegiate family this year. She currently teaches kindergarten, howev-
er her curriculum training was in elementary education, teaching kindergarten through 3rd grade.
Ms. Anello has created specialized youth mentorship programs with children elementary through
high school, and is passionate about the whole child approach to learning.

In second grade, your child will continue with guided reading, phonics and grammar learning,
spelling lists, Handwriting Without Tears, six-trait writing, and Math in Focus. Our math curriculum
will be the new, updated version of Math in Focus throughout the lower school. The publisher has
made some truly helpful upgrades and changes that will be quite beneficial.

Students will practice and expand the skills they learned in first grade with writing for a variety of pur-
poses, including research report, opinion, narrative, and poetry writing; learning cursive handwriting;
and adding multiplication and division to their mathematics skills.

We have monthly themes in second grade that are tied to our social studies units. Some of the fa-
vorites of past students include the Solar System/Outer Space theme with a launch of homemade
plastic soda bottle rockets. In November our theme is Native Americans, both historically and today.
December’'s theme is pioneers and a one-room school simulation. We finish this unit with Apple Val-
ley School graduation including poems, songs, and dancing the Virginia Reel. Second semester
finds us exploring the earth’s polar regions, Kansas agriculture (including hatching chicks), cultures
and geography around the world, and castles and dragons. We enjoy projects and interactive learn-
ing activities during these units. Hopefully, we will be able to once again participate in the field trips
that have added to our units in past years, such as the Intertribal Powwow at Lake Shawnee, the
Kansas History Museum and Stach Schoolhouse, From Farm to You, and the Nelson-Atkins Art Mu-
seum in Kansas City.

The summer enrichment packet for second grade will be sent home in today’s home folder. These
activities will help your child keep on track for the fall. We hope you have a wonderful summer and
look forward to getting to know each of you in second grade.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Ruth Bammes and Ms. Carman Anello
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Second Grade Summer Reading Assignments

Sight Word Assignment

Students should have both the Dolch Primer through First Grade Sight Words memorized
by the start of second grade. Second graders will be tested over these words in September.
The words are attached in list form. Memorization means the student is able to say the word
within three seconds, without sounding it out. Students only need to be able to read these
words. However, if they already know these words, they can work on learning to spell them, I
have included a list of activities that work on both memorization and spelling.

Reading Calendar

Please choose 4 days a week in which to read for twenty minutes. After you have read
for twenty minutes, color in the corresponding day on the calendar. Time spent working on sight
words counts towards your total reading minutes.

Special Reading Assignment

Read Stink Moody, Solar System Superhero by Megan McDonald. At the beginning of
the school year we start our Solar System unit. We will use this book to-create a planet flip
book based on the facts from the story when we return in the fall. Please have your child
complete the enclosed fact sheet that goes along with the book.

" Recommended Reading List

Frog and Toad Together Again by Arnold Lobel

Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain by Verna Aardema

Horrible Harry in Room 2B by Frank Remkiewicz

Nate the Great and the Snowy Trail by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat
Calendar Mysteries June Jam by Ron Roy '
Magic Tree House Mummies in the Morning by Mary Pope Osborne
Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown

Dear Mrs. LaRue Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague
Heidi Hecklebeck Has a Secret by Wanda Coven
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June Reading Calendar
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July Reading Calendar
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August Reading Calendar
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Ways to practice sight words at home

Paper Plate Toss: Write sight words oh paper plates. Use like Frisbees to throw
after reading The word.

Concentration: Make a duplicate set of word cards and play “Concentration”

Go Fish: With a duplicate set of word cards play “Go Fish”

Tic ~Tac-Toe: Write words in the tic-tac-toe spaces. Take Turns selecting a
space o read. If read correctly, an X or © is placed on the space until someone
winhs.

" Word-0: This Is played just like BINGO. Fill in & card with the words that you
are working on, Call out the words and mark the spaces. The first one with a
card covered calls out the word "WORDE"|

Word Hunt: Look for target words in books or In the hewspaper. If using the
newspaper your child can highlight' or circle the word ring words that he/she
finds

SNAP: You put the sight words you want them to practice on flash cards and
put the flash cards into a jar (maybe like an oatmeal jar). Also, you write the
word SNAP! on a a few flash cards and put them in the jar alsc. The Kids can
play in partners or in groups of  or 4, They take turhs pulling a card out of
the jar, If they canh say the word on the card avltomatically with ho struggle,
they get to keep the card. If they struggle, They have to put it back. If they
pull out ohe of the cards that says SNAP! They have To put back all of the
cards they've drawn.

Play coin foss - Put words on the floor - children take Yurns to Toss a coin onto
a word and say That word.






Play who am If For example, I rhyme with bed, I have 3 lefters, and X
end ih "d". .

Children go outside and practice writing their words with
chalk on the concrete.

Flashlight words - Turk off lights. Tape words on the wall or ceiling. Use the
fiashlighT To shine oh the word theh read.

Children make their own word wall/dictionary using phofocoﬁied small sight
words and scrapbooks fabeled with a letter of the alphabet on each page... can
be added fo Yhroughout the year.

Make words vsing play dovgh.

Beat the clock - how many times canh a word be written In 1 minute ete

Play stepping stones - place words on the floor and children walk over them
saying the word as they go to get to the other side of the stream. Make words
using letter tiles -scrabble pleces

Make words using stencils.

Make words using alphabet stamps.

Make words using magnetic letters

Deliciovs Words -Write your words in whipped cream, peanul butter, or anything
you can eat K

Good Cleanh Words ~Write your words in shaving cream on a counter or some
other surface That can be cleahed safely






W02 JBPEAIZ T MMM/ /ANy

JPsAw

yonw

8uo)

Y3y

yane)

pupy

doo)

]

uny

loy

Pioy

waem moisg
Ay 308
J3Y31030} 1in}
Aepoy Jey
usi lle}
1B1S 3o
liewis Jjullp
XIS meup
MoYs auop
lieys no
TETEN uea|a
oud Aied
umo 3upq
Aluo  Jeneq
JaAsu  1noqge
L PAYL .

JnoA
1M
pjnom
jyi0Mm
ysim
Aym
Yaim
ysem
ISETY
asn
sn
uodn

asoyl
asayy
sy}
191
dea|s
us
Buis

peal
find

Jo

Ho
Auew
apew
sH
uaa48
sa08
aned
punoy
Al
154y
Isey
j,uop
saop
PIo2
jfea
Anq
yioq
159q
240480
uaaq
asnesaq
punose

[2A2) w.vc._m Aq >=.uu_+wn_ur_a_u pal.iog

1SI7 QIOM HO10Q

shemje

Plo
jo
Aewl
DAl
E]
mowy
sn/
moy
siy
wiy
13y
sey
pey
3ujo3
ang
wouy
Ay
MAanz

pjnod

4no
uo
mou
ou
mau
shu
Gl
ou|
2y
aAey
pood
18
Jnoj
jea

op

pip
awed
ng
umodq
3PeE|q

e

auo

1ou

Aw

sw

MNew

00|

it

“dwn[

H

sl

uj

|

noA 249y

mojjaA diay

alaym 08

am Auuny

.dn 1o}

oMy puly

0} umonp

294y} awod

2y: ued

aas aniq

pies aiq

urJ Aeme

pa4 pue

Aejd e
Jawid-aid






Suggested Series Books for
Beginning Second Graders

{Depending on your child’s reading level, some may be too

difficult or too easy. Try some outf fo see if they are d
' good fitl}

Junie B. Jones Series
“Young Cam Jansen Series
Magic Treehouse Series
Ivy Bedn Series
Flat Stanley Series
. Frog & Toad Series
5 Fly Guy Series
2 Nate the Great Series
5 Nancy Drew & the Clue Crew Series
£ Amelia Bedelia Series
: Henry & Mudge Series.
Mr. Putter & Tabby Series
Fancy Nancy: Nancy Clancy Series
Judy Moody Series
The Ramona Quimby Collection
Clementine Series
Mercy Watson Series
Rainbow Magic {Various Series}
Amber Brown Series
Mrs. Piggle Wiggle Series
Hey Jack Series
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Suggested Educational
Websites

PBS Kids
Starfall
Math Fact Café
Mathletics
IXL Math
IXL Reading
XTRA Math
Reading Eggs
ABCYa
Teach Your Monster to Read
National Geo
Scootpad
Wonderopolis
Fun Brain
Whyville
- Pottermore “— s
Spatulatta -
NGA Kids \
Yahoo Kids PN
Seussville —
Storyline Online (@ =
Leading Into Reading %‘\-
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www.mrswheelerfirst.blogspot com
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June Writing Journal

Please choose two or three days a week to write in your journal. Please color in the
box for the day and topic you choose and then write that topic sentence and at least
three supporting sentences.

Thursday

. Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Friday
i When you think of | If | could do My dream My favorite The best thing
summer what 3 anything this vacationis ... snackis. .. about summer
words come to summer | is. ..
mind. Write one
would ... |
sentence for each
word you thought
of.
My favorite food | If | had three If | were a Share anything Friends are
is... wishes, | would superhero, | about your day, | important
wish for . .. would . .. good or bad. because. ..
My favorite The thing that | If | had a million | My family and | Write 5
movieis... do bestis... dollars, | liketo... sentences that
would . .. tell about June.
Invent a new | Where would You find a What would it What are the
kind of you go if you magic seed and | be like to be the | best things
sandwich. What | had a hot air plant it. Write tallest person in | about a rainy
would it have on | balloon? about what the world? day?
it? happens. [ B
July Writing Journal
Monday . Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday | Friday I
What makes What is your Write a poem What | like Write about a ‘
you laugh? favorite summer | about a hot about day at the park
sport? dog. Independence or beach.
Dayis ... i
|
What is your if | found a What would you | My favorite ‘ When | grow up
favorite book magic wand, | say if you met coloris ... fwantto be. ..
and why? would . .. ‘ the President?
If | were a bird, | = This is how to Write about If you could If it could rain
would fly to . .. make . .. going on a invent anything, |
magic carpet something, what | would want it to
| ride. would you rain...
R | - . i |invent? |
| collect (or | | Today is a great | My favorite Today | feel ... You’re an
would like to ‘ day because ... | game to play | astronaut who |
collect) ... is... finds something
odd on the ‘
' ‘ moon. What is
= J | | ity
| My favorite | You travel to Write about an Write about |  am excited for
subjectis . .. | the jungle to animal that lives | something | school to start

see...

in your
‘ neighborhood.

special you did
with your mom
|_ or dad.

because. .. ‘














































































Optional Activities to Grow Your Imagination, Problem-solving, and Creativity

DESIGN & BUILD SOMETHING )
WIND-POWERED

Possible Supplies:

toothpicks, skewers, glue, twist ties, zip ties, gears,
washers, cardbodird, craft paper, foil, rubber bonds,
cotton swabs, paper rolls, craft sticks

A0  DESIGN & BUILD A NEST
’ Posgible Supplies:

raffia, ribbon, twist ties, zip ties, twigs, toothpicks, cotton,
fecthers, pinecones, fabric, string, twine, leaves, grass

/

\ . |
g DESIGN & BUILD A STRUCTURE
10 KEEP OUT THE RAIN

‘ ‘ Possible Supplies:
‘ strows, skewers, wood blocks, aluminum foil, washi
tape, duct taps, medical cloves, balloons, plastic
wrap, glue, toothpicks, rubber bands, twist ties, zip ties

\_ v

LittleBinsforlittleHands.com







Possible Supplies:

wood slats, iwigs, glo ssmmb!es!gm nails,
harmimer, skewers, twist ties, rubber bands,
flowers, foll, Washi tape, d t ape,

( AN DESIGN & BUILD A BIRDHOUE

\

v

\r‘ O}
2 DEJIGN & BUILD A WHEELBARROW

Possible Supplies:
Wood slats, toothpicks, skewers, washers, foil, duct tape, gedars,
cardboard, craft paper, twist ties, Zip ties, rubber bands, eraft stioks

h o

<

N
C DESIGN & BUILD A SHOVEL

Possible Supplies:
straws, skewers, wood blocks, alurminum foll, washi tape, duct tape,

_ D »

FOR SCOOPING DIRT INTO 4OUR WHEELMF\KOW

plastic wrap, glue, toothpicks, rubber bancds, twist ties, Zip ties, scissors

7
™

J

littleBinsforLittleHands.com






